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CANTO III. 



Merlin bewrayes to Britomart 

The state of Arthegail : 
And shewes the fieanoas progeny, 

Which from them springen shall. 



1. 

Most sacred fyre, that bumest mightily 
In living brests, ykindled first above 
Emongst th' eternall spheres and lamping sky. 
And thence pourd into men, which men call Love ; 
Not that same, which doth base affections move 
In brutish mindes, and filthy lust inflame ; 
But that sweete fit that doth true beautie love. 
And choseth Yertue for his dearest dame. 
Whence spring all noble deedes and never-dying 
fame : 

VOL. III. B 
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II. 

Well did Antiquity a god thee deeme, 
That over mortall mindes hast so great might. 
To order them a» best to thee doth seeme. 
And all their actions to direct aright : 
The fatall purpose of divine foresight 
Thou doest effect in destined descents. 
Through deepe impression of thy secret might. 
And stirredst up th' heroes high intents. 
Which the late world admyres for wondrous moni- 
ments. 

III. 

• 

But thy dredd dartes in none doe triumph more, 
Ne braver proofe in any of thy powre 
Shewd'st thou, then in this royall Maid of yore. 
Making her seeke an unknowne Paramoure, 
From the worlds end, through many a bitter stowre : 
From whose two loynes thou afterwardes did rayse 
Most famous fruits of matrimoniall bowre. 
Which through the earth have spredd their living 

prayse. 
That fa^e in tromp of gold eternally displayes. 

IV. 

Begin then,. O my dearest sacred Dame, 
Daughter of Phoebus, and of Memorye, 
That doest ennoble with immortall name 
The warlike worthies, from antiquitye. 
In thy great volume of Etemitye ; 
Begin, O Clio, and recount from hence 
My glorious Soveraines goodly Atmcestrye, 
TiU that by dew degrees, and long protense. 
Thou have it lastly brought unto her Excellence. 
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Full many wayes within her troubled mind 
Old Giauc^ cast to cure this Ladies griefe ; 
Full many wayes she sought, but none could find. 
Nor herbes, nor charmes, nor counsel that is chiefe 
And choicest med'cine for sick harts rehefe : 
Forthy great care she tooke, and greater feare. 
Least that it should her tume to fowle repriefe 
And sore reproch, whenso her father deare 
Should of his dearest daughters hard misfortune 
heare. 

VL 

At last she her avisde, that he which made 
That Mirrfaour, wherein the sicke Damosell 
So straungely yewed her straunge lovers shade. 
To weet, the learned Merlin, well could tell 
Under what coast of. heaven the Man did dwell. 
And by what means his love might best be wrought: 
For, though beyond the Afiick Ismael 
Or th* Lidian Peru he were, she thought 
Him forth through infinite endevour to have sought. 

VII. 

Forthwidi themselves disguising both in straunge 
And base attyre, that none might them bewray. 
To Maridunum, that is now by chaunge 
Of name Cayr-Merdin cald, they tooke th^ way : 
There the wise MerUn whylome wont (they say) 
To make his wonne, low underneath the ground. 
In a deepe delve, farre from the vew ci day. 
That of no living wight he mote be found, 
Whenso he counseld with his sprights encompast 
round. 
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VIII. 

And, if thou ever happen that same way 
To traveill, go to see that dreadful place : 
It is an hideous hollow cave (they say) 
Under a rock that lyes a litle space 
From the swift Barry, tombling downe apace 
Emongst the woody hilles of Dyneuowre : 
But dare thou not, I charge, in any cace 
To enter into that same balefull bowre. 
For feare the cruell feendes should thee unwares 
devowre : 

IX. 

But standing high aloft low lay thine eare. 
And there such ghastly noyse of yron chaines 
And brasen caudrons thou shalt rombling heare, 
Which thousand sprights with long enduring paines 
Doe tosse, that it will stonn thy feeble braines ; 
And oftentimes great grones, and grievous stownds. 
When too huge toile and labour them constraines ; 
And oftentimes loud strokes and ringing sowndes 
Prom under that d^epe rock most horribly re- 
bowndes. 

X. 

The cause, some say, is this : A Ude whyle 
Before that Merlin dyde, he did intend 
A brasen wall in compas to compyle 
About Cairmardin, and did it commend 
Unto these sprights to bring to perfect end : 
During which worke the Lady of the Lake, 
Whom long he lov d, for him in hast did send ; 
Who, thereby forst his workemen to forsake. 
Them bownd, till his retoume, their labour iiot to 
^lake, 



I 
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XI. 

In die meaBe time dirough that false Ladies traine 
He was smrprisd^ and buried under beare^ 
Ne ever to his worice retumd againe : 
Nathlesse those feends may not their work for- 

beare^ 
So greatly his commandement they feare. 
But there doe toyle and traveile day and night, 
Untill diat brasen wall diey up doe reare : 
For Merlin had in magick more insight 
Then ever him before or after living wight : 

XII. 

For he by wordes could call out of the sky 
Both sunne and moone, and make them him obay ; 
The land to sea, and sea to maineland dry, 
And darksom night he eke could tume to day ; 
Huge hostes of men he could alone dismay. 
And hostes of men of meanest thinges could frame, 
Whenso him list Ms enimies to fray : 
That to this day, for terror of his fame, 
The feendes do quake when any him to them does 
name. 

XIII. 

And, sooth, men say that he was not the sonne 
Of mortall syre or other living wight. 
But wondrously begotten, and begonne 
By false illusion of a guilefuU spright 
On a fiure lady Nonne, that wbllome hight 
Matilda, daughter to Pubidius 
Who was the lord of Mathtraval by right. 
And coosen unto king Ambrosius ; 
Whence he indued was with skill so merveiloiis. 

b2 
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XIV. 

They, here arriving, staid awhile without, 
Ne durst adventure rashly in to wend. 
But of their first intent gan make new dout 
For dread of daunger, which it might portend: 
Untill the hardy Mayd (with Love to frend) 
First entering, the dreadfull Mage there fownd 
Deepe busied 'bout worke of wondrous end. 
And writing straunge characters in the grownd. 
With which the stubbome feendes he to his ser-^ 
vice bownd. 

XV. 

He nought was moved at their entraunce bold. 
For of their comming well he wist afore ; 
Yet list them bid their businesse to unfold, 
As if ought in this world in secrete store 
Were from him hidden, or unknowne of yore. 
Then Glauc^ thus ; " Let not it thee offend. 
That we thus rashly through thy darksom dore 
TJnwares have prest ; for either fatall end, 
Or other mightie cause, us two did hether send." 

XVI. 

He bad tell on : And then she thus began ; 

" Now have three moones with borrowd brothers 

light 
Thrise shined faire, and thrise seemd dim and wan, 
Sith a sore evill, which this Virgin bright 
Tormenteth and doth plonge in dolefuU plight. 
First rooting tooke ; but what thing it mote bee. 
Or whence it sprohg,^ I cannot read aright : 
But this I read, that, but if remedee 
Thou her afford, full shortly I her dead shall see.'* 
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XVII. 

Therewith th' Enchaunter softly gan to smyle 
At her smooth speeches, weeting mly well 
That she to hun dissembled womanish guyle. 
And to her said ; '* Beldame, by that ye tell 
More neede of leach-crafte hath your Damozell, 
Then of my skill : who helpe may have elsewhere. 
In yaine seekes wonders out of magiek spell." 
Th*old woman wox half blanck those wordes to 

(leare ; 
And yet was loth to let her purpose plaine appeare ; 

XVllI. 

And to him said ; '* Yf any leaches skill. 
Or other learned meanes, could have redrest 
This my deare daughters deepe>engraffed ill, 
Certes I should be loth thee to molest : 
But this sad evill, which doth her infest. 
Doth course of naturall cause farre exceed. 
And housed is within her hollow brest. 
That either seemes some cursed witches deed. 
Or evill spright, that in her doth such torment 
breed." 

XIX. 

The Wisard could no lenger beare her bord. 
But, bursting forth in laughter, to her sayd ; 
*' Glauc^, what needes this colourable word 
To cloke the cause that hath itselfe bewrayd ? 
Ne ye, fayre Britomartis, thus arayd. 
More hidden are then sunne in cloudy vele ; 
Whom thy good fortune, having fate obayd. 
Hath hether brought for succour to appele ; 
The which the Powres to thee are pleased to re- 
vele," 
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XX. 

The doubtful! Mayd, seeing herselfe desciyde^ 

Was all abashty and her pure y vory 

Into a cleare carnation suddein^'dyde ; 

As fayre Aurora, rysing hastily. 

Doth by her blushing tell that she did lye 

All night in old Tithonus frozen bed, 

Whereof she seemes ashamed inwardly : 

But her olde nourse was nought dishartened^ 

But vauntage made of that which Merlin had ared ; 

XXI. 

And sayd ; " Sith then thou knowest all our griefe, 
(For what doest not thou knowe ?) of grace I pray, 
Pitty our playnt, and yield us meet reliefe !" 
With that the Prophet still awhile did stay, 
And then his spirite thus gan foorth display ; 
" Most noble Virgin, that by fatall lore 
Hast learned to love, let no whit thee dismay 
The hard beginne that meetes thee in the dore. 
And with sharpe fits thy tender hart oppresseth 
sore: 

XXII. 

^* For so must all things excellent begin ; 
And eke enrooted deepe must be that tree. 
Whose big embodied braunches shall not lin 
Till they to hevens hight forth stretched bee. 
For from thy wombe a famous progenee 
Shall spring out of the auncient Trojan bloody 
Which shall revive the sleeping memoree 
Of those same antique peres, the hevens brood. 
Which Greeke and Asian rivers stayned with their 
blood. 
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XXIII. 

** Renowmed kings, and sacred emperours, 
Thy fruitfull ofspring, shall from thee descend ; 
Brave captaines, and most mighty warriours, 
That shall their conquests through all lands extend^ 
And their decayed kingdomes shall amend: 
The feeble Britons, broken with long warre. 
They shall upreare, and mightily defend 
Against their forren foe that commes from farre. 
Till universall peace compound all qiyill iarre. 

XXIV, 

'* It was not, Britomart, thy wandring eye 
Glauncing unwares in charmed Looking-glas, 
But the streight course of hevenly destiny. 
Led with Etemall Providence, that has 
Guyded thy glaunce, to bring His Will to pas : 
Ne is thy fate, ne is thy fortune ill. 
To Ipy^ the prowest Knight that ever .was ; 
Therefore submit thy wayes unto His Will, 
And doe, by all dew meanes, thy destiny ftdfiU." 

XXV. 

" But read," saide Glauc^, '* thou Magitian, 
What meanes shall she out-seeke, or what waies 

take? 
How shall she know, how shall she finde the Man? 
Or what needes her to toyle, sith fates can make 
Way for themselves their purpose to pertake ?" 
Tlien Merlin thus ; '' Indeede the fates are firme. 
And may not shrinck, though all the world do shake : 
Yet ought mens good endevours them confirme. 
And guyde the heavenly causes to their constant 

teime. 
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XXVI. 

** The Man, whom heavens have ordaynd to bee 

The spouse of Britomart, is Arthegall : 

He wonneth in the land of Fayeree, 

Yet is no Faiy borne, ne sib at all 

To Elfes, but sprong of seed terrestrially 

And whylome by false Fanes stolne away, 

Whyles yet in infant cradle he did erall ; 

Ne other to himselfe is knowne this day. 

But that he by an £lfe was gotten of a Fay : 

XXVIL 

** But sooth he is the sonne of Gorloi's,. 
And brother unto Cador^ Cornish king; 
And for his warhke feates renowmed is. 
From where the day out of the sea doth spring, 
Untill the closure of the evening : 
From thence him, firmely bound with faithfuU band. 
To this his native s^yle thou backe shalt bring. 
Strongly to ayde his countrey to withstand 
The powre of forreine Paynims which mvade thy 
land. 

XXVIII. 

'* Great ayd thereto his mighty puissaunce 
And dreaded name shall give in that sad day; 
Where also proofs of thy prow valiaunce 
Thou then shalt make, f increase thy Lover's pray : 
Long time ye both in armes shall beare great sway. 
Till thy wombes burden thee from them do call. 
And his last fate him from thee take away ; 
Too rathe cut off by practise criminall 
Of secrete foes, that him shall make in mischiefe 
faU. 
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XXIX. 

" With thee yet shall he leave, for memoiy 
Of his late puissauncey his jrmage dead, 
That liying him in all activity 
To thee shall represent : He, from the head 
Of his coosen Constantius, without dread 
Shall take the crowne that was his fathers right. 
And therewith crowne himselfe in th' others stead : 
Then shall he issew forth widi dreadfuU might 
Against his Saxon foes in bloody field to fight. 

XXX. 

" like as a lyon that in drowsie cave 
Hath long time slept, himselfe so shall he shake ; 
And, comming forth, shall spred his banner brave 
Over the troubled South, that it shall make 
The warlike Mertians for feare to quake : 
Thrise shall he fight with them, and twise shall win ; 
Bnt the third time shall fayre accordaunce make : 
And, if he then with victorie can lin. 
He shall his dayes with peace bring to his earth- 
ly In. 

XXXI. 

I 

'* His Sonne, hight Yortipore, shall him succeede 

In kfaigdome, but not in felicity : 

Yet shall he loi^ time warre with happy speed. 

And with great honour many batteills try ; 

Bat at Hie last to th' importunity 

Of froward fortune shall be forst to yield : 

But his Sonne Malgo shall full mightily 

Avenge his fathers losse with speare and shield. 

And ^ proud foes discomfit in victorious field. 
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XXXil. 

** Bdiold die Man ! and tell me, Britoiiiait» 
If ay more goodly creature thou didst see ? 
How like a gyaunt in each manly part 
Beares be himselfe with portly maiestee. 
That one of th* old heroes seemes to bee ! 
He die six Islands, comproTinciall 
In amicient times unto great Britainee, 
Shall to the same reduce, and to him call 
Their sondry kings to do Ibeir homage seyeraU. 

XXXIIlJ 

** All which his sonne Careticus awhile 
Shall well defend, and Saxons powre suppresse , 
Untill a straunger king, from unknowne soyle 
Arriving, him with multitude oppresse ; 
Great Gormond, having with huge mightinesse 
Ireland subdewd, and therein fixt his throne, 
like a swift otter, fell through emptinesse. 
Shall overswim the sea with many one 
Of his Norveyses, to assist the Britons fone. 

XXXIV. 

** He in his fiirie all shall over-ronne. 
And holy church with faithlesse bandes deface. 
That thy sad people, utterly fordonne> 
Shall to the utmost mountaines fly apace : 
Was never so great waste in any place, 
Nor so fowle outrage doen by tiving men ; 
For all thy citties they shall sacke and race. 
And the greene grasse that groweth they shall bren. 
That even the wilde beast shall dy inistarvedden. 
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XXXV. 

^' Whiles thus thy Britons doe in languour pine. 

Proud Etheldred shall from the North arise. 

Serving th' ambitious will of Augustine, 

And, passing Dee, with hardy enterprise 

Shall backe repulse the valiaunt Brockwell twise. 

And Bangor with massacred martyrs fill ; 

But the third time shall rew his fool-hardise : 

For Cadwan, pittying his peoples ill. 

Shall stoutly him defeat, and thousand Saxons kill. 

XXXVI. 

'' But, after him, Cadwallin mightily 

On his Sonne Edwin all those wrongs shall wreake; 

Ne shall availe the wicked sorcery 

Of false Pellite his purposes tobreake. 

But him shall slay, and on a gallowes bleak 

Shall give th*enchaunter his unhappy hire: 

Then shall the Britons, late dismayd and weake, 

Trom their long vassallage gin to respire. 

And on their Paynimfoes avenge their ranckledire. 

XXXVII. 

** Ne shall he yet his wrath so mitigate. 
Till both the sonnes of Edwin he have slayne, 
Offricke and Osricke, twinnes unfortunate. 
Both slaine in battaile upon Laybume playne. 
Together with the king of Louthiane, 
Hight Adin, and the king of Orkeny, 
Both ioynt partakers of their fatall payne : 
But Penda, fearefuU of like desteney. 
Shall .yield himselfe his liegeman, and sweare 
fealty: 

VOL. III. c 
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XXXVIII. 

'' Him shall he make his fatall instrument 
T afflict the other Saxons wisubdewd : 
He marching forth with fury insolent 
Against the good king Oswald, who indewd 
With heavenly powre, and by angels reskewd. 
All holding crosses in dieir hands on hye. 
Shall him defeate withouten blood imbr^wd : 
Of which that field for endlesse memory 
Shall Hevenfield be cald to all posted^. 

XXXIX. 

'* Whereat Cadwallin wroth shall forth issew, 
And an huge hoste into Northumber lead. 
With which he godly Oswald shall subdew. 
And crowne with martiredome his sacred head ; 
Whose brother Oswin, daunted with like dread. 
With price of silver shall his kingdome buy ; 
And Penda, seeking him adowne to tread. 
Shall tread adowne, and doe him fowly dye ; 
But shall with gifts his lord Cadwallin pacify. 

XL. 

** Then shall Cadwallin die ; and then the raine 
Of Britons eke with him attonce shall dye ; 
Ne shall the good Cadwallader, with paine 
Or powre, be hable it to remedy. 
When the full time, prefixt by destiny. 
Shall be expird of Britons regiment : 
For Heven itselfe shall their successe envy, 
And them with plagues and murrins pestilent 
Consume, till all their warlike puissaunce be spent. 
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XLl. 

** Yet after all these sorrowes, and huge hills 
Of dying people, during eight yeares space, 
Cadwallader, not yielding to his ills, 
IFrom Armoricke, where long in wretched cace 
He liVd, retouming to his native place, 
Shal be by ybion staide from his intent : 
For th' Heavens have decreed to displace 
The Britons for their sinnes dew punishment. 
And to the Saxons ov^-give their government. 

XLII. 

*' Then woe, and woe, and everlasting woe. 
Be to the Briton babe that shal be borne 
To live in thraldome of his fathers foe ! 
Late king, now captive ; late lord, now forlorne ; 
The worlds reproch ; die cruell victors scome ; 
Banisht from princely bowre to wasteful wood ! 
O ! who shall helpe me to lament and moume 
The royall seed, the antique Trojan blood. 
Whose empire lenger here then ever any stood !'- 

XLIII. 

The Damzell was full deepe empassioned 
Both for his griefe, and for her peoples sake, 
Whose future woes so plaine he fashioned ; 
And, sighing sore, at length him thus bespake ; 
'' Ah I but will Hevens fiuy never slake, 
Nor vengeaunce huge relent itselfe at last? 
Will not long misery late mercy make. 
But shall their name for ever be defaste, 
Andquitefrom off the earth their memory be raste?' 
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XLIV. 

" Nay but the tenne," said he, " is limited. 
That in this thraldome Britons shall abide ; 
And the iust revolution measured 
That they as straungers shal be notifide : 
For twise fowre hundreth yeares shal be supplide. 
Ere they to former rule restored shal bee, 
And their imp6rtune fates all satisfide : 
Yet, during this their most obscuritee. 
Their beames shall ofte breake forth, that men 
them faire may see. 

XLV. 

^^ For Rhodoricke, whose surname shal be Great, 
Shall of himselfe a brave ensample shew. 
That Saxon kings his friendship shall intreat ; 
And Howell Dha shall goodly well indew 
The salvage minds with skill of iust and trew : 
Then Grifiyth Conan also shall upreare 
His dreaded head, and the old sparkes renew 
Of native corage, that his foes shall feare 
Least back againe the kingdom he from tfaeni 
should beare. 

XLVI. 

" Ne shall the Saxons selves all peaceably 

Enioy the crowne, which they from Britons wonne 

First ill, and after ruled wickedly : 

For, ere two hundred yeares be full outronne. 

There shall a Raven, far from rising sunne. 

With his wide wings upon them fiercely fly. 

And bid his faithlesse chickens overronne 

The fruitful! plaines, and with fell cruelty 

In their avenge tread downe the victors surquedry « 
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XLVII. 

*^ Yet shall a Third both these and thine subdew: 
There shall a Lion from the sea-bord wood 
Of Neustria come roring, with a crew 
Of hungry whelpes, his battailous bold brood, 
Whose clawes were newly dipt in cruddy blood, 
That from the Daniske Tyrants head shall rend 
Th' usurped crowne, as if that he were wood. 
And the spoile of the countrey conquered 
Emongst his young ones shall divide with bounty- 
hed. 

XLVIII. 

*^ Tho, when the terme is full accomplishid. 
There shall a sparke of fire, which hath longwhile 
Bene in his ashes raked up and hid. 
Bee freshly kindled in the fruitfull lie 
Of Mona, where it lurked in exile ; 
Which shall breake forth into bright burning flame. 
And reach into the house that beares the stile 
,Of royall maiesty and soveraine name : 
So shall the Briton blood their crowne againe re- 
clame. 

XLIX. 

*' Thenceforth eternall union shall be made 
Betweene the nations different afore. 
And sacred Peace shall lovingly persuade 
The warlike minds to leame her goodly lore. 
And civile armes to exercise no more : 
Then shall a Royall Virgin raine, which shall 
Stretch her white rod over the Belgicke shore. 
And the great Castle smite so sore withall. 
That it shall make him shake, and shortly learn 
to fall: 

c2 
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LIII. 

'' That therefore nought our passage may empeach. 
Let lis in feigned armes ourselves disguize. 
And our weake hands (Need makes good schollers) 

teach 
The dreadful speare and shield to exercize : 
Xe certesy daughter, that same warlike wize, 
I weene, would you misseeme ; for ye beene tall 
And large of limbe f atchieve an hard emprize ; 
Xe ought ye want but skil, which practize small 
Will bring, and shortly make you a Mayd martiall. 

Liv. 

** And, sooth, it ought your corage much inflame 
To heare so often, in that royall hous. 
Prom whence to none inferior ye came. 
Bards tell of many wemen valorous. 
Which have full many feats adventurous 
Perfprmd, in paragone of proudest men : 
The bold fiunduca, whose victorious 
Exployts made Rome to quake ; stout Guendoleq ; 
Renowmed Martia ; and redoubted Emmilen ; 

LV. 

*< And that, which more then all the rest may sway. 
Late dayes ensample, which these eies beheld : 
In the last field before Menevia, 
Which XJther with those forrein Pagans held, 
I saw a Saxon virgin, the which feld 
Great XJlfin thrise upon the bloody playne ; 
And, had not Carados her hand withheld 
From rash revenge, she had him surely slayne ; 
Yet Carados himselfe from her escapt with payne/* 
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LVI. 

•*Ah! read," quoth Britomart, "howisshehightr 
** Fayre Angela/' quoth she, ** men do her caU, 
No whit lesse fayre then terrible in fight : 
She hath the leading of a martiall 
And mightie people, dreaded more then aU 
The other Saxons, which doe, for her sake 
And love, themselves of her name Angles call. 
Therefore, faire Infant, her ensample make 
Unto thyselfe, and equall corage to. thee take.*' 

LVII. 

Her harty wordes so deepe into the mynd 
Of the young Damzell sunke, that great desire 
Of warlike armes in her forthwith l£ey tynd. 
And generous stout courage did inspyre. 
That she resolv'd, unweeting to her syre. 
Adventurous knighthood on herselfe to don ; 
And counseld with her nourse her maides attyre 
To tume into a massy habergeon ; 
And bad her all things put in readiness anon. 

LVIII. 

Th' old woman nought that needed did omit ; 

But all thinges did conveniently purvay. 

It fortuned (so time their tume did fitt) 

A band of Britons, ryding on forray 

Few dayes before, had gotten a great pray 

Of Saxon goods ; cmongst the which was seene 

A goodly armour, and full rich aray. 

Which long'd to Angela, the Saxon queene. 

All fretted round with gold and goodly wel beseene. 
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LIX. 

The same, with all the other ornaments. 
King Kyence caused to be hanged hy 
In bis chiefe church, for endlesse moniments 
Of his successe and gladfuU victory : 
Of which herselfe avising readily. 
In th* evening late old Glauc^ thether led 
Faire Britomart, and, that same armory 
Downe taking, her therein appareled 
Well as she might, and with brave bauldrick 
garnished. 

LX. 

Beside those armes there stood a mightie speare. 
Which Bladud made by magick art of yore. 
And usd the same in batteill aye to beare ; 
Sith which it had beene here preserved in store. 
For his great virtues proved long afore : 
For never wight 90 fast in sell could sit. 
But him perforce unto the ground it bore : 
Both speare she tooke and shield which hong by it ; 
Both speare and shield of great powre, for her 
purpose fit. 

LXI. 

Thus when she had the Virgin all arayd. 
Another hamesse which did hang thereby 
About herselfe she dight, that the yong Mayd 
She might in equall armes accompaay. 
And as her Squyre attend her carefully : 
Tho to their ready steedes they clombe full light; 
And through back wales, that none might them 
Covered with secret cloud of silent night, [espy. 
Themselves they forth convaid, and passed forward 
right. 
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LXII. 

Ne rested they, till that to Faery Lond 
They came, as Merlin them directed late : 
Where, meeting with this Kedcrosse Knight, she 

fond 
Of diverse thinges discourses to dilate. 
But most of Arthegall and his estate. 
At last their wayes so fell, that they mote part : 
Then each to oilier, well affectionate, 
Frendship professed with unfained hart : 
The Redcrosse Ejiight diverst; but forth rode 

Biitomart. 
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CANTO IV. 



Bold Marinell of Bri torn art 
Is throwne on the Rich Strond 

Faire Florimell of Arthur is 
Long followed, bat not fond. 



I. 

Where is the antique glory now become, 
That whylome wont in wemen to appeare ? 
Where be the brave atchievements doen by some? 
Where be the batteilles, where the shield and speare. 
And all the conquests which them high did reare, 
That matter made for famous poets verse, 
And boastfull men so oft abasht to heare? 
Beene they all dead, and laide in dolefull herse ? 
Or doen they onely sleepe, and shall againe reverse ? 

II. 

K they be dead, then woe is me therefore ; 
But if they sleepe, O let them soone awake ! 
For aU too long I bume with envy sore 
To heare the warlike feates which Homere spake 
Of bold Penthesilee, which made a lake 
Of Greekish blood so ofte in Trojan plaine ; 
But when I reade, how stout Debora strake 
Proud Sisera, and how CamilF hath slaine 
The huge Orsilochus, I swell with great disdaine. 
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III. 

Yet ihese^ and all that els had puissaimce. 
Cannot with noble Britomart compare, 
Aswell for glorie of great valiauncey 
As for pure chastitee and vertue rare, 
TTiat all her goodly deedes doe well declare. 
Well worthie stock, from which the branches 

sprong 
That in late yeares so faire a blossome bare. 
As thee, O Queene, the matter of my song, 
Whose lignage from this Lady I derive along ! 

IV. 

Who when, through speaches with the Redcrosse 

Knight, 
She learned had th^ estate of Arthegall, 
And in each point herselfe informd aright, 
A friendly league of love perpetuall 
She with him bound, and conge tooke withall. 
Then he forth on his ioumey did proceede, 
To seeke adventures which mote him befall. 
And win him worship through his warlike deed,. 
Which alwaies of his paines he made the chiefest 

meed. 

v. 

But Britomart kept on her former course, 
Ne ever dofte her armes ; but all the way 
Grew pensive through that amorous discourse. 
By which the Redcrosse Knight did earst display 
Her Lovers shape and chevalrous aray : 
A thousand thoughts she fashiond in her mind ; 
And in her feigning fancie did pourtray 
Him, such as fittest she for love could find. 
Wise, warlike, personable, courteous, and kind. 
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VI. 

With such selfe-pleasing thoughts her wound she 

fedd. 
And thought so to beguile her grievous smart ; 
But so her smart was much more grievous bredd. 
And the deepe wound more deep engord her hart. 
That nought but death her dolour mote depart. 
So forth she rode, without repose or rest. 
Searching all lands and each remotest part, 
Following the guydance of her blinded guest. 
Till that to the sea-coast at length she her addrest. 

VII. 

There she alighted from her light-foot beast. 
And, sitting downe upon the rocky shore, 
Badd her old Squyre unlace her lofty creast : 
Tho, haying vewd awhile the surges hore 
That gainst the craggy clifts did loudly rore. 
And in their raging surquedry disdaynd 
That the fast earth affronted them so sore. 
And their devouring covetize restraynd ; 
Thereat she sighed deepe, and after thus com- 
plajrnd : 

VIII. 

'' Huge sea of sorrow and tempestuous griefe. 
Wherein my feeble barke is tossed long 
Far from the hoped haven of reliefe. 
Why doe thy cruel billowes beat so strong. 
And thy moyst mountaines each on others throng, 
Threatning to swallow up my fearefull lyfe ? 
O, doe thy cruell wrath and spightfull wrong 
At length allay, and stint thy stormy strife. 
Which in these troubled bowels raignes and rageth 
ryfe! 

VOL. III. D 
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IX. 

" For els my feeble vessell, crazd and crackt 
Through thy strong buffets and outrageous blowes, 
Cannot endure, but needes it must be wrackt 
On the rough rocks, or on the sandy shaU6wes, 
Tlie whiles that Love it steres, and Fortune rowes : 
Love, my lewd pilott, hath a restlesse minde ; 
•And Fortune, boteswaine, no assuraunce knowes ;: 
But saile withouten starres gainst ty de and winde : 
How can they other doe, sith boUi are bold and 
blinde ! 

X. 

** Thou god of windes, that raignest in the seas, 

Tliat raignest also in the continent. 

At last blow up some gentle gale of ease. 

The which may bring my ship, er^ it be rent. 

Unto the gladsome port of her intent ! 

Then, when I shall myselfe in safety see, 

A table, for etemall moniment 

Of thy great grace and my great ieopardee. 

Great Neptune, I avow to hallow unto thee !" 

XI. 

Then sighing softly sore, and inly deepe. 
She shut up all her plaint in priyy griefe ; 
(For her great courage would not let her weepe ;) 
Till that old Glauc^ gan with sharpe repriefe 
Her to restraine, and give her good reliefe 
Through hope of those, which Merlin had her told 
Should of her name and nation be chiefe. 
And fetch their being fix)m the sacred mould 
Of her immortal! womb, to be in heven enrold. 
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XII. 

Thus as she her recomforted, she spyde 
Where far away one, all in armour bright. 
With hasty gallop towards her did ryde : 
Her doloui: soone she ceast, and on her dight 
Her helmet, to her courser mounting light : 
Her fonner sorrow into sudden wrath 
(Both coosen passions of distroubled spright) 
Converting, forth she beates the dusty path : 
Love and despightattonceher corage kindled h&th. 

XIII. 

As, when a foggy mist hath overcast 
The face of heven and the cleare ayre engroste. 
The world in darknes dwels ; till that at last 
The watry southwinde from the seabord coste 
Upblowing doth disperse the vapour lo^ste. 
And poures itselfe forth in a stormy showre ; 
So the fayre Britomart, having discloste 
Her clowdy care into a wratbfuU stowre, 
The mbt of griefe dissolved did into vengeance 
powre. 

XIV. 

Eftsoones, her goodly shield addressing iByre, 

That mortall speare she in her hand did take. 

And unto battaill did herselfe prepayre. 

The Knight, approching, stemely her bespake; 

" Sir Knight, that doest thy voyage rashly make 

By this forbidden way in my despight, 

Ne doest by others death ensample take« 

I read thee sobne retyre, whiles tiiou hast might, 

Least afterwards it be too late to take thy flight." 
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XV. 

Ythrild with deepe disdaine of his proud threat, 
She shortly thus ; " Fly they, that need to fly ; 
TTordes fearen babes : I meane not thee entreat 
To passe ; but maugre thee will passe or dy :"* 
Ne lenger stayd for th' other to reply. 
But with sharpe speare the rest made dearly 

knowne. 
Strongly the straunge Knight ran, and sturdily 
Strooke her full on the brest, that made her downe 
Decline ker head, and touch her crouper with her 

crown. 

XVI. 

But she againe him in the shield did smite 
With so fierce furie and great puissaunce, 
That, through his three-square scuchin percing 

quite 
And through his mayled hauberque, by mischaunce 
The wicked Steele through his left side did glaunce ; 
Him so transfixed she before her bore 
Beyond hb croupe, the length of all her launqe ; 
Till, sadly soucing on the sandy shore, 
He tombled on an heape, and wallowd in his gore. 

XVII. 

Like as the sacred oxe that carelesse stands 
With gilden homes and flowry girlonds crownd. 
Proud of his dying honor and deare bandes. 
Whiles th' dtars fume with frankincense arownd. 
All suddeinly with mortall stroke astownd 
Doth groveling fall, and with his streaming gore 
Distaines the pillours and the holy grownd. 
And the faire flowres that decked him afore ; 
So fell proud Marinell upon the Fretious Shore. 
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XVIII. 

The martiall Mayd stayd not him to lament, 
But forward rode, and kept her ready way 
Along the Strond ; which, as she over-went. 
She saw bestrowed all with rich aray 
Of pearles and pretious stones of great assay,^ 
And all the gravell mixt with golden owre : 
Whereat she wondred much, but would not stay 
For gold, or perles, or pretious stones, an howre, 
Bpt them despised all ; for all was in her powre. 

XIX. 

Whiles thus he lay in deadly stonishment, 
lydings hereof came to his mothers eare ; 
His mother was the blacke-browd Cymoent, 
The daughter of great Nereus, which did beare 
This warlike sonne unto an earthly peare. 
The famous Dumarin ; who on a day 
Finding the nymph asleepe in secret wheare. 
As he by chaunce did wander that same way. 
Was taken with her love, and by her closely lay. 

XX. 

There he this ELnight of her begot, whom borne 
She, of his father, Marinell did name ; 
And in a rocky cave as wight forlome 
Long time she fostred up, till he became 
A mighty man at armes, and mickle fame 
Did get through great adventures by him donne : 
For never man he suffired by that same 
Rich Strond to travell, whereas he did wonne. 
But that he must do battail with the Sea-nymphes 
Sonne. 

d2 
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XXI. 

An hundred Ejiights of honorable name 
He had subdew'd, and them his vassals made : 
That through all Farie Lond his noble fame 
Now blazed was, and feare did all invade. 
That none durst passen through that perilous glade : 
And, to advaunce his name and glory more. 
Her sea-god syre she dearely did perswade 
T endow her sonne with threasure and rich store 
Bove all the sonnes that were of eardily wombes 
ybore^ 

XXII. 

The god did graunt his daughters deare demaijuid. 
To doen his nephew in all riches flow : 
Eftsoones his heaped waves he did comimaunfjl 
Out of their hollow bosome forth to throw 
All the huge threasure, which the sea below 
Had in his greedy gulfe devoured deepe, 
And him enriched through the overthrow 
And wreckes of many wretches, which did weepe 
And often wayle their wealth which be from them 
did keepe. 

XXIII. 

Shortly upon that Shore there heaped was 
Exceeding riches and all pretious things. 
The spoyle of all the world ; that it did pas 
The wealth of th' East, and pompe of Persian kings : 
Gold, amber, yvorie, perles, owches, rings. 
And all that els was pretious and deare. 
The sea unto him voluntary brings ; 
That shortly he a great Lord did appeare> 
As was in all the Lond of Faery, or elsewheare. 
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XXIV. 

Thereto he was a doughty dreaded Knight, 
Tryde often to the scath of many deare. 
That none in equall armes him matchen might : 
The which his mother seeing gan to feare 
Least his too haughtie hardiues might reare 
Some hard mishap in hazard of his life : 
Forthy she oft him counseld to forbeare 
The bloody batteill, and to stirre up strife. 
But after all his warre to rest his wearie kni£e : 

XXV. 

And, for his more assuraunce, she inquired 
One day of Proteus by his mighty spell 
(For Proteus was with prophecy inspired) 
Her deare sonnes destiny to her to tell. 
And the sad end of her sweet Marinell : 
Who, through foresight of his etemall skill. 
Bad her from womankind to keepe him well ; 
For of a woman he should have much ill ; 
A Virgin straunge and stout him should dismay 
or kill. 

XXVI. 

Forthy she gave him warning every day 
The love of women not to entertaine ; 
A lesson too too hard for living clay. 
From love in <:ourse of nature to refraine ! 
Yet he his mothers lore did well retaine, 
And ever from fayre Ladies love did fly ; 
Yet many Ladies fayre did oft complaince. 
That they for love of him would algates dy : 
Dy, whoso list for him, he was Loves enimy. 
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XXVII. 

But ah ! who can deceiye his destiny. 
Or weene by warning to ayoyd his fate? 
That, when he sleepes in most security 
And safest seemes, him soonest doth amate. 
And findeth dew effect or soone or late ; 
So feeble is the powre of fleshly arme ! 
His mother bad him wemens We to hate^ 
For she of womans force did feare no harme ; 
So weening to have arm'd him, she did quite 
disarme. 

XXVIII. 

This was that woman, this that deadly wownd^ 

That Proteus prophecide should him dismay ; 

The which his mother vainely did expownd 

To be hart-wownding love, which should assay 

To bring her sonne unto his last decay. 

So tickle be the termes of mortall state 

And full of subtile sophismes, which doe play 

With double sences, and with false debate, 

T' approve the unknowen purpose of etemall fate. 

XXIX. 

Too trew the famous Marinell it fownd; 
Who, through late triall, on that Wealthy Stix>nd 
Inglorious now lies in sencelesse swownd, - 
Through heavy stroke of Britomartis bond. 
Which when his mother deare did understond. 
And heavy tidings heard, whereas she playd 
Amongst her watry sisters by a pond. 
Gathering sweete daffadillyes, to have made 
Gay girlonds from the sun their forheads fayr to 
shade; 
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XXX. 

Efltesoones both flowres and girlonds far away 
She flong, and her faire deawy lockes yrent ; 
To sorrow huge she tumd her former play. 
And gamesom merth to grievous dreriment : 
Shee threw herselfe downe on the continent^ 
Ne word did speake, but lay as in a swowne. 
Whiles all her sisters did for her lament 
With yelling outcries, and with shrieking sowne; 
And every one did teare her girlo^d from her 
crowne. 

x;xxi. 

Soone fis she up out of her deadly fitt 
Arose, she bad her charett to be brought ; 
And all her sisters, that with her did sitt. 
Bad eke attonce their charetts to be sought : 
Tho, full of bitter griefe and pensive thought. 
She to her wagon clombe ; clombe all the rest. 
And forth together went, with sorow fraught: 
The waves obedient to theyre beheast 
Them yielded ready passage, and their rage sur- 
ceast. 

XXXII. 

Great Neptune stoode amazed at their sight. 
Whiles on his broad rownd backe they softly slid, 
And eke himselfe moumd at their mournful phght^ 
Yet wist not what their waiUng ment, yet did. 
For great compassion of their sorow, bid 
His mighty waters to them buxome bee : 
Efltesoones the roiaring billowes still abid. 
And all the griesly monsters of the see 
Stood gaping at their gate, and wondred them to 
see. 



38 THE FAERIE QUEENE. B. lU. 

XXXIII. 

A teme of dolphins raunged in aray 
Drew the smooth charett of sad Cymoent ; 
They were all taught by Triton to obay 
To the long raynes at her commaimdement ; 
As swifte as ^wallowes on the waves they went. 
That their brode flaggy finnes no fome did reare, 
Ne bubling rowndell diey behinde them sent ; 
The rest, of other fishes drawen weare. 
With which their finny oars the swelling sea did 
sheare. 

XXXIV. 

Soone as they bene arrived upon the bnm 

Of the Hich Strond, their charets they forlore. 

And let their temed, fishes softly swim 

Along the margent Of the fomy shore. 

Least they their finnes should bruze, and surbate 

sore 
Their tender feete upon the stony grownd : 
And comming to the place, where all in gore 
And cruddy blood enwallowed they fownd 
The.lucklesse Marinell lying in deadly swownd, 

XXXV. 

His mother swowned thrise, and the third time 
Could scarce recovered bee out of her paine ; 
Had she not beene devoide of mortall slime. 
She should not then have bene rely v'd againe : 
But, soone as life recovered had the raine, 
Shee made so piteous mone and deare wayment. 
That the hard rocks could scarce from tears refraine : 
And all her sister nymphes with one consent 
Supplide her sobbing breaches with sad comple? 
inent. 



tt 
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XXXVI. 

Deare image of myselfe/' she sayd, ''. that is 
The wretched sonne of wretched mother borne, 
Is this thine high advauncement? O ! is this 
Th' immortall name, with which thee yet unbome 
Thy grandsire Nereus promist to adqme? 
Now lyest thou of life and honor refte ; 
Now lyest thou a lumpe of earth forlome ; 
Ne of thy late life memory is lefte ; 
Ne can tiiy irrevocable desteny bee wefte ! 

XXXVII. 

'* Fond ProteuSy father of false prophecis ! 
And they more fond that credit to thee give ! 
Not this the worke of womans hand ywis, 
That so deepe wound through these deare mem^ 

bers drive. 
I feared love ; but they that love doe live ; 
But they that dye, doe nether love nor hate : 
Nathlesse to thee thy folly I forgive ; 
And to myselfe, and to accursed fate. 
Hie guilt I doe ascribe : deare wisedom bought too 

late! 

XXXVIII^ ~ 

" O ! what availes it of immortall seed 
To beene ybredd and never borne to dye ? 
Farre better I it deeme to die with speed 
Then waste in woe and waylfuU miserye: 
Who dyes, the utmost dolor doth abye ; 
But who that lives, is lefte to waile his losse : 
So life is los9e, and death felicity : 
Sad life worse then glad death ; and greater crosse 
To -eee frends grave, then dead the grave selfe to 
engrosse. 
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XXXIX. 

** But if the heavens did his days envie. 
And my short blis maligne ; yet mote they well 
Thus much afford me, ere that he did die. 
That the dim eies of my deare Marinell 
I mote have closed, and him bed farewell, 
Sith other offices for mother meet 

They would not graunt 

Yett ! maulgre them, farewell, my sweetest Sweet ! 
Farewell, my sweetest sonne, sith we no more shall 
meet l" 

XL. 

Thus when they all had sorowed their fill. 
They softly gan to search his griesly wownd : 
And, that they might him handle more at will. 
They him disarmd ; and, spredding on the grownd 
Their watchet mantles frindgd with silyer rownd. 
They softly wipt away the gelly blood 
From th' orifice ; which having well upbowtidy 
They pourd in soveraine balme and nectar good. 
Good both for erthly med'cine and for heyenly food. 

XLI. 

Tho, when the lilly-handed liagore 
(This Liagore whilome had learned skill 
In leaches craft, by great ApoUoes lore, 
Sith her whilome upon high Pindus hill 
He loved, and at last her wombe did fill 
With hevenly seed, whereof wise Paeon sproQg,) 
Did feele his pulse, shee knew there staled still 
Some litle life his feeble sprites emong ; 
Which to his mother told, despeyre she from her 
flong. 
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XLII. 

Tho, up him taking in their tender hands, 

They easely unto her charett beare : 

Her teme at her commaundement quiet stands, 

Whiles they the corse into her wagon reare, 

And strowe with flowres the lamentable beare : 

Then all the rest into their coches dim, 

And through the brackish waves their passage 

sheare ; 
Upon great Neptunes necke they softly swim, 
And to her watry chamber swiftly carry him. 

XLIII. 

Deepe in the bottome of the sea, her bowte 
Is built of hollow billowes heaped hye. 
Like to thicke clouds that threat a stormy showre, 
And yauted all within like to the skye. 
In which the gods doe dwell eternally : 
There they him laide in easy couch well dight ; 
And sent in haste for Tryphon, to apply 
Salves to his wounds, and medicines of might : 
For TryphQn of sea-gods the soveraine leach is 
hight. 

XLIV. 

The whiles the nymphes sitt all about him rownd. 
Lamenting his mishap and heavy plight ; 
And ofte his mother, vewing his wide wownd, 
Cursed the hand that did so deadly smight 
Her dearest sonne, her dearest harts deUght : 
But none of all those curses overtooke 
The warlike Maide, th' ensample of that might; 
But fayrely well shee thry vd, and well did brooke 
Her noble deedes, ne her right course for ought 
forsooke. 
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XLV. 

Yet did false Archimage her still pursew. 
To bring to passe his mischievous intent. 
Now that he had her singled from the crew 
Of courteous Knights, the Prince and Fary genty 
Whom late in chace of Beauty excellent 
Shee lefte, pursewing that same foster strong ; 
Of whose fowle outrage they impatient, 
And full of firy zele, him followed long. 
To reskew her from shame, and to revenge her 
wrong. 

XLVI. 

Through thick and thin, through mountains and 

through playns. 
Those two great Champions did attonce pursew 
The fearefuU Damzell with incessant payns ; 
Who from them fled, as light-foot hare from vew 
Of hunter swifte and sent of howndes trew. 
At last they came unto a double way ; 
Where, doubtfuU which to take, her to reskew. 
Themselves they did dispart, each to assay 
Whether more happy were to win so goodly pray* 

XLVII. 

But Timias, the Princes gentle Squyre, 
That Ladies love unto his Lord forlent. 
And with proud envy and indignant yre 
After that wicked foster fiercely went : 
So beene they Three three sondry wayes ybent : 
But fayrest fortune to the Prince befell ; 
Whose chaunce it was, that soone he did repent, 
To take that way in which that Damozell 
Was fledd afore, afiiraid of him as feend of hell. 
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XLVIII. 

At last of her far oflf he gained vew : 

Then gan he freshly pricke his fomy steed, 

And ever as he nigher to her drew, 

So evermore he did increase his speed, 

And of each turning still kept wary heed : 

Alowd to her he oftentimes did caU 

To doe away yaine doubt and needlesse dreed : 

Full myld to her he spake, and oft let fall 

Many meeke wordes to stay and comfort her withalL 

XLIX. 

But nothing might relent her hasty flight ; 
So deepe the deadly feare of that foule swaine 
Was earst impressed in her gentle spright : 
Like as a fearefuU dove, which through the raine 
Of the wide ayre her way does cut amaine. 
Having farre off espyde a tassell gent. 
Which after her his nimble winges doth straine, 
Doubleth her hast for feare to bee for-hent. 
And with her pineons cleaves the liquid firmament. 

With no lesse hast, and eke with no lesse dreed. 
That fearefuU Ladie fiedd from him that ment 
To her no evill thought nor evill deed ; 
Yet former feare of being fowly shent 
Carried her forward with her first intent : 
And though, oft looking backward, well she vewde 
Herselfe freed from that foster insolent. 
And that it was a Knight which now her sewde. 
Yet she no lesse the Knight feard then that Villein 
rude. 
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LI. 

His uncouth shield and straunge armes her di3- 

mayd. 
Whose like in Faery Lond were seldom seene ; 
That fast she from him fledd, no lesse afrayd 
Then of wilde beastes if she had chased beene : 
Yet he her foUowd still with corage keene 
So long, that now the golden Hesperus 
Was mounted high in top of heaven sheene. 
And warnd his other brethren ioyeous 
To light their blessed lamps in loves etemall hous. 

LII. 

All suddeinly dim wox the dampish ayre. 
And griesly shadowes covered heaven bright, 
That now with thousand starres was decked fayre : 
Which when the Prince beheld, a lothfull ^ight, 
And that perforce, for want of lenger hght. 
He mote surceasse his suit and lose the hope 
Of his long labour ; he gan fowly wyte 
His wicked fortune that had tumd aslope. 
And cursed Night that reft from him so goodly 
scope. 

LIII. 

Tho, when her wayes he could no more descry. 
But to and fro at disaventure strayd, 
like as a ship, whose lodestar suddeinly 
Covered with clouds her pilott hath dismayd ; 
His wearisome pursuit perforce he stayd. 
And from his loftie steed dismounting low 
Did let him forage : downe himselfe he layd 
Upon the grassy ground to sleepe a throw ; 
The cold earth was his couch, the hard Steele hji^ 
pill6w. 
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LIV. 

But gende Bleepe envyde him any rest ; 
Instead thereof sad sorow and disdaine 
Of his hard hap did vexe his noble brest. 
And thousand Fancies bett his ydle brayne 
With their light wings, the sights of semblantsyaine : 
Oft did he wish thati^ady faire mote bee 
His Faery Queene, for whom he did eomplaine ; 
Or that his Faery Queene were such as shee : 
And ever hasty Night he blamed bittcrlie : 

LV. 

** Night ! thou foule mother of annoyaunce sad. 
Sister of heavie Death, and nourse of Woe, 
Which wast begot in heaven, but for thy bad 
And brutish shape thrust downe to hell below. 
Where, by the grim floud of Cocytus slow. 
Thy dwelling is in Herebus black hous, 
(Black Herebus, thy husband, is the foe 
Of all the gods,) where thou ungratious 
Haifa of thy dayes doest lead in horrour hideous; 

LVI. 

** What had th' Etemall Maker need of thee 
The world in his continuall course to keepe. 
That doest all thinges deface, ne lettest see 
The beautie of his worke ? Indeed in sleepe 
The slouthfiill body that doth love to steepe 
His lustlesse limbes, and drowne his baser mind, 
Ddfa praise thee oft, and oft from Stygian deepe 
Calles thee his goddesse, in his errour blind, 
And great dame Natures handmaide cheanng 
every kind. 

£2 
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LVII. 

*' But well I wote that to an heavy hart 
Thou art the roote and nourse of bitter cares. 
Breeder of new, renewer of old smarts : 
Instead of rest thou lendest rayhng teares ; 
Instead of sleepe thou sendest troublous feares 
And dreadfull visions, in the which alive 
The dreary image of sad Death appeares : 
So from the wearie spirit thou doest drive 
Desired rest, and m^n of happinesse deprive, 

LVIII. 

" Under thy mantle black there hidden lye 
Light-shonning Thefte, and traiterous Intent, 
Abhorred Bloodshed, and vile Felony, 
ShamefuU Deceipt, and Daunger imminent, 
Fowle Horror, and eke helhsh Dreriment : 
All these I wote in thy protection bee. 
And light doe shonne, for feare of being shent : 
For light ylike is loth'd of them and thee ; 
And all, that lewdnesse love, doe hate the light 
to see. 

LIX. 

" For Day discovers all dishonest wayes. 
And sheweth each thing as it is in deed : 
The prayses of High God he faire displayes. 
And His large bountie rightly doth areed : 
Dayes dearest children be the blessed see(} 
Which Darknesse shall subdue and heaven win : 
Truth is his daughter ; he her first did breed 
Most sacred Virgin without spot of sinne : 
O ur life is day ; but death with darknesse doth begin . 
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LX. 

'^ O, when will Day then turae to me againe. 
And bring with him his long-expected light ! 
O Titan ! hast to reare thy ioyous waine ; 
Speed thee to spred abroad thy beames bright. 
And chace away this too long lingring Night ; 
Chace her away, from whence she came, to hell : 
She, she it is, that hath me done despight : 
There let her with the damned spirits dwell. 
And yield her rowme to Day, that can it goyeme 
well;' 

LXI. 

Thus did the Prince that wearie night outweare 
In restlesse anguish and unquiet paine ; 
And earely, ere the Morrow did upreare 
His deawy head out of the ocean maine. 
He up arose, as halfe in great disdaine. 
And clombe unto his steed : So forth he went 
With heavy looke and lumpish pace, that plaine 
In him bewraid great grudge and maltalent : 
His steed eke seemd f apply his steps to his intent. 
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CANTO V. 



Prince Arthur hears of Florimell : 
Three fosters Timias woand ; 

Belphoebe findes him almost dead, 
And reareth oat of swownd. 



I. . 

Wonder it is to see in diverse mindes 
How diversly Love doth his pageaunts play. 
And shewes his powre in variable kindes : 
The baser wit, whose ydle thoughts dlway 
Are wont to cleave unto the lowly clay. 
It stirreth up to sensuall desire, 
And in lewd slouth to wast his carelesse day ; 
But in brave sprite it kindles goodly fire. 
That to all high desert and honour doth aspire. 

II. 

Ne suffereth it uncomely Idlenesse 

In his free thought to build her sluggish nest ; 

Ne suffereth it thought of ungentlenesse 

Ever to creepe into his noble brest ; 

But to the highest and the worthiest 

Lifteth it up that els would lowly fall : 

It lettes not fall, it lettes it not to rest ; 

It lettes not scarse this Prince to breath at all. 

But to his first poursuit him forward still doth call : 
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III. 

Who long time wandred through the forest wyde 
To finde some issue thence ; till that at last 
He met a Dwarfe that seemed terrifyde 
With some late perill which he hardly past. 
Or other accident which him aghast ; 
Of whom he asked, whence he lately came. 
And whether now he traveiled so fast : 
For sore he swat, and, ronning through that same 
Thicke forest, was bescracht and both his feet nigh 
lame. 

IV. 

Panting for breath, and almost out of hart. 
The Dwarfe him answerd, " Sir, ill mote I stay 
To tell the same : I lately did depart 
From Faery Court, where I have many a day 
Served a gentle Lady of great sway 
And high accompt throughout all Elfin Land, 
Who lately left the same, and tooke this way : 
How now I seeke ; and if ye understand 
Which way she fared hath, good Sir, tell out of 
hand." 

V. 

" What mister wight," saide he, " and how arayd V 

" Royally clad," quoth he, " in cloth of gold. 

As meetest may beseeme a noble mayd ; 

Her faire lockes in rich circlet be enrold, 

A fayrer wight did never sunne behold ; 

And on a palfrey rydes more white then snow. 

Yet she herselfe is whiter manifold ; 

The surest signe, whereby ye may her know, 

Js, that she is the fairest wight alive, I trow," 
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VI. 

" Now certesy Swaine/' saide he, ** such^one, I 

weene. 
Fast flying through this forest firom her fo, 
A foule ill-favoured foster, I have seene ; 
Herselfe, well as I might, I reskewd tho. 
But could not stay ; so fast she did foregoe. 
Carried away with wings of speedy feare." 
*' Ah ! dearest God," quoth he, '' that is greatwoe, 
And wondrous ruth to all that shall it heare : 
But can ye read, Sir, how I may her finde, or 

where?* 

VII. 

" Perdy me lever were to weeten that," 
Saide he, " then ransome of the richest Ejiight, 
Or all the good that ever yet I gat : 
But froward fortune, and too forward night. 
Such happinesse did, maulgre, to me spight. 
And fro me reft both life and light attone. 
But, Dwarfe, aread what is that Lady bright 
That through this forrest wandreth thus alone ; 
For of her errour straunge I have great ruth and 



mone." 



VIII. 



" That Ladie is," quoth he, ** whereso she bee. 

The bountiest Virgin and most debonaire 

That ever living eye, I weene, did see : 

lives none this day that may with her compare 

In stedfast chastitie and vertue rare. 

The goodly ornaments of beauty bright ; 

And is ycleped Florimell the fayre, 

Faire Florimell beloVd of many a Knight, 

Yet she loves none but one, that Maiinell li hight ; 
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IX. 

'< A Sea-n3rmphes sonne, that Marinell is hight. 

Of my deare Dame is loved dearely well ; 

In other none, but him, she sets delight ; 

All her delight is set on Marinell ; 

But he sets nought at all by Florimell : 

For Ladies love his mother long ygoe 

Did him, they say, forwame through sacred spell: 

But fame now flies, that of a forreine foe 

He is yslaine, which is the ground of all our woe. 

X. 

** Five dales there be since he (they say) was slaine. 
And fowre since Florimell the Court forwent, 
And vowed never to retume againe 
TiU him alive or dead she did invent. 
Therefore, faire Sir, for love of knighthood gent 
And honour of trew Ladies, if ye may 
By your good counsell, or bold hardiment. 
Or succour her, or me direct the way. 
Do one or other good, I you most humbly pray : 

XI. 

*' So may ye gaine to you full great renowme 

Of all good Ladies through the worlde so wide. 

And haply in her hart finde highest rowme 

Of whom ye seeke to be most magnifide ! 

At least eternall meede shall you abide/' 

To whom the Prince ; " Dwarfe, comfort to thee 

take; 
Por, till thou tidings leame what her betide, 
I here avow thee never to forsake : 
HI weares he armes, that nil! them use for Ladies 

sake." 
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XII. 

So with the Dwarfe he back retoum'd againe. 
To seeke his Lady, where he mote her finde ; 
But by the way he greatly gan complaine 
The want of his good Squire late left behinde, 
For whom he wondrous pensive grew in minde, 
For doubt of daunger which mote him betide ; 
For him he loved above all mankinde. 
Having him trew and faithfiiU ever tride. 
And bold, as ever Squyre that waited by Knights 
side: 

XIII. 

Who all this while full hardly was assayd 

Of deadly daunger which to him betidd : 

For, whiles his Lord pursewd that noble Mayd, 

After that foster fowle he fiercely ridd 

To bene avenged of the shame he did 

To that faire Damzell : Him he chaced long 

Through the thicke woods wherein he would have 

hid 
His shamefull head from his avengement strong, 
And oft him threatned death for his outrageous 

wrong. 

XIV. 
Nathlesse the villein sped himselfe so well. 
Whether through swiftnesse of his speedie beast. 
Or knowledge of those woods where he did dwell, 
That shortly he from daunger was releast, 
And out of sight escaped at the least ; 
Yet not escaped from the dew reward 
Of his bad deedes, which daily he increast, 
Ne ceased not, till him oppressed hard 
The heavie plague that for such leachours is pre- 

pard. 
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XV. 

For, soone as he was vanisht out of sight, 
His coward courage gaaemboldned bee. 
And cast t' avenge him of that fowle despight 
Which he had borne of his bold enimee : 
Tho to his brethren came, (for they were three 
TJngratious children of one gracelesse syre,) 
And unto them complayned how that he 
Had used beene of that foole-hardie Squyre : 
So them with bitter words he stird to bloodie yre. 

XVI. 

Forthwith themselves with their sad instruments 
Of spoyle and murder they gan arme bylive. 
And with him foorth into the forrest went 
To wreake the wrath, which he did earst revive 
In there steme brests, on him which late did drive 
Their brother to reproch and shamefiill flight : 
For they had vow*d that never he aUve 
Out of diat forest should escape their might ; 
Vile rancour their rude harts had fild with such 
despight. 

XVII. 

Within that wood there was a covert glade, 
Foreby a narrow foord, to them well knowne. 
Through which it was uneath for wight to wade ; 
And now by fortune it was overflowne : 
By that same way they knew that Squyre unkno wne 
Mote algates passe ; forthy themselves they set 
There in await with thicke woods overgrowne. 
And all the while their malice they did whet 
With cruell threats his passage through the ford to 
let. 

VOL. III. F 



64 THE FAERIB QUEENE. B. III. 

XVIII. 

It fortuned, as they devized bad. 
The gentle Squyre came lyding that same way, 
Unweeting of their wile and treason bad. 
And through the ford to passen did assay ; 
But that fierce foster, which late fled away. 
Stoutly foorth stepping on the further shore. 
Him boldly bad his passage there to stay. 
Till he had made amends, and full restore 
For all the damage which he had him doen afore. 

XIX. 

With that, at him a quivering dart he threw 
With so fell force, and villeinous despite. 
That through his haberieon the forkehead flew. 
And through the linked mayles empierced quite, 
But had no powre in his soft flesh to bite : 
That stroke the hardy Squire did sore displease 
But more that him he could not come to smite ; 
For by no meanes the high banke he could sease. 
But laboured long in that deepe ford with vaine 
disease. 

XX. 

And still the foster with his long bore-speare 
Hiin kept from kinding at his wished will : 
Anone one sent out of the thicket neare 
A cruell shaft headed with deadly ill. 
And fethered with an unlucky qmll ; 
The wicked Steele stayd not till it did light 
In his left thigh, and deepely did it thrill : 
Exceeding griefe that wound in him empight. 
But more that with his foes he could not come to 
fight. 
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XXI. 

At last, through wrath andyengeaunce,makiiig way 
He on the bancke arryvd with mickle payne ; 
Where the third brother him did sore assay. 
And drove at him with all his might and mayne 
A forest-bill, which both his hands did strayne ; 
But warily he did ayoide the blow. 
And with his speare requited him agayne. 
That both his sides were thrilled with the throw. 
And a large streame of bloud out of the wound 
did flow« 

XXII. 

He, tombling downe, with gnashing teeth did bite 
The bitter earth, and bad to lett hun in 
Into the balefidl house of endlesse night, 
Where wicked ghosts doe waile their former sin. 
lllo gan the battaile freshly to begin ; 
For nathemore for that spectacle bad 
Did th* other two their cruell vengeaunce blin. 
Bat both attonce on both sides him bestad> 
And load upon him layd, his life for to have had. 

XXIII. 

Tho when that villayn he aviz'd, which late 

Affirighted had the fairest Florimell, 

FuU of fiers fury and indignant hate 

To him he turned, and with rigor fell 

8mote him so rudely on the pannikell. 

That to the chin he cleffce his head in twaine : 

Downe on the ground his carkas groveling fell ; 

His sinfull sowle with desperate disdaine 

Out of her fleshly ferme fled to the place of paine. 
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XXIV. 

That seeing, now the only last of three 
Who with that wicked shafte him wounded had, 
Trembling with horror, (as that did foresee 
The fearefiill end of his avengement sad. 
Through which he follow should his brethren bad,) 
His bootelesse bow in feeble hand upcaugfat. 
And therewith shott an arrow at the Lad ; 
Which fayntly ^uttring scarce his helmet raught, 
And glauncing fel to ground, but him aimoyed 
naught. 

XXV. 

With that, he would have fled into the wood ; 
But Timias him lightly overhent. 
Bight as he entring was into the flood. 
And strooke at him with force so violent, 
That headlesse him into the foord he sent ; 
The carcas with the streame was carried downe, 
But th' head fell backeward on the continent ; 
So mischief fel upon the meaners crowne : 
They three be dead with shame ; the Squire lives 
with renowne : 

XXVI. 

He lives, but takes small ioy of his renowne ; 
For of that cruell wound he bled so sore. 
That from his steed he fell in deadly swowne ; 
Yet still the blood forth gusht in so great store. 
That he lay wallowd all in his owne gore. 
Now God thee keepe ! thou gentlest Squire ahve. 
Els shall thy loving Lord thee see no more ; 
But both of comfort him thou shalt deprive. 
And eke thyselfe of honor which thou didst at- 
chive. 
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XXVII. 

Providence hevenly passeth living thought. 
And doth for wretched mens reliefe make way ; 
For loe ! great grace or fortune thether brought 
Comfort to him that comfortlesse now lay. 
In those same woods ye well remember may 
How that a noble hunteresse did wonne, 
Shee, that base Braggadochio did affiray. 
And made him fast out of the forest ronue ; 
Belphosbe was her tiame, as faire as Phoebus sunne. 

XXVIII. 

Shee on a day, as shee pursewd the chace 
Of some Ivilde beast, which with her arrowes keene 
She wounded had, the same along did trace 
By tract of blood, which she had freshly scene 
To have besprinckled all the grassy greene ; 
By the great pursue which she there perceaVd, 
Well hoped shee the beast engor'd had beene. 
And made more haste the life to have bereav'd : 
But ah ! her expectation greatly was deceav'd. 

XXIX. 

Shortly she came whereas that woefiiU Squire 
With blood deformed lay in deadly swownd ; 
In whose faire eyes, like lamps of quenched fire. 
The christall humor stood congealed townd ; 
His locks, like faded leaves fallen to grownd, 
Knotted with blood in bounches rudely ran ; 
And his sweete lips, on which before tbat stownd 
The bud of youth to blossome faire began, 
Spoild of their rosy red were woxen pale and wan. 

f2 
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XXX. 

Saw never living eie more heavy sight. 
That could have made a roeke of stone to rew, 
Or rive in twaine : which when that Lady bright, 
Besides all hope, with melting eies did vew. 
All suddeinly abasht shee chaunged hew. 
And with steme horror backward gan to start: 
But, when shee better him beheld, shee grew 
Full of soft passion and unwonted smart : 
The point of pitty perced through her tender hart. 

XXXI. 

Meekely shee bowed downe, to weete if life 

Yett in his frosen members did remaine ; 

And, feeUng by his pulses beating rife 

That the weake sowle her seat did yett retaine, 

Shee cast to comfort him with busy paine : 

His double-folded necke she reard upright. 

And rubd his temples and each trembling vaine ; 

His mayled haberieon she did undight. 

And from his head his heavy burganet did light. 

XXXII. 

Into the woods thenceforth in haste shee went, 
To seeke for hearbes that mote him remedy ; 
For shee of herbes had great intendiment, 
Taught of the nymphe which from her infancy 
Her nourced had in trew nobility : 
There, whether yt divine tobacco were. 
Or panachaea, or polygeny. 
She fownd, and brought it to her patient deare. 
Who al this while lay bleding out his hart-blood 
neare. 
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XXXIII. 

The soyeraine weede betwixt two marbles plaine 
Shee pownded small, and did in peeees bnize ; 
And them atweene her lilly handes twaine 
Into his wound the juice thereof did scruze ; 
And round about, as she could well it uze. 
The flesh therewith she suppled and did steepe, 
T' abate all spasme and soke the swelling bruze ; 
And, after having searcht the intuse deepe. 
She with her scarf did bind the wound, from cold 
to keepe. 

XXXIV. 

By thb he had sweet life recur'd agayne, 
And, groning inly deepe, at last his eies. 
His watry eies drizling like deawy rayne. 
He up gan lifte toward the azure skies. 
From whence descend all hopelesse remedies : 
Therewith he sigh'd ; and, turning him aside, 
The goodly Maide full of divinities 
And gifts of heavenly grace he by him spide. 
Her bow and gilden quiver lying him beside. 

XXXV. 

** Mercy ! deare Lord,'' said he, ** what grace is this 
That thou hast shewed to me sinfull wight. 
To send thine Angell from her bowre of blis 
To comfort me in my distressed plight ! 
Angell, or goddesse doe I call thee right? 
What service may I doe unto thee meete. 
That hast from darknes me retumd to light. 
And with thy hevenly salves and med'cines sweete 
Hastdrest my sinfull wounds ! I kisse thy blessed 
feete." 
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XXXVI. 

Thereat she blushing said, ** Ah ! gentle Squire, 
Nor goddesse I, nor angell ; but the mayd 
And daughter of a woody nymphe, desire 
No service but thy safety and ayd ; 
Which if thou gaine, I shal be well apayd. 
Wee mortall wights, whose lives and fortunes bee 
To commun accidents stil open layd. 
Are bownd with commun bond of frsultee. 
To succor wretched wights whom we capdved see." 

XXXVII. 

By this her damzells, which the former chace 

Had undertaken after her, arryv'd, 

As did Belphoebe, in the bloody place. 

And thereby deemd the beast had bene deprived 

Of life, whom late their Ladies arow rjrv'd : 

Forthy the bloody tract they foUowd fast. 

And every one to ronne the swiftest stryv'd ; 

But two of them the rest far overpast. 

And where their Lady was arrived at the last. 

xxxvlii. 

Where when they saw that goodly Boy with blood 
Defowled, and tiieir Lady dresse his wownd. 
They wondred much ; and shortly understood 
How him in deadly cace their Lady fownd. 
And reskewed out of the heavy stownd. 
Eftsoones his warlike courser, which was strayd 
Farre in the woodes whiles that he lay in swownd, 
She made those damzels search ; which being stay d. 
They did him set thereon, and forth with them con- 
vay'd. 
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XXXIX. 

Into that forest farre they thence him led 
Where was their dwelling ; in a pleasant glade 
With mountaines rownd about environed 
And mightie woodes, which did the valley shade. 
And like a stately theatre it made 
Spreading itselfe into a spatious plaine ; 
And in the midst a little river plaide 
Emongst the pumy stones, which seemd to plaine 
With gentle murmure that his course they did re- 
3traine. 

XL. 

Beside the same a dainty place there lay, 

Planted with mirtle trees and laurells greene. 

In which the birds song many a lovely lay 

Of Gods high praise, and of their sweet loves teene. 

As it an earthly paradize had beene : 

In whose enclosed shadow there was pight 

A faire pavilion, scarcely to be scene. 

The which was al within most richly dight. 

That greatest princes hving it mote well delight. 

XLI. 

Thether they brought that wounded ^quyre, and 

layd 
In easie couch his feeble hmbes to rest. 
He rested him awhile ; and then the Mayd 
His readie wound with better salves new drest : 
Daily she dressed him, and did the best, 
His grievous hurt to guarish, that she might ; 
That shortly she his dolour hath redrest. 
And his foule sore reduced to faire plight : 
It she reduced, but himselfe destroyed quight. 
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XLII. 

O foolish physick, and unfruitfull paine. 

That heales up one, and makes another wound ! 

She his hurt thigh to him recurd againe. 

But hurt his hart, the which before was sound, 

Through an unwary dart which did rebownd 

From her faire eyes and gratious countenaunce. 

What bootes it him from death to be unbownd, 

To be captived in endUsse duraiince 

Of sorrow and despeyre without aleggeaunce ! 

XLIII. 

Still as his wound did gather, and grow hole. 
So still his hart woxe sore, and health decayd: 
Madnesse to save a part, and lose the whole ! 
Still whenas he beheld the heavenly Mayd, 
Whiles daily playsters to his wownd she layd. 
So still his malady the more increast. 
The whiles her matchlesse beautie him dismayd. 
Ah God ! what other could he do at least. 
But love so fayre a Lady that his life releast ! 

XLIV. 

Long while he strove in his corageous brest 
With reason dew the passion to subdew. 
And love for to dislodge out of his nest: 
Still when her excellencies he did vew. 
Her soveraine bountie and celestiall hew, 
The same to love he strongly was constraynd : 
But, when his meane estate he did revew. 
He from such hardy boldnesse was restraynd. 
And of his lucklesse lott and cruell love thus playnd : 
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XLV. 

'' XJnthankfull wretch/' said he, '' is this the meed, 
^ith which her soverain mercy thou doest quight ? 
rhy life she saved by her gratious deed ; 
But thou doest weeiie with yilleinous despight 
To blott her honour and her heavenly light : 
Dye ; rather dye then so disloyally 
Deeme of her high desert, or seeme so light: 
Fayre death it is, to shonne more shame, to 4y : 
Dye ; rather dy then ever love disloyally, 

XLVI. 

•* But if, to love, disloyalty it bee, 
Shall I then hate her tiiat from deathes dore 
IMEe brought ? ah ! farre be such reprocb fro mee ! 
What can I lesse doe then her love therefore, 
Sith I her dew reward cannot restore ? 
Dye ; rather dye, and dying doe her serve ; 
Dying her serve, and hving her adore ; 
rhy hfe she gave, thy hfe she doth deserve : 
Dye ; rather dye then ever from her service swerve. 

XLVII. 

'' But, foolish boy, what bootes thy service bace 
To her, to whom the hevens doe serve and sew? 
Thou, a meane Squyre of meeke and lowly place ; 
She, hevenly borne and of celestiall hew. 
How then t of all Love taketh equall vew : 
And doth not Highest God vouchsafe to take 
The love and service of the basest crew? 
If she will not ; dye meekly for her sake : 
Dye ; rather dye then ever so faire love forsake !*' 
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XLVIII. 

Thus warned he long time against his will; 
Till that through weaknesse he was forst at last 
To yield himselfe unto the mightie iD, 
Which, as a victour proud, gan ransack fast 
His inward partes, and all his entrayles wast. 
That neither blood in face nor life in hart 
It left, but both did quite drye up and blast ; 
As percing levin, which the inner part 
Of every thing consumes and calcineth by art. 

XLIX. 

Which seeing fayre Belphoebe gan to feare 
Least that his wound were inly well not heald. 
Or that the wicked Steele empoysned were: 
litle shee weend that love he close conceald. 
Yet still he wasted, as the snow congeald 
When the bright sunne his beams theron doth beat: 
Yet never he his hart to her reveald ; 
But rather chose to dye for sorow great 
Then with dishonorable termes her to entreat. 

L. 

She, gracious Lady, yet no paines did spare 

To doe him ease, or doe him remedy : 

Many restoratives of vertues rare. 

And costly cordialles she did apply. 

To mitigate his stubborne malady : 

But that sweet cordiall, which can restore 

A love-sick hart, she did to him envy ; 

To him j and to all th' unworthy world forlore. 

She did envy that soveraine salve in secret store. 
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LI. 

That daintie rose, the daughter of her mome, 
More deare then life she tendered, whose flowre 
The girlond of her honour did adome : 
Ne sufired she the middayes scorching powre, 
Ne the sharpe northeme wind thereon to showre ; 
But lapped up her silken leaves most chayre, 
Whenso the froward skye began to lowre ; 
But, soone as calmed was the cristall ayre. 
She did it fayre dispred and let to florish fayre. 

LII. 

Etemall God, in his almightie powre, 
To make ensample of his heavenly grace, 
In paradize whylome did plant this Flowre ; 
Whence he it fetcht out of her native place. 
And did in stocke of earthly flesh enrace. 
That mortall men her glory should admyre. 
In gentle Ladies breste and bounteous race 
Of woman-kind it fayrest Flowre doth spyre. 
And beareth fruit of honour and all chast desyre. 

LIII. 

Fayre ympes of beautie, whose bright shining 

beames 
Adome the world with like to heavenly light. 
And to your willes both royalties and reames 
Subdew, through conquest of your wondrous might ; 
With this fayre Flowre your goodly girlonds dight 
Of Chastity and Vertue virginall. 
That shall embellish more your beautie bright, 
And crowne your heades with heavenly coronal!. 
Such as the Angels weare before God's tribunal! I 
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LIV. 

To yoiire faire selves a faire ensample frame 

Of this faire Virgin, this Belphoebe fayre ; 

To whom, in perfect love and spotlesse fame 

Of Chastitie, none living may compayre : 

Ne poysnous Envy iustly can empayre 

The prayse of her fresh-flowring Maydenhead ; 

Forthy she standeth on the highest stayre 

Of th' honorable stage of womanhead. 

That Ladies all may follow her ensample dead. 

LV. 

In so great prayse of stedfast Chastity 
Nathlesse she was so courteous and kynde, 
Tempred with Grace and goodly Modesty, 
Tliat seemed those two vertues strove to fynd 
The higher place in her heroick mynd : 
So striving each did other more augment. 
And both encreast the prayse of womankynde. 
And both encreast her beautie excellent : 
So all did make inJ^<m]{erfect complement. 



.tv 
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CANTO VI. 



The Birth of fayre Belphcebe and 

Of Amorett is told : 
The Gardins of Adonis fraught 

With pleasores manifold. 



I. 

Well may I weene, faire Ladies, all this while 

Ye wonder how this noble Damozell 

So great perfections did in her compile, 

Sith that in salvage forests she did dwell. 

So farre from Court and royall Citadell, 

The great schoolmaistresse of all Courtesy : 

Seemeth that such wilde woodes should far cxpell 

All ciyile usage and gentility. 

And gentie sprite deforme with rude rusticity. 

II. 

But to this faire Belphoebe in her Berth 

The heyens so favorable were and free. 

Looking with myld aspect upon the earth 

In th' horoscope of her nativitee, 

That all the gifts of grace and chastitee 

On her they poured forth of plenteous home : 

love laught on Venus from his soverayne see. 

And Phoebus with faire beames did her adome. 

And all the Graces rockt her cradle being borne. 
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III. 

Her Berth was of the womhe of morning dew, 
And her conception of the ioyous prime ; 
And all her whole creation did her shew 
Pure and unspotted from all loathly crime 
That is ingenerate in fleshly slime. 
So was this Virgin borne, so was she bred ; 
So was she trayned up from time to time 
In ail chaste vertue and true bountihed. 
Till to her dew perfection she were ripened, 

IV. 

Her mother was the faire Chrysogonee, 

The daughter of Amphisa, who by race 

A Faerie was, ybome of high degree : 

She bore Belphoebe ; she bore in like cace 

Fayre Amoretta in the second place : 

These two were twinnes, and twixt them twp did 

share 
The heritage of all celestiall grace ; 
That all the rest it seemd they robbed bare 
Of bounty, and of beautie, and all yertues i^re, 

V, 

It were a goodly storie to declare 
By what straunge accident faire Chrysogone 
Conceived these infants, and how them she bare 
In this wilde forrest wandring all alone. 
After she had nine moneths fulfild and gone : 
For not as other wemens commune brood 
They were enwombed in the sacred throne 
Of her chaste bodie ; nor with commune food. 
As other wemens babes, they sucked vit^tUblopd; 
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VI* 

But wondrously they were begot and bred 
Through influence of th* hevens fruitful! ray. 
As it in antique bookes is mentioned. 
It was upon a sommers shinie day. 
When Titan faire his beames did display, 
In a fresh fountaine, far from all mens vew. 
She bath'd her brest the boyling heat t' allay ; 
She bath'd with roses red and violets blew. 
And all the sweetest flowers that in the forrest grew : 

VII. 

Till faint through yrkesome wearines adowne 
Upon the grassy ground herselfe she layd 
To sleepe, the whiles a gentle slombring swowne 
Upon her fell all naked bare displayd : 
The sunbeames bright upon her body playd. 
Being through former bathing molhflde, 
And pierst into her wombe ; where they embayd 
With so sweet sence and secret powre unspide, 
That in her pregnant flesh they shortly fructifide. 

VIII. 

Miraculous may seeme to him that reades 
So straunge ensample of conception ; 
But reason teacheth that the fruitfull seades 
Of all things living, through impression 
Of the sunbeames in moyst complexion. 
Doe life conceive and quickned are by kynd : 
So, after Nilus inundation. 
Infinite shapes of creatures men doe fynd 
Informed in the mud on which the sunne hath shynd. 

g2 
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IX. 

Great father he of generation 
Is rightly cald, th' authour of life and light ; 
And his faire sister for creation 
Ministreth matter fit, which, tempred right 
With heate and humour, breedes the living wight. 
So sprong these twinnes in womb of Chrysogone ; 
Yet wist she nought thereof, but sore affright 
Wondred to see her belly so upblone. 
Which still increast till she her tenne had full out- 
gone. 

Whereof conceiving shame and foule disgrace, 
Albe her guildesse conscience her cleard. 
She fled into the wildemesse a space. 
Till that unweeldy burden she had reard. 
And shund dishonor which as death she feard : 
Where, wearie of long traveill, downe to rest 
Herselfe she set, and comfortably cheard ; 
There a sad cloude of sleepe her overkest. 
And seized every sence with sorrow sore opprest. 

XI. 

It fortuned, faire Venus having lost 
Her little spnne, the winged god of love. 
Who for some light displeasure, which him crost. 
Was from her fled as flit as ayery dove. 
And left her bhsfull bowre of ioy above ; 
(So from her often he had fled away, 
When she for ought him sharpely did reprove. 
And wandred in the world in straunge aray, 
Disguiz'd in thousand shapes, that none might him 
bewray ;) 
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XII. 

Him for to seeke, she left her heavenly hous. 
The house of goodly formes and faire aspects, 
Whence all the world derives the glorious 
Features of beautie, and all shapes select. 
With which High God his workmanship hath 

deckt ; 
And searched everie way through which his wings 
Had borne him, or his tract she mote detect : 
She promist kisses sweet, and sweeter things. 
Unto the man that of him tydings to her brings. 

XIII. 

first she him sought in Court, where most he us'd 
Whylome to haunt, but there she found him not 
But fnany there she found which sore accused 
His falshood, and with fowle infdmous blot 
His cniell deedes and wicked wyles did spot : 
Ladies and Lordes she every where mote heare 
Complayning, how with his empoysned shot 
Their wofiiU harts he wounded had whyleare. 
And so had left them languishing twixt hope and 
feare. 

XIV. 

She then the Cities sought from gate to gate. 
And everie one did aske. Did he him see ? 
And everie one her answerd, that too late 
He had him scene, and felt the crueltee 
Of his sharpe dartes and whot artilleree : 
And every one threw forth reproches rife 
Of his mischievous deedes, and sayd that hee 
Was the disturber of all civil life. 
The enimy of peace, and authour of all strife. 
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XV, ' 

Then in the Countrey she abroad him sought, 
And in the rurall cottages inquif d ; 
Where also many plaintes to her were brought. 
How he their heedlesse harts with love had fir'd. 
And his false venim through their veines inspired; . 
And eke the gentle shepheard swaynes, which sat 
Keeping their fleecy flockes as they were hyr'd. 
She sweetly heard complaine both how and what 
Her Sonne had to them doen ; yet she did smile 
thereat. 

XVI. 

But, when in none of all these she him got. 
She gan avize where els he mote him hyde : 
At last she her bethought that she had not 
Yet sought the salvage Woods and Forests wyde. 
In which full many lovely Npmphes abyde ; 
Mongst whom might be that he did closely lye. 
Or that the love of some of them him tyde : 
Forthy she thether cast her course f apply. 
To search the secret haunts of Dianes company. 

XVII. 

Shortly unto the wastefuU woods she came. 
Whereas she found the goddesse with her crew. 
After late chace of their embrewed game. 
Sitting beside a fountaine in a rew ; 
Some of them washing with the liquid dew 
From off their dainty limbs the dusty sweat 
And soyle, which did deforme their lively hew ; 
Others lay shaded from the scorching heat ; 
The rest upon her person gave attendance great. 
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XYIII. 

She, having hong upon a bough on high 
Her bow and padited quiver, had unlaste 
Her silver buskins from her nimble thigh. 
And her lanck loynes ungirt, and brests unbraste, 
After her heat the breathing cold to taste ; 
>Her golden loekes, that late in tresses bright 
Embreaded were for hindring of her haste. 
Now loose about her shoulders hong undight. 
And were with sweet Ambrosia aU besprinckled 
light. 

XIX. 

Soone as she Venus saw behinde her backe. 
She was asham'd to be so loose surpriz'd ; 
And woxe halfe wroth against her damzels slacke. 
That had not her thereof before aviz'd. 
But sufired her so carelesly di^guiz'd 
Be overtaken : Soone her garments loose 
TJpgath^ring, in hei^osome she compriz'd 
Well as she might, and to the goddesse rose ; 
Whiles all her nynaphes did like a girlond her 
enclose, 

XX. 

Goodly she gan faire Cytherea greet. 
And shortly asked her what cause her brought. 
Into that wildemesse for her unmeet, 
From her sweete bowres and beds with pleasures 
fraught : [thought. 

That suddein chaung she straung adventure 
To whom halfe weeping she thus answered ; 
That she her dearest sonne Cupido sought. 
Who in his frowardnes from her was fled ; 
That she repented sore to have him angered. 
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XXI. 

Thereat Diana gan to smile, m icorae 

Of her vaine playnt, and to her scoffing sayd ; 

** Great' pitty sure that ye be so forlome 

Of your gay sonne, that gives you so good ayd 

To your disports ; ill mote ye bene apayd !'* , 

But she was more engrieved, and replide ; 

** Faire sister, ill beseemes it to upbrayd 

A dolefull heart with so disdainfull pride ; 

The like that mine may be your paine another tide. 

XXII. 

*' As you in woods and wanton wildemesse 
Your glory sett to chace the salvage beasts ; 
So my delight is all in ioyfulnesse. 
In beds, in bowres, in banekets, and in feasts : 
And ill becomes you, with your lofty creasts. 
To scome the ioye that love is glad to seeke : 
We both are bownd to follow heavens beheasts. 
And tend our charges with obeisaunce meeke : 
Spare, gentle sister, with reprochmy paine to eeke ; 

XXIII. 

" And tell me if that ye my sonne have heard 
To lurke emongst your nimphes in secret wize. 
Or keepe their cabins: much I am affeard 
Least he like one of them himselfe disguize. 
And tume his arrowes to their exercize : 
So may he long himselfe full easie hide ; 
For he is faire, and fresh in face and guize 
As any nimphe ; let not it be envide." 
So saying every nimph full narrowly she eide. 
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XXIV. 

But Phoebe therewith sore was angered. 

And sharply saide, " Goe, dame ; goe, seeke your 

boy. 
Where you hun lately lefte, in Mars his bed : 
He comes not here ; we scorne his fooUsh ioy, 
Ne lend we leisure to his idle toy : 
But, if I catch him in this company. 
By Stygian lake I vow, whose sad annoy 
The gods doe dread, he dearly shall abye : 
He cUp his wanton wings that he no more shall 

flye." 

XXV. 

Whom whenas Venus saw so sore displeasd, 
Shee inly sorry was, and gan relent 
What shee had said : so her shee soone appeasd 
With sugred words and gentle blandishment, 
Which as a fountaine from her sweete lips went 
And welled goodly forth, that in short space 
She was well pleasd, and forth her damzells sent 
Through all the woods, to search from place to 

place 
K any tract of him or tidings they mote trace. 

XXVI. 

To search the god of love her nimphes she sent 
Throughout the wandring forest every where : 
And i^r them herselfe eke with her went 
To seeke the fugitive both farre and nere. 
So long they sought, till they arrived were 
In that same shady covert whereas lay 
Paire Crysogone in slombry traunce whilere ; 
Who in her sleepe (a wondrous thing to say) 
Unwares had borne two Babes as faire as spring- 
ing day. 
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XXVtt. 

Unwares she them conceiyd, unwares she bore : 
She bore withouten paine, that she conceiy'd 
Withouten pleasure ; ne her need implore 
Lueinaes Aide : Which when they both perceiv'd, 
They were through wonder nigh of sence berev'd, 
And gazing each on other nought bespake : 
At last they both agreed her seeming griev'd 
Out of her heavie swowne not to awake. 
But from her loving side the tender Babes to take. 

XXVIII. 

Up they them tooke, each one a Babe uptooke^ 
And with them carried to be fostered : 
Dame Phoebe to a nymphe her Babe betooke 
To be upbrought in perfect Maydenhed, 
And, of herselfe, her name Belphoebe red : 
But Venus hers thence far away convayd. 
To be upbrought in goodly womanhed ; 
And, in her litle Loves stead which was strayd. 
Her Amoretta cald, to comfort her dismayd. 

XXIX. 

She brought her to her ioyous Paradize 

Wher most she wonnes, when she on earth doesF 

dwell. 
So faire a place as nature can devize : 
Whether in Paphos, or Cytheron hill. 
Or it in Gnidus bee, I wote not well ; 
But well I wote by triall, that this same 
All other pleasaunt places doth excell. 
And called is, by her lost lovers name> 
The Qardin of Adonis, far renowmd by fame. 
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4 

XXX. 

« 

In that same Gardin all the goodly flowres» 
Wherewith dame Nature doth her beautify 
And decks the girlonds of her paramoures. 
Are fetcht : There is the first seminary 
Of all things that are borne to live and dye, 
According^ to their kynds. Long worke it wer 
Here to account the endlesse progeny 
Of all the weeds that bud and blossome there ; 
But so much as doth need must needs be counted 
here. 

XXXI. 

It sited was in fhiitfull soyle of old. 
And girt in with two walls on either side ; 
The one of 3nron, the other of bright gold. 
That none might thorough breake, nor overstride: 
And double gates it had which opened wide, 
By which both in and out men moten pas ; 
Th' one faire and fresh, the other old and dride : 
Old GeAius the porter of them was. 
Old Genius, the which a double nature has. 

XXXII. 

He letteth in, he letteth out to wend 
All that to come iiito the world desire : 
A thousand thousand naked babes attend 
About him day and night, which doe require 
That he with fleshly weeds would them attire : 
Such as him Hst, such as etemall fate 
Ordained hath, he clothes with sinfull mire, ' 
And sendeth forth to live in mortall state. 
Till they agayn retume backe by the hinder.gate. 
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XXXIII. 

After that they againe retouroed beene. 
They in that Gardin planted bee agayne. 
And grow afresh, as they had never seene 
Fleshly corruption nor mortall payne : 
Some thousand yeares so doen tbey there remayne. 
And then of him are dad with other hew. 
Or sent into the chaungefull world agayne. 
Till thether they retoume where first they grew : 
So, like a wheele, arownd they ronne hem old to 
new. 

XXXIV. 

Ne needs there gardiner to sett or sow, 
To plant or prune ; for of their owne accord 
All things, as they created were, doe grow. 
And yet remember well the Mighty Word 
Which first was spoken by th' Almighty Lord, 
That bad them to increase and multiply : , 
Ne doe they need, with water of the ford 
Or of the clouds, to moysten their roots dry ; 
For in themselves etemall moisture they imply. 

XXXV. 

Infinite shapes of creatures there are bred. 

And uncouth formes, which none yet ever knew : 

And every sort is in a sondry bed 

Sett by itselfe, and ranckt in comely rew ; 

Some fitt for reasonable sowles t' indew ; 

Some made for beasts, some made for birds to 

weare ; 
And all the fruitfull spawne of fishes hew 
In endlesse rancks along enraunged were. 
That seemd the ocean could not containe them 

there. 
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XXXVI. 

Daily they grow» and daily forth are sent 

Into the worid, it to replenish more ; 

Yet is the stocke not lessened nor spent. 

But still remaines in everlasting store 

As it at first created was of yore : 

For in the wide wombe of the world there lyes, 

In hateiull darknes and in deepe horr6re, 

An huge etemall Chaos, which supplyes 

The substaunces of Natures fruitfuU progenyes. 

XXXVII, 

All things fix>m thence doe their first being fetch, 
And borrow matter whereof they are made ; 
Which, whenas forme and feature it does ketch. 
Becomes a body, and doth then invade 
The state <^ life out of the griesly shade. 
That substaunce is eteme, and bideth so ; 
Ne, when the life decayes and forme does fade. 
Doth it consume and into nothing goe, 
But chaunged is and often altred to and firoe. 

XXXVIII. 

The substaunce is not chaungd nor altered. 

But th' only forme and outward fashion ; 

For every substaunce is conditioned 

To chauBge her hew, and sondry formes to don. 

Meet for her temper and complexion : 

For formes are variable, and decay 

By course of kinde and by occasion ; 

And that faire flowre of beautie fades away. 

As doth the hUy fresh before ttie suim^ w^ • 
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XXXIX. 

Great enimy to it, and to' all the rest 
That m the Gardin of Adonis springs. 
Is wicked Time ; who with his scytii addrest 
Does mow the flowring herbes and goodly things, 
And all their glory to the ground downe flings, 
Where they do wither and are fowly mard : 
He flyes about, and with his flaggy wings 
Beates downe both leaves and buds without regard, 
Ne ever pitty may relent his malice hard. 

XL. 

Yet pitty often did the gods relent, 
.To see so faire thinges mard and spoiled quight : 
And their great mother Venus did lament 
The losse of her deare brood, her deare deliirht : 
Her hart was pierst with pitty at the sight, 
When walking through the Gardin them she spyde. 
Yet no^te she find redresse for such despight : 
For all that lives is subiect to that law : 
All things decay in time, and to their end doe 
draw. 

XLI. 

But were it not that Time their troubler is, . 
All that in this delightfuU Gardin growes 
Should happy bee, and have immortall blis : 
For here all plenty and all pleasure flowes ; 
And sweete Love gentle fitts emongst them 

throwes. 
Without fell rancor or fond gealosy : 
Franckly each paramour his leman knowes ; 
Each bird his mate ; ne any does envy 
Their goodly meriment and gay feUcity, 
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XLII. 

There is continuall spring, and harvest there 

Continual!, both meeting at one tyme : 

For both the boughes doe laughing blossoms 

beare. 
And with fresh colours decke the wanton pryme, 
And eke attonce the heavy trees they clyme. 
Which seeme to labour under their fi'uites lode : 
The whiles the ioyous birdes make dieir pastyme 
SmoDgst the shady leaves, their sweet abode, 
And their trew loves without suspition tell abrode. 

XLIII. 

Right in the middest of that Paradise 
There stood a stately mount, on whose round top 
A gloomy grove of mirtle trees did rise, 
Whose shady boughes sharp Steele did never lop. 
Nor wicked beastes their tender buds did crop. 
But like a girlond compassed the hight, 
And from their firuitfuU sydes sweet gum did drop. 
That all the ground, with pretious deaw bedight. 
Threw forth most dainty odours and most sweet 
deUght. 

XLIV. 

And in the thickest covert of that shade 
There was a pleasaunt arber, not by art 
But of the trees owne inclination made, [part. 
Which knitting their rancke braunches part to 
With wanton yvie-twine entrayld athwart, 
And eglantine and caprifole emong, 
Fashiond above within their inmost part. 
That nether Phoebus beams could dirough them 
throng, [wrong. 

Nor Aeolus sharp blast could worke them any 

h2 
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XLV. 

And all about grew every sort of flowre, 
To which sad lovers were transformde of yore ; 
Fresh Hyacinthus, Phoebus paramoure 
And dearest love ; 

Foolish Nareisse, that likes the watry shore ; 
Sad Amaranthus, made a flowre but late. 
Sad Amaranthus, in whose purple gore 
Me seemes I see Amintas wretched fate. 
To whom sweet poets verse hath given endless^ 
date. 

XLvr, 

There wont fayre Venus often to enioy 
Her deare Adonis ioyous company. 
And reap sweet pleasure of the wanton boy: 
There yet, some say, in secret he does ly. 
Lapped in flowres and pretious spycery. 
By her hid from the world, and from the skill 
Of Stygian gods, which doe her love envy ; 
But she herselfe, whenever that she will, 
Possesseth him, and of his sweetnesse takes he^ 
fill: 

^LVII. 

And sooth, it seemes, they say ; for he may not 
For ever dye, and ever buried bee 
In balefuU night where all thinges are forgot ; 
All be he subiect to mortalitie, 
Yet is eteme in mutabilitie. 
And by succession made perpetuall. 
Transformed oft, and chaunged diverslie : 
For him the father of all formes they call ; 
Therfore needs mote he Uve, that living gives to 
all. 
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XLVIII. 

There pow he Hveth in eternal blis, 
loying his goddesse, and of her enioyd; 
Ne feareth he henceforth that foe of hb» 
Which with his cruell tuske him deadly doyd : 
For that wilde bore, the which him once annoy d. 
She finnely hath emprisoned for ay, 
(That her sweet Love his maUce mote avoyd,) 
In a strong rocky cave, which is, they say, 
Hewen widemeath that mount, that none him 
losen may. 



XLIX. 

There now he lives in everlasting ioy. 
With many of the gods in company 
Which thether haunt, and with the winged boy. 
Sporting himselfe in safe felicity : 
Who when he hath with spoiles and cruelly 
Ransackt the world, and in the wofiill harts 
Of many wretches set his triumphes hye, 
Thether resortes, and, laying his sad dartes 
• Asyde, with faire Adonis playes his wanton partes. 

L. 

And his trew Love faire Psyche with him playes, 
Fayre Psyche to him lately reconcyld. 
After long troubles and unmeet upbrayes. 
With which his mother Venus her revyld. 
And eke himselfe her cruelly exyld : 
But now in stedfast love and happy state 
She with him lives, and hath him borne a chyld. 
Pleasure, that doth both gods and men aggrate. 
Pleasure, the daughter of Cupid aiidP«^daa\^\fe. 
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LI. 

Hether great Venus brought this Infiant fayre, 

The yonger daughter of Chrysogonee, 

And unto Psyche with great trust and care 

Committed her, yfostered to bee 

And trained up in trew feminitee : 

Who no lesse carefully her tendered 

Then her owne daughter Pleasure, to whom shee 

Made her companion, and her lessoned 

In all the lore of love and goodly womanhead. 

LII. 

In which when she to perfect ripenes grew. 
Of grace and beautie noble paragone. 
She brought her forth into the worldes vew. 
To be th' ensample of true love alone. 
And lodestarre of all chaste affectione 
To all fayre Ladies that doe live on grownd. 
To Faery Court she came ; where many one 
Adm3nrd her goodly haveour, and fownd 
His feeble hart wide launched with loves cruel- 
wownd. 

LIII. 

But she to none of them her love did cast, 

Save to the noble Knight Sir Scudamore, 

To whom her loving hart she hnked fast 

In faithfull love, t' abide for evermore ; 

And for his dearest sake endured sore 

Sore trouble of an hainous enimy. 

Who her would forced have to have forlore 

Her former love and stedfast loialty ; 

As ye may elswhere reade that ruefull history. 
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LIV. 

But well I weene ye first desire to leame 
What end unto that fearefull Damozell, 
Which fledd so fast from that same foster stearoe 
Whom with hb brethren Tlmias slew, befell : 
That was, to weet, the goodly Florimell ; 
Who wandring for to seeke her lover deare. 
Her loTer deare, her dearest Marinell, 
Into misfortune fell, as ye did heare. 
And from Prince Arthure fled with wings of idle 
feare. 



CANTO vn. 



Ilie Witches sonne loyes FlOTimell : 
She fljes ; he fftines to dy. 

Smtjnne MTes the Sqajre of Dames 
^rom Gjaants tjnumj. 



I. 

Like as an hynd forth singled fix>m the heard. 
That hath escaped from a ravenous beast. 
Yet flyes away of her owne feete afeard ; 
And every leafe, that shaketh with the least 
Murmure of winde, her terror hath encreast : 
So fledd fayre Florimell from her vaine feare. 
Long after she from perill was releast: 
Each shade she saw, and each noyse she did heare, 
J>idseeiiietobethesame wMch8heesfS8i.^WV»i«w(^* 
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II. 

All that same evening she in flying spent. 
And all that night her course continewed : 
Ne did she let dull sleepe once to relent 
Nor wearinesse to slack her hast, but fled 
Ever alike, as if her former dred 
Were hard behind, her ready to arrest : 
And her white palfrey, having conquered 
The maistring raines out of her weary wrest, 
Perforce her carried where ever he thought best 

III. 

So long as breath and hable puissaunce 
Did native corage unto him supply. 
His pace he freshly forward did sidvaunce. 
And carried her beyond all ieopardy ; 
But nought that wanteth rest can long aby : 
He, having through incessant traveill spent 
His force, at last perforce adowne did ly, 
Ne foot could furtfier move : The Lady gent 
Thereat was suddein strook with great astonisb' 
ment; 

IV. 

And, forst t' alight, on foot mote algates fare 
A traveller unwonted to such way ; 
Need teacheth her this lesson hard and rare. 
That ForUme aU in equaU lawnce doth fway^ 
And mortaU miseries doth make her play. 
So long she traveild, till at length she came 
To an hilles side, which did to her bewray 
A Me valley subiect to the same, 
AllcoverdwkhthidLwoodesthatquiteitovercame. 
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vin. 

At last, turning her feare to foolish wrath. 
She askt, What devill had her thether brought, 
And who she was, and what unwonted path 
Had guided her, unwelcomed, unsought ? 
To wMch the Damzell fiill of doubtfull thought 
Her mildly answer'd, " Beldame, be not wroth 
With silly Virgin, by adventure brought 
Unto your dwelling, ignorant and loth. 
That crave but rowme to rest while tempest over- 
blo'th." 

IX. 

With that adowne out of her christall eyne 
Few trickling teares she softly forth let fall. 
That like two orient perles did purely shyne 
Upon her snowy checke ; and Uierewithall 
She sighed soft, that none so bestiall 
Nor salvage hart but ruth of her sad plight 
Would make to melt, or pitteously appall ; 
And that vile Hag, all were her whole deHght 
In mischiefe, was much moved at so pitteous sight ; 

X. 

And gan recomfort her, in her rude wyse. 
With womanish compassion of her plaint. 
Wiping the teares from her suffused eyes. 
And bidding her sit downe to rest her faint 
And wearie limbs awhile : She nothing quaint 
Nor 'sdeignfuU of so homely fashion, 
Sith brought she was now to so hard constraint. 
Sate downe upon the dusty ground anon ; 
As glad of that small rest, as bird of tempest gon. 
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XI. 

Tho gan she gather up her garments rent. 
And her loose lockes to dight in order dew 
With golden wreath and gorgeous ornament ; 
Whom such whenas the wicked Hag did vew. 
She was astpnisht at her heavenly hew, 
And doubted her to deeme an earthly wight. 
But or some goddesse, or of Dianes crew. 
And thought her to adore with humble spright : 
r adore thing so divine as beauty were- but right. 

XII. 

rhis wicked woman had a wicked Sonne, 
Fhe comfort of her age and weary dayes, 
A laesy loord, for nothing good to donne. 
But stretched forth in ydlenesse alwayes, 
Ne ever cast his mind to covet prayse. 
Or ply himselfe to any honest trade ; 
But all the day before the sunny rayes 
He us'd to slug, or sleepe in slothfiiU shade : 
Such laesinesse both lewd and pooreattoncehim 
made. 

XIII. 

He, comming home at undertime, there foimd 
The fa3nrest creature that he ever saw 
Sitting beside his mother on the ground ; 
The sight whereof did greatly him adaw. 
And his base thought with terrour and with aw 
So inly smot, that as one, which hath gaz*d ' 
On the bright sunne unwares, doth soone withdraw 
His feeble eyne with too much brightnes daz'd ; 
So stared he on her, and stood long while amaz'd. 

VOL. III. I 
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XIV. 

Softty ^ 1m* ^ g*A ^ Modier aske, 
Wlial MBter wiglit duit was, and whence dem'd, 
Thai m so straunge disgnizeinettt there didmaske^ 
And by what accident she tiiere arriy'd? 
But she, as one nigh of her whs d^pqVd, 
Witfi nought but ghastly kwkes him answered ; 
Like to a ghost, that latdy is reviVd 
From Stygian shores where late it wandered : 
So bodi at her, and eadi at other wcmdered. 

XV. 

But the fayre Virgm was so meeke and myld. 
That she to them vouchsafed to embace 
Her goodly port, and to &eir senses vyld 
Her eende speach applyde, that in short space 
She |;wfa.^areKat desert place. ^ 
During which time the Choile, through her so kind 
And courteise use, conceiv'd affection bace. 
And cast to love her in his brutish mind ; 
No love, but brutish lust, that was so beastly tind. 

XVI. 

Closely the wicked flame his bowels brent. 

And shortly grew into outrageous fire ; 

Yet had he not the hart, nor hardiment. 

As unto her to utter his desire ; 

His caytive thought durst not so high aspire : 

But with soft sighes and lovely semblaunces 

He ween*d that his affection entire 

She should aread ; many resemblaunces 

To her he made, and many kinde remembraunces. 
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XVII. 

fh from the forrest wildings he did bring, 
rhose sides empurpled were with smyling red ; 
Lnd oft young birds, which he had taught to sing 
Gs maistresse praises sweetly caroled : 
rirlonds of flowres sometimes for her faire hed 
le fine would dight ; sometimes the squirrel wOd 
le brought to her in bands, as conquered 
^o be her thrall, his fellow-^servant vild : 
Ul which she of him tooke with countenance 
meeke and mild. 

XVIII. 

Sut, past a while, when she fit season saw 
To leave diat desert mansion, she cast 
[n secret wize herselfe thence to withdraw, 
^^feare of mischiefe, which she did forecast 
ytight by the witch or by her sonne compast : 
[ler wearie palfrey, closely as she migh^ 
STow well recovered after long repast, 
[n his proud furnitures she freshly dight, 
BSs kiAe miswandred wayes now to remeasure right. 

XIX. 

\nd earely, ere the dawning day appeared, 
^he forth issewed, and on her ioumey went ; 
^he went in perill, of each noyse affeard 
\jid of eadi shade that did itselfe present ; 
?or still she feared to be overhent 
)f diat vile Hag, or her uncivile Sonne ; 
^o when, too late awaking, well they kent 
rhattheu-fayre Ghiestwas gone, they both begonne 
?o make exceeding mone as they had beene un- 
donne. 
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XX. 

But that lewd lover did the most lament 
Eor her depart, that ever man did heare ; 
He knockt his brest with desperate intent. 
And scratcht his face, and with his teeth did teare 
His rugged flesh, and rent his ragged heare : 
That his sad mother seeing his sore plight 
Was greatly woe-begon, and gan to feare 
Least his fraile senses were emperisht quight. 
And love to frenzy tumd ; sith love is franticke 
hight. 

XXI. 

All wayes shee sought him to restore to plight. 
With herbs, with charms, with counsel, and with 

teares ; 
But tears, nor charms, nor herbs, nor counsell, might 
Asswage the fury which his entrails teares : 
So strong is passion that no reason heares ! 
Tho, when all other helpes she saw to faile. 
She tumd her^elfe backe to her wicked leares ; 
, And by her divelish arts thought to prevaile 
To bring her backe againe, or worke her finall bal^, 

XXII. 

Eftspones out of her hidden cave she cald 

An hideous beast of horrible aspect. 

That could the stoutest corage have appald ; 

Monstrous, mishapt, and all his backe was spect 

With thousand spots of colours queint elect ; 

Thereto so swifte that it all beasts did pas : 

like never yet did Uving eie detect ; 

But likest it to an hyena was 

That feeds on wemens flesh, as others feede on gras. 
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XXIIl. 

It forth she cald, and gave it strei^t in diarge 
Through Ihicke and thin her to poursew apace, 
Ne once to stay to rest, or breath at large. 
Till her hee had attaind and brought in place. 
Or quite devourd h^ beauties scomefuU grace. 
The monster, swifte as word that from her went. 
Went forth in haste, and did her footing trace 
So sure and swiftly, through his perfect sent 
And passing speede, that shortly he her overfaent. 

xxiv; 

Whom when the fearefull Damzell nigh espide. 
No need to bid her fast away to flie ; 
That ugly shape so sore her terrifide. 
That it she shund no lesse then dread to die ; 
And her flitt palfrey did so well apply 
His nimble feet to her conceived feare. 
That whilest his breath did strength to him supply. 
From perill free he her away did beare ; 
But, when his force gan faile, his pace gan wex 
areare. 

XXV. 

Which whenas she perceiv'd, she was dismayd 
At that same last extremity ful sore. 
And of her safety greatly grew afirayd : 
And now she gan approch to the sea shore. 
As it befell, that she could flie no more. 
But yield herselfe to spoile of greedinesse : 
Lightly she leaped, as a wight forlore. 
From her dull horse, in desperate distresse. 
And to her feet betooke her doubtfull sickemesse. 

i2 
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XXVI. 

Not halfe so fast the wicked Myrrha fled 
From dread of her reven^g fathers hond ; 
Nor halfe so fast to save her maydenhed 
Fled fearefuU Daphne on th' ^gaean strond ; 
As Florimell fled from that monster yond. 
To reach the sea ere she of him were raught : 
For in the sea to drowne herselfe she fond. 
Rather then of the tyrant to be caught: 
Thereto fear gave her wings> and need her corage 
taught. 

XXVII. 

It fortuned (High God did so ordaine) 

As shee arrived on the roring shore. 

In minde to leape into the mighty maine, 

A Utile bote lay hoving her before. 

In which there slept a fisher old and pore. 

The whiles his nets were drying on the sand : 

Into the same shee lept, and with the ore 

Did thrust the shallop from the floting strand : 

So safety fownd at sea, which she fownd not at land. 

» XXVIII. 

The monster, ready on the pray to sease. 

Was of his forward hope deceived quight ; 

Ne durst assay to wade the perlous seas. 

But, greedily long gaping at the sight. 

At last in vaine was forst to tume his flight. 

And tell the idle tidings to his Dame: 

Yet, to avenge his divelish despight. 

He set upon her palfrey tired lame. 

And slew .him cruelly ere any reskew came : " 
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XXIX. 

And, after having him embowelled . 
To fill his hellish gorge, it chaunst a Knight 
To passe that way, as forth he traveiled : 
Yt was a goodly Swaine, and of great might. 
As ever, man that bloody field did fight ; 
But in vain sheows, that wont yong Knights be- 
witch. 
And courtly services, tooke no delight ; 
But rather ioyd to bee than seemen sich : 
For both to be and seeme to him was labor lich. 

XXX. 

It was to weete the good Sir Satyrane 
That raungd abrode to seeke adventures wilde. 
As was his wont, in forest and in plaine : 
He was all armd in rugged Steele unfilde. 
As in the smoky forge it was compilde. 
And in his scutchin bore a satyres hedd : 
He comming present, where the monster vilde 
Upon that milke-white palfreyes carcas fedd, 
Uato his reskew ran. and greedUy him spedd. 

XXXI. 

There well perceivd he that it was the horse 

Whereon faire Flonmell was wont to ride. 

That of that feend was rent without remorse : 

Much feared he least ought did ill betide 

To that faire Maide, the flowre of wemens pride ; 

For her he dearely loved, and in cdl 

His famous conquests highly magnifide: 

Besides, her golden girdle, which did fall 

From her inflight, he fownd, that did him sore apall. 
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XXXII. 

Full of sad feare and doubtfull agony 
Fiercely he flew upon that wicked feend ; 
And with huge strokes and cruell batteiy 
Him fcNTst to leave his pray, for to attend 
Himselfe from deadly daunger to defend : 
Full many wounds in his corrupted flesh 
He did engrave, and muchell blood did spend. 
Yet might not doe him die ; but ale more fresh 
And fierce he still appeard, the more he did bin 
thresh. 

XXXIII. 

He wist not how him to despoile of life, 
Ne how to win the wished victory, 
Sith him he saw still stronger grow through strife, 
And himselfe weaker through infirmity : 
Greatly he grew enrag'd, and furiously 
Hurling his sword away he lightly lept 
Upon the beast, that with great cruelty 
Rored and raged to be underkept ; 
Yet he perforce him held, and strokes upon him 
hept. 

xxxiv. 

As he that strives to stop a suddein flood, 
And in strong bancks his violence enclose, 
Forceth it swell above his wonted mood. 
And largely overflow the 'fruitfiill plaine. 
That all the countrey seemes to be a maine. 
And the rich furrowes flote, all quite fordonne : 
The wofull husbandman doth lowd complaine 
To see his whole yeares labor lost so soone. 
For which to God he made so many an idle boone. 
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XXXV. 

So him he held^ and did through might amate : 
So long he held him, and him bett so long. 
Thai at the last his fiercenes gan abate. 
And meekely stoup unto the victor strong : 
Who, to avenge the implacable wrong 
Which he supposed donne to Florimell, 
Sought by all meanes his dolor to prolong, 
Sith dint of Steele his carcas could not quell ; 
^is maker with her chamies had framed him so 
well. 

XXXVI. 

The golden ribband, which that Virgin wore 

About her sclender waste, he tooke in hand. 

And with it bownd the beast that lowd did rore 

For great despight of that unwonted band. 

Yet dared not his victor to withstand. 

But trembled like a lambe fled from the pray ; 

And all the way him followd on the strand. 

As he had long bene learned to obay ; 

Yet never learned he such service till that day. 

XXXVII. 

Thus as he led the beast along the way. 
He spide.far off a mighty Giauntesse 
Fast flying, on a courser dapled gray. 
From a bold Knight that with great hardinesse 
Her hard pursewd, and sought for to suppresse : 
She bore before her lap a dolefuU Squire, 
Lying athwart her horse in great distresses 
Fast bounden hand and foote with cords, of wire, 
Whome she did meane to make the thrall of her 
desire. 
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XXXVIII. 

Which whenas Satyrane beheld, in haste 

He lefte his captive beast at liberty. 

And crost the nearest way, by which he cast 

Her to encounter ere she passed by ; 

But she the way shund nalhemore forthy. 

But forward gallopt fast ; which when he spyde. 

His mighty speare he couched wurily. 

And at her ran ; she, having him descryde, 

Herselfe to fight addrest, and threw her lode aside. 

XXXIX. 

like as a goshauke, that in foote doth beare 
A trembling culver, having spide on higfat 
An eagle that with plumy wings doth sheare 
The subtile ayre stouping widi all his migkty 
The quarrey tiirowes to ground with fell desjMght, 
And to the batteill doth herselfe prepare : 
So ran the Geauntesse unto the fight; 
Her fyrie eyes with furious sparkes did stare^ 
Andwidi blasph^ous bannes High Godin peeces 
tare. 

XL. 

She caught in hand an huge great yron mace. 
Wherewith she many had of life deprived ; 
But, ere the stroke could seize his aymed place, 
His speare amids her sun-brode shield arriv'd ; 
Yet nathemore the Steele asonder riVd, 
All were the beame in bignes like a mast, 
Ne her out of the stedfast sadle driv'd ; 
But, glauncing on the tempred metall, brast 
In thousand shivers, and so forth beside her past. 
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XLI. 

Her steed did i»tag^er with that puissaunt strooke ; 
But she no more was moved with that migirt 
Then it had lighted on an aged oke. 
Or on the marUe pillour that is pight 
Upon the top of mount Olympus hight. 
For the brave youthly champions to assay 
With burning ebaret wheeles it nigh to smite ; 
But who ^1 sautes it mars his ioyous play» 
And is the i^ectaele of ruinous decay. 

XLII. 

Yety therewith sore enrag'd, with steme regard 
Her dreads weapon she to him addrest^ 
Which on his helmet martelied so hard 
That made him low incline his lofty crest. 
And bowd his battred visour to his brest : 
Wherewith he was so stund that he n'ote ryde, 
But reeled to and fro from east to west : 
Which when his crueli enimy espyde. 
She lightly unto him adioyned syde to syde ; 

XLIII. 

Andy on his collar laying puissaunt hand. 
Out of his wavering seat him pluckt perforse, 
Perforse him j^uckt unable to withstand 
Or helpe himselfe ; and laying thwart her horse. 
In loatiily wise like to a carrion corse, 
She bore him fast away : wMch when the Knight 
That her pursewed saw, with great remorse 
He neare was touched in Im noble spright, 
And gan encrease his speed as she encreast her 
flight. 
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XLIV. 

Whom whenas nigh approching she espyde, ^ 
She threw away her burden angrily; 
For she list not the batteill to abide. 
But made herselfe more light away to fly : 
Yet her the hardy Knight pursewd so nye 
That almost in the backe he oft her strake : 
But stilly when him at hand she did espy. 
She tumdy and semblaunce of faire fight did make; 
But, whenhe stayd, to flight againe she did her take. 

XLV. 

By this the good Sir Satyrane gan wake 
Out of his dreame that did him long entraunce^ 
Andy seeing none in place, he gan to make 
Exceeding mone, and curst that cruell chaunce 
Which reft from him so faire a chevisaunce : 
At length he spyde whereas that wofiiU Squyre, 
Whom he had reskewed from captivaunce 
Of his strong foe, lay tombled in the myre. 
Unable to arise, or foot or hand to styre. 

XLVI. 

To whom approching, well he mote perceive 
In that fowle pUght a comely personage 
And lovely face, niade fit for to deceive 
Fraile Ladies hart with loves consuming rage. 
Now in the blossome of his freshest age : 
He reard him up and loosd his yron bands. 
And afiter gan inquire his parentage. 
And how he fell into that Gyaunts hands. 
And who that was which chaced her along the 
laiids. 
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XLVII. 

rhen trembling yet through feare the Squire be- 
spake ; 
'' That Geauntesse Argant^ is behight^ 
A. daughter of the Titans which did make 
Warre against heven, and heaped hils on hight 
To scale die skyes and put love from his right : 
Her syre T3rphoeus was ; who, mad through merth. 
And dronke with blood of men slaine by his might, 
rhrough incest her of his owne mother Earth 
Whylome begot, being but halfe twin of that berth : 

XLVIII. 

'* For at that berth another babe she bore ; 
To weet, the mightie Ollyphant, that wrought 
Great wreake to many errant Knights of yore. 
And many hath to foule confusion brought. 
These twinnes, men say, (a thing far passing 

thought,) 
Whiles in their mothers wombe enclosd they were. 
Ere they ipto the lightsom world were brought. 
In fleshly lust were mingled both yfere. 
And in that monstrous wise did to the world appere. 

" So liv'd they ever after in like sin, 

Gainst natures law and good behaveoure : 

But greatest shame was to that maiden twin ; 

Who, not content so fowly to devoure 

Her native flesh and staine her brothers bowre, 

Did wallow in all other fleshly myre. 

And sufired beastes her body to deflowre ; 

So whot she burned in that lustfull fyre : 

Yet all that might not slake her sensuall desyre : 

VOL. III. K 
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L. 

** But oyer all the countrie she did raunge. 
To seeke young men to quench her flaming thrust. 
And feed her fancy with delightfull chaunge : 
Whom so she fittest findes to serve her lu^. 
Through her maine strength, in which she most 

dotii trust, 
She with her bringes into a secret ile. 
Where in etemall bondage dye he must. 
Or be the vassal! of her pleasures vile. 
And in aH shameMl sort himselfe with her deffle. 

LI. 

'' Me seely wretch she so at vauntage caught, 
After she long in waite for me did lye. 
And meant unto her prison to have brought. 
Her lothsom pleasure there to satisfye ; 
That thousand deathes me lever were to dye 
Then breake the vow that to faire Columbell 
I plighted have, and yet keepe stedfastly : 
As for my name, it mistreth not to tell ; 
Call me the Squyre of Dames ; diat me beseem^ 
eth well. 

LII. 

'^ But that bold Knight, whom ye pursuing saw 
That Geauntesse, is not such as she seemd. 
But a faire Virgin that in martiaU law 
And deedes of armes above all Dames is deemd, 
And above many Kjiightes is eke esteemd 
For her great worth; she Palladine is hight: 
She you trom death, you me from dread, redeemd : 
Ne any may that monster match in fight. 
But she, or such as she» that is so chaste a wight/' 
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LIII. 

** Her well beseemes that quest," quodi Satyraae : 
*' BotreadythouSquyre of Dames, what vow is this. 
Which thou upon thyselfe hast lately ta'ne V 
" That shall I you recount," quoth he, " ywis. 
So be ye pleasd to pardon all amis. 
That gentle Lady whom I love and serve. 
After long suit and wearie servicis. 
Did aske me how I could hei; love deserve. 
And how she might be sure that I would never 
swerve. 

LIV. 

'' I, glad by any meanes her grace to gaine, 
Badd her commaund my life to save or spill : 
Eftsoones she badd me with incessaunt psdne 
To wander through the world abroad at will. 
And every where, where with my power or skill 
I might doe service unto gentle Dames, 
IThat I the same should faithfully fulfill ; [names 
And at the twelve monethes end should bring their 
And pledges, as the spoiles of my victorious games. 

LV. 

*' So well I to faire Ladies service did. 
And found such favour in their loving hartes. 
That, ere the yeare his course had compassid. 
Three hundred pledges for my good desartes. 
And thrice three himdred thanks for my good 

partes, 
I with me brought and did to her present : 
Whldi when she saw, more bent to eke my smartes 
Then to reward my trusty true intent. 
She gan for me devise a grievous punishment ; 
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LVI. 

** To weet, that I my traveill should resmnei 
And with like labour walke the world arownd^ 
Ne ever to her presence should presume. 
Till I so many other Dames had fownd. 
The which, for all the suit I could propownd. 
Would me refuse their pledges to afford. 
But did abide for ever chaste and sownd." 
** Ah ! gentle Squyre," quoth he, " tell at one word, 
How many fownd'st thou such to put in thy record V 

LVII. 

*' Indeed, Sir Knight," said he, '' one word may tell 
All that I ever fownd so wisely stayd. 
For onely three they were disposd so well ; 
And yet three yeares I now abrode have strayd. 
To find them out.'' '* Mote I," then laughing sayd 
The Knight, " inquire of thee what were those three, 
The which thy proffired curtesie denayd ? 
Or ill they seemed sure avizd to bee. 
Or brutishly brought up, that nev'r did fashions see*" 

LVIII. 

** The first which then refused me,'' said hee, 
'' Certes was but a common courtisane ; 
Yet flat refusd to have adoe with mee. 
Because I could not give her many a jane." 
(Thereat full hartely laughed Satyrane.) 
*' The second was an holy nunne to chose. 
Which would not let me be her chappellane. 
Because she knew, she sayd, I would disclose 
Her counsell, if she should her trust in me repose. 
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LIX. 

" The third a damzell was of low degree, 
Whom I in countrey cottage fownd by chaunee : 
Full lide weened I that chastitee 
Had lodging in so meane a maintenaunee ; 
Yet was she fayre, and in her countenaunce 
Dwelt simple truth in seemely fashion : 
Long thus I woo'd her with due 6bseryaunee, 
In hope unto my pleasure to hare won ; 
But was as far at last, as when I first begon. 

LX. 

" Safe her, I never any woman found 
That chastity did for itselfe embrace, 
But were fpr other causes firme and sound ; 
Either for want of handsome time and place. 
Or else for feare of shame and fowle disgrace. 
Thus am I hopelesse ever to attaine 
My Ladies love, in such a desperate case. 
But all my dayes am like to waste in vaine. 
Seeking to match the chaste with th' unchaste 
Ladies traine." 

LXI. 

" Perdy,'' sayd Satyrane, " thou Squyre of Dames, 
Great labour fondly hast thou hent in hand. 
To get small thankes, and therewith many blames ; 
That may emongst Alcides labours stand." 
Thence backe returning to the former land. 
Where late he left the beast he overcame. 
He found him not; for he had broke his band. 
And was retumd againe unto his Dame, 
To teU what tydings of fayre Florimell became. 

k2 
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CANTO VIII. ,-rr:r- 



The Witch creates a snowj La- ^ ' ,- 

d J like to Florimell ; 
Who wrong'd bj Carle, bj Proteas sar'd, 

Is soQght bj Paridell. 




I. 

So oft as I this history record, 
My hart doth melt with meere compassion, 
To thinke how causelesse of her owne accord 
This gentle Damzell, whom I write upon, 
Should plonged be in such affliction 
Without all hope of comfort or reliefe ; 
That sure I weene the hardest hart of stone 
Would hardly finde to aggravate her griefe : 
For misery craves rather mercy then repriefe. 

• II. 

But that accursed Hag, her hostesse late. 
Had so enranckled her malitious hart. 
That she desyrd th' abridgement of her fate, 
Or long enlargement of her painefull smart. 
Now when the beast, which by her wicked art 
Late foorth she sent, she backe retouming spyde 
Tyde with her golden girdle ; it a part 
Of Her rich spoyles whom he had earst destroyd 
She weend, and wondrous gladnes to her hart 
applyde : 
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III. 

dy with it ronning hast'ly to her soigne, 
>ught with that sight him much to have reliv'd ; 
lOy thereby deeming sjure the thing as donne, 
i former griefe with furie fresh reyiv'd 
chmore dian earst, and would have algates riv'd 
i hart out of his brest; for sith her dedd 
surely dempt, himselfe he thought deprived 
ite of all hope wherewith he long had fedd 
I foolish malady, and long time had misledd. 

IV. 

th thought whereof exceeding mad he grew, 
d in his rage his mother would have slaine, 
d she not fled into a secret mew, 
lere she was wont her sprightes to entertaine, 
i maisters of her art ; t^ere was she faine 
call them all in order to her ayde, 
d theI^ conjure, upon etemall paine, 
counsell her so carefully dismayd 
w she might heale her sonne whose senses were 
decayd, 

their advice, and her owne wicked wit, 
! there deviz'd a wondrous worke to frame, 
lose like on earth was never framed yit ; 
it even Nature selfe envide the same, 
d grudged to see the counterfet should shame 
i thing itselfe : In hand she boldly tooke 
make another like the former Dame, 
other Florimell, in shape and looke 
lively, and so like, that many it mistooke. 



i 
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VI. 

The substance, whereof she the body made. 
Was purest snow in massy mould congeald, 
Which she had gathered in a shady glade 
Of the Riphoean hils, to her reveald 
By errant sprights, but from all men conceald : 
The same she tempred with fine mercury 
And virgin wex that never yet was seald. 
And mingled them with perfect vermily ; 
That like a lively sanguine it seemd to the eye. 

VII. 

Instead of eyes two burning lampes she set 
In silver sockets, shyning like the skyes. 
And a quicke moving spirit did arret 
To stirre and roll them like to womens eyes : 
Instead of yellow lockes she did devyse 
With golden wyre to weave her curled head : 
Yet golden wyre was not so yellow thryse 
As Florimells fayre heare : and, in the stead 
Of life, she put a spright to rule the carcas dead; 

VIII. 

A wicked spright, yfraught with fawning guyle 
And fayre resemblance above all the rest. 
Which with the Prince of Darkenes fell somewhyle 
From heavens blis and everlasting rest : 
Him needed not instruct which way were best 
Himselfe to fashipn likest Florimell, 
Ne how to speake, ne how to use his gest ; 
For he in counterfesaunce did excell. 
And all the wyles of wemens wits knew passing 
well. 
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IX. 

ihaped thus she deckt in garments g^j, 

1 Florimell had left behind her Ifite ; 

¥hoso then her saw, would surely say 

» herselfe whom it did imitate, 

rrer then herselfe, if ought algate 

; fayrer be. And then she forth her brought 

ber Sonne that lay in feeble state ; 

seeing ber gan streight \ipstart, and thought 

Eis4he Lady selfe whom he so long had sought. 

X. 

Fast her chpping twixt his armes twayne, 
mely ioyed in so happy sight, 
ioone forgot his former sickely payne : 
be, the more to seeme such as she bight, 
' rebutted his embracement light ; 
till, with gentle eountenaunce, retain'd 
^h to hold a foole in yaine delight : 
long she so with shadow«s entertainld, 
^r creatresse had in charge to her ordain'd : 

. XI. 

n a day, as he disposed was 

a&e the woodes with that his idole faire, 

o disport and idle time to pas 

' open freshnes of the gentle aire, 

light that way there chauneed to repaire ; 

^ght he was not, but a boastfuU swaine 

deedes of armes had ever in despaire, 

d Braggadocchio, that in vaunting yaine 

^lory did repose and credit did maintaine. 
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XII. 

He, seeing with that Chorie so faire a ¥^ht 
Decked with many a costly ornament. 
Much merveiled thereat, as well he might. 
And thought that match a fowle disparagement : 
His bloody speare eftesoones he boldly bent 
Against the silly Clowne, who dead through fears 
Fell streight to ground in great astonishment: 
" Villein," sayd he, ** this Lady is my deare ; 
Dy, if thou it gainesay : I will away her beare." 

XIII. 

The fearefuU Chorie durst not gainesay nor dooe, 
But trembling stood, and yielded him the pray ; 
Who, finding litle leasure her to wooe. 
On Tromparts steed her mounted without stay. 
And without reskew led her quite away. 
Proud man himselfe then Braggadochio deem'd, 
And next to none, after that happy day, 
Being possessed of that spoyle, which seem'd 
The fairest wight on ground and most oi men 
esteem'd. 

XIV. 

But, when he saw himselfe free from pom-sute. 
He gan make gentle purpose to his Dame 
With termes of love and lewdnesse dissolute ; 
For he could well his glozing speaches frame 
To such yaine uses that him best became : 
But she thereto would lend but light regard. 
As seeming sory that she ever came 
Into his powre, that used her so hard 
Toreaveherhonor which sbemore then lifeprefard. 
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XV. 

Thus as they two of kindnes treated long. 
There them by chaunce encountred on the way 
An armed Knight upon a courser strong. 
Whose trampling feete upon the hollow lay 
Seemed to thunder, and did nigh affiray 
That Ci^ns eorage ; yet he looked grim. 
And faynd to cheare his Lady in dismay. 
Who seemd for feare to quake in every lim. 
And her to save from outrage inee]ie)y prayed him, 

XVI. 

fiercely that Straunger forward came ; and, nigh 
Approching, with bold words and bitter threat 
Bad that same Boaster, as he mote on high. 
To leave to him that Lady for excheat. 
Or bide him batteill without further treat. 
That challenge did too peremptory seeme. 
And fild his senses with abashment great ; 
Yet, seeing nigh him ieopardy extreme. 
He it dissembled well, and light seemd to esteeme ; 

XVII. 

Saying, " Thou foolish Knight, that weenst with 

words 
To steale away that I with blowes have wonne. 
And brought through points of many perilous 

swords! 
But if thee list to see thy courser ronne. 
Or prove thyselfe ; this sad encounter shonne. 
And seeke els without hazard of thy hedd." 
At those prowd wor^s that other Knight begonne 
To wex exceeding wroth, and him aredd 
To tume his steede about, or sure he should be dedd. 
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xvin. 

** Siththen," said Braggadochio, " needes thou wilt 
Thy daies abridge, through proofe of puissaunce ; 
Tume we our steeds ; &at both in equall tiU 
May meete agaiae, and each take happy chaunce/^ 
Thb said, they both a furlongs mountenaunce 
Retird their steeds, to ronne in even race : 
But Braggadochio with his bloody launce 
Once having tumd, no more retumd his face. 
But lefte his Love to losse, and fled himselfe apace. 

XIX. 

The Knight, him seeing flie, had no regard 
Him to poursew, but to the Lady rode ; 
And, having her from Trompart lightly reard. 
Upon his courser sett the lovly lode. 
And with her fled away without abode : 
Well weened he, that fairest Plorimell 
It was with whom in company he yode, 
And so herselfe did alwaies to him tell ; 
So made him thinke himselfe in heven that was in 
heU. 

XX. 

But Florimell herselfe was far away. 
Driven to great distresse by fortune straunge. 
And taught the carefull mariner to play, 
Sith late mischaunce had her compeld to chaunge 
The land for sea, at randon there to raunge : 
Yett there that cruell queene avengeresse. 
Not satisfyde so far her to estraunge 
From courtly blis and wonted happinesse. 
Did heape on her new waves of weary wretched- 
nesses 
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XXI. 

For, being fled into the fishers bote 

For refuge firom the monsters cruelty. 

Long so she on the mighty maine.did flote. 

And with the tide drove forward earelesly ; 

For th' ayre was milde and cleared was Uie side. 

And all his windes dan Aeolus did keepe 

From stirring up their stormy enmity. 

As pittying to see her waile and weepe ; 

But all the while the fisher did securely sleepe. 

XXII. 

At last when droncke with drowsinesse he wok^. 
And saw his drover drive along the streame. 
He was dismayd ; and thrise his brest he stroke. 
For marveill of that accident extreame : 
But when he saw that blazing beauties beame. 
Which with rare light his bote did beautifye. 
He marveild more, and thought he yet did dreame 
Not well awakte ; or that some extasye 
Assotted had his sence, or dazed was his eye. 

XXIII. 

But, when her weUavizingheeperceiv'd' 
To be no vision nor fantasticke sight. 
Great comfort of her presence he conceived. 
And felt in his old corage new delight 
To gin awake, and stir his frosen spright : 
Tho rudely askte her, how she thether came ? 
" Ah !" sayd she, " father, I note read aright 
What hard misfortune brought me to this same ; 
Yet am I glad that here I now in safety ame. 

VOL. III. L 
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XXIV. 

** But thou, good man, sith far in sea we bee. 
And the great waters gin apace to sweH, 
That now no more we can the mayn-land see^ 
Have care, I pray, to guide the cock-bote well. 
Least worse on sea then us on land befell." 
Thereat th' (Ad man did nought but fondly grin. 
And saide, his boat the way could wisely tell : 
But his deceiptfuU eyes did never lin 
To looke on her faire face and marke her snowy 
skin. 

XXV. 

The sight whereof in his congealed flesh 
Infixt such secrete sting of greedy lust. 
That the drie withered stocke it gan refresh, 
And kindled heat, that soone in flame forth brust : 
The driest wood is soonest burnt to dust. 
Rudely to her he lept, and his rough hand. 
Where ill became him, rashly would have thrust; 
But she with angry scome him did withstond. 
And shamefully reproved for his rudenes fond. 

XXVI. 

But he, that never good nor maners knew. 
Her sharpe rebuke full iide did esteeme ; 
Hard is to teach an old horse amble trew : 
The inward smoke, that did before hat steeme, 
Broke into open flre and rage extreme ; 
And now he strength gan adde unto his will, 
Forcyng to doe that did him fowle misseeaie : 
Beastly he threwe her downe, ne car'd to spiH 
Her garments gay with seal^s of fish, that all did 
fill. 
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XXVII. * 

The silly Virgin strove him to withstand 
AO that she might, and him in vaine revild ; 
Shee stnigled strongly both with foote and hand 
To save her honor from that yillaine yilde, 
And cride to heven, from humane help exild. 
O ! ye brave Knights, that boast this Ladies love, 
Where be ye now, when she is nigh defild 
Of filthy wretch ! well may she you reprove 
Of falsehood or of slouth, when most it may be- 
hove! 

XXVIII. 

But if that thou. Sir Satyran, didst weete, 
Qr thou. Sir Peridure, her sory state. 
How soone would yee assemble many a fleete. 
To fetch from sea that ye at land lost late ! 
Towres, citties, kingdomes, ye would ruinate 
tn your avengement and dispiteous rage, 
Ne ought your burning fury mote abate : 
But, if Sir Calidore could it presage, 
No living creature could his cruelty asswage. 

XXIX. 

But, sith that none of all her Knights is nye. 

See how the heavens, of voluntary grace 

And soveraine favor towards chastity. 

Doe succor send to her distressed cace : 

So much High Grod doth innocence embrace ! 

It fortuned, whilest thus she stifly strove. 

And the wide sea imp6rtuned long space 

With shrilling shriekes, Proteus abrode did rove. 

Along the fomy waves driving his finny drove. 



116 THE FAERIE QUEENE. . B. III. 

XXX. 

Proteus is shepheard of the seas of yore. 
And hath the charge of Neptune's mighty heard ; 
An aged sire with head all frowy hore, 
And sprinekled frost upon his deawy beard : 
Who when those pittiMl outcries he heard 
Through all the seas so ruefully resownd. 
His charett swifte in hast he thether steard> 
Which with a teeme of scaly Phocas bownd 
Was drawne upon the waves, that fomed him 
arownd ; 

XXXI. 

And comming to that fishers wandring bote. 
That went at will withouten card or sayle. 
He therein saw that yrkesome sight, which smote 
Deepe indignation and compassion frayle 
Into his hart attonce : streight did he hayle 
^The greedy villein from his hoped pray. 
Of which he now did very little fayle ; 
And with his staffe, that drives his heard astray, 
Him bett so sore, that life and sence did much dis- 
may. 

XXXII. 

The whiles the pitteous lady up did ryse. 
Ruffled and fowly raid with filthy soyle. 
And blubbred face with teares of her faire eyes ; 
Her heart nigh broken was with weary toyle. 
To save herselfe from that outrageous spoyle : 
But when she looked up, to weet what wight 
Had her from so infimous fact assoyld. 
For shame, but more for feare of his grim sight, 
Powne in her lap she hid her face, and lowdly 
shright. 
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XXXIII. 

^rselfe not saved yet from daunger dredd 

e thought, but chaung'd from one to other feare : 

ce as a fearefull partridge, that is fledd 

3m the sharpe hauke which her attached neare, 

id fals to ground to seeke for succor theare, 

hereas the hungry spaniells she does spye 

ith greedy iawes her ready for to teare : 

such distresse and sad perplexity 

as Florimell, when Proteus she did see herby^ 

XXXIV. 

it he endevored with speaches milde 
iT to recomfort, and accourage bold, 
iding her feare no more her foeman vilde, 
)r doubt himselfe ; and who he was her told ; 
it all that could not from afiright her hold, 
i to recomfort her at all prevayld ; 
r her faint hart was with the firosen cold 
numbd so inly that her wits nigh fayld, 
id all her sences with abashment quite were 
quayld. 

XXXV. 

ir up betwixt his rugged hands he reard, 
id with his frory lips full softly kist, 
biles the cold ysickles from his rough beard 
opped adowne upon her y vory brest : 
it he himselfe so busily addrest, 
at her out of astonishment he wrought ; 
id, out of that same fisfaers filthy nest 
moving her, into his charet brought, 
id there with many gentle termes her faire be- 
sought. 

l2 
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XXXVI, 

But that old leachour, which with bold assault 

That beautie durst presume to violate. 

He cast to punish for his hainous fault: 

Then tooke he him yet trembling sith of late 

And tyde behind his charet, to aggrate 

The Virgin whom he had abusde so sore ; 

So drag'd him through the waves in scornful state, 

And after cast him up upon the shore ; 

But Florimell with hun unto his bowre he bore, 

XXXVII. 

His bowre is in the bottom of the maine. 
Under a mightie rocke gainst which doe rave 
The roring billowes in ti^eir proud disdaine. 
That with the angry working of the wave 
Therein is eaten out an hollow cave. 
That seemes rough masons hand with engines keene 
Had long while laboured it to engrave : 
There was his wonne ; ne living wight was seene 
Save one old nymph, hight Panop^, to keepe it 
cleane. 

XXXVIII. 

Thetherhe brought the sory Florimell, 
And entertained her the best he might, 
(And Panop^ her entertaind eke well,) 
As an immortall mote a mortall wight. 
To winne her Uking unto his delight : 
With flattering wordes he sweetly wooed her, 
And ofiered faire guiftes f allure her sight; 
But she both ofiiers and the ofierer 
Despysde, and all the fawning of the flatterer. 
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XXXIX. 

Dayly he tempted her with this or that. 
And never sufired her to be at rest : 
But evermore she him refused flat, 
.And all his fained kindnes did detest; 
So firmely she had sealed up her brest. 
Sometimes he boasted that a god he hight ; 
But she a mortall creature loved best : 
Then he would make himselfe a mortall wight ; 
But then she said she lov'd none but a Faery 
Knight. 

XL. 

Then like a Faerie Knight himselfe he drest ; 
For every shape on him he could endew : 
Then like a king he was to her exprest. 
And oflred kingdoms unto her in vew 
To be his Leman and his Lady trew : 
But, when all this he nothing saw prevaile, , 

With harder meanes he cast her to subdew. 
And with sharpe threates her often did assayle ; 
So thinking for to make her stubbome corage 
quayle. 

XLI. 

To dreadfuU shapes he did himselfe transforme : 
Now like a gyaunt ; now like to a feend ; 
Then like a centaure ; then like to a storme 
Raging within, the waves : Thereby he weend 
Her will to win unto his wished eend : 
But when with feare, nor favour, nor with all 
He els could doe, he saw himselfe esteemd, 
Downe in a dongeon deepe he let her fall, 
And threatned there to make her his etemall thrall. 
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XLII. 

Eteraall thraldome was to her more Uefe 
Then losse of chastitie, or chaimge of love : 
Dye had she rather in tormenting^ griefe 
Then any should of falsenesse her reprove. 
Or loosenes, that she lightly did remove. 
Most vertuous Virgin ! glory be thy meed. 
And crowne of heavenly prayse with saintes above, 
Where most sweet hymmes of this thy famous deed 
Are still emongst them song, that far my lymes 
exceed : 

XUII. 

Fit song of angels caroled to bee ! 
But yet whatso my feeble Muse can frame, 
Shal be f advance thy goodly chastitee. 
And to enroll thy memorable name 
In th' heart of every honourable Dame, 
That they thy vertuous deedes may imitate. 
And be partakers of thy endlesse fame. 
Yt yrkes me leave thee in this wofuU state. 
To tell of Satyrane where I him left of late : 

XLIV. 

Who having ended with that Squyre of D^mes 
A long discourse of his adventures vayne. 
The which himselfe then Ladies more defames. 
And finding not th' hyena to be slayne, 
With that same Squyre retoumed backe againe 
To his first way : And, as they forward went. 
They spyde a Knight fayre pricking on the playne. 
As if he were on some adventure bent, 
And in his port appeared manly hardiment. 
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XLV. 

Sir Satyrane him towardes did addresse, 
To weet what wight he was, and what his quest : 
And, comming nigh, eftsoones he gan to gesse 
Both by the burning hart which on his brest 
He bare, and by the colours in his crest. 
That Paridell it was : Tho to him yode, 
And, him saluting as beseemed best, 
Gtin first inquire of tydinges farre abrode ; 
And afterwardes on what adventure now he rode. 

XLVI. 

Who thereto answering said ; " The tydinges bad. 

Which now in Faery Court all men doe tell, 

Which turned hath great mirth to mourning sad. 

Is the late mine of proud Marinell, 

And suddein parture of faire Florimell 

To find him forth : and after her are gone 

All the brave Knightes, that doen in armes excell. 

To savegard her y wandred all alone ; 

Emongst the rest my lott (unworthy') is to be one.'' 

XLVII. 

**. Ah ! gentle Knight,'' said then Sir Satyrane, 
** Thy labour all is lost, I greatly dread. 
That hast a thanklesse service on thee ta'ne> 
And offirest sacrifice unto the dead : 
For dead, I surely doubt, thou malst aread 
Henceforth for ever Florimell to bee ; 
Tbat all the noble Knights of Maydenhead, 
Which her ador'd, may sore repent with mee. 
And all faire Ladies may for ever sory bee.*^ 
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XLVIII. 

Which wordes when Paridell had heard, his hew 
Gran greatly chaung, and seemd dismaid to bee ; 
Then sayd, *' Fayre Sir, how may I weene it 

trew. 
That ye doe tell in such uncerteintee 1 
Or speake ye of report, or did ye see 
lust cause of dread, that makes ye doubt so sore ? 
For perdie elles how mote it ever bee. 
That ever hand should dare for to engore 
Her noble blood ! The hevens such crueltie ab- 

hore;* 

XLIX. 

" These eyes did see that they wiU ever rew 
T' have scene," quoth he, " whenas a monstrous 

beast 
The palfrey whereon she did travell slew. 
And of his bowels made his bloody feast : 
Which speakiiig token sheweth at the least 
Her certein losse, if not her sure decay : 
Besides, that more suspicion encreast, 
I found her golden girdle cast astray, 
Distaynd with durt and blood, as relique of the 

pray." 

L. 

" Ah me I" said Paridell, *' the signes be sadd ; 
And, but God tume the same to good soothsay. 
That Ladies safetie is sore to be dradd : 
Yet will I not forsake my forward way, 
Till triall doe more certeine truth bewray." 
" Faire Sir,** quoth he, " well may it you succeed ! 
Ne long shall Satyrane behind you stay ; 
But to the rest, which in this quest proceed. 
My labour adde, and be partaker of their i^>eed.'' 
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LI. 

" Ye noble Knights," said then the Squyre of 

Dames, 
" Well may yee speede in so praiseworthy payne ! 
But sith the -sunne now ginnes to slake his beames 
In deawy vapours of the westerae mayne. 
And lose the teme out of his weary wayne, 
Mote not mislike you also to abate 
Your zealous hast, till morrow next s^aine 
Both hght of heven and strength of men relate : 
Which if ye please, to yonder Castle tume your 

gate." 

LII. 

That counsell pleased well ; so all yfere 
forth marched to a Castle them before ; 
Where soone arriving they restrained were 
Of ready entraunce, which ought evermore 
To errant Knights be commune : Wondrous sore 
Thereat displeasd they were, till that young Squyre 
Gan them informe the cause why that same dore 
Was shut to all which lodging did desyre : 
The which to let you weet will Airther time requyre. 
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CANTO IX. 



Malbecco will no strannge KnighU host. 

For peevish gealosj : 
Paridell ginsts with Britomart: 
^ Both shew their aimcestrj. 



I. 

Redoubted Knights, and honorable Dames, 
To whom I levell all my labours end. 
Right sore I feare least with miworthy blames 
This odious argument my rymes should shend, 
Or ought your goodly patience offend. 
Whiles of a wanton Lady I doe write. 
Which with her loose incontinence doth blend - 
The shyning glory of your soveraine hght ; 
And knighthood fowle defaced by a faithlesse 
Knight. 

II. 

But never let th' ensample of the bad 

Offend the good : for good, by paragone 

Of evill, may more notably be rad ; 

As white seemes fayrer macht with blacke attone : 

Ne all are shamed by the fault of one : « 

For lo ! in heven, whereas all goodnes is 

Emongst the angels, a whole legione 

Of wicked sprightes did fall firom happy blis ; 

What wonder tiien if one, of women sdl, did mis? 
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III. 

^en listen, Lordings, if ye list to weet 
Tile cause why Satyrane and Paridell 
Alote not be entertaynd, as seemed meet. 
Into that Castle, as that Squyre does tell. 
** Therein a cancred crabbed Carle does dweU, 
That has no skill of court nor courtesie, 
Xe cares what men say of him ill or well : 
For all his dayes he drownes in privitie. 
Yet has full large to live and spend at libertie. 

IV. 

** But all his mind is set on mucky pelfe, ' 
To hoord up heapes of evill-gotten masse, 
Por which he others wrongs, andwreckes himselfe : 
Yet is he lincked to a lovely Lasse, 
Whose beauty doth her bounty far surpasse ; 
The which to him both far une^uall yeares 
And also far unlike conditions has ; 
£or she does ioy to play emongst her peares. 
And to be firee from hard restraynt and gealous 
feares. 

V. 

** But he is old, and withered like hay. 
Unfit faire Ladies service to supply ; 
The privie guilt whereof makes him alway 
Suspect her truth, and keepe continuall spy 
Upon her with his. other bhncked eye ; 
Ne suffireth he resort of living wight 
Approch to her, ne keep her company. 
But in close bowre her mewes from all mens sight, 
Depriv'd of kindly ioy and naturall delight. 

VOL. HI, M 
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VI. 

^' Malbecco he, and Hellenore she hight ; 
Unfitly yokt together in one teeme. 
That is the cause why never any Knight 
Is sufired here to enter, but he seeme 
Such as no doubt of him he need misdeeme."* 
Thereat Sir Satyrane gan smyle, and say ; 
" Extremely mad the man I surely deeme 
That weenes, with watch and hard restraynt, to 

stay 
A womans will which is disposd to go astray. 

VII. 

" In vaine he feares that whidi he cannot shome: 
For who wotes not, that womans subtiltyes 
Can guylen Argus, when she list misdomie ? 
It is not yron bandes, nor hundred eyes. 
Nor brasen walls, nor many wakefuU spyes. 
That can mthhold her wiifull-wandring feet; 
But fast goodwill, with gentle courtesyes. 
And timdy service to her pleasures meet. 
May her peihaps contaiae that else would algales 
fleet.^ 

VIII. 

'' Then is he not more mad," sayd Paridell, 
" That hath himselfe unto such service sold. 
In dolefidl thraldome all his dayes to dwelH 
For sure a foole I do him firmely hold. 
That loves his fetters, though they were of gold. 
But why doe wee devise of others ill, 
Whyles thus we suffer this same Dotard old 
To keepe us out in scorae, of his owne will, 
And rather do not ransack all, and himselfe killf^ 
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IX. 

** Nay, let us first," sayd Satyrane, " entreat 
The man by gentle meanes, to let us in ; 
And afiterwardes affray with cruell threat. 
Ere that we to effbrce it doe begin : 
Then, if all fayle, we will by force it win. 
And eke reward the wretch for his mesprise, 
As may be worthy of his haynous sin.'' 
That counsell pleasd : Then Paridell did rise, 
And to the Castle-gate approcht in quiet wise : 

X. . 

Whereat soft knocking, entrance he desyrd* 
The good man selfe, which then the porter playd. 
Him answered, that all were now retyrd 
Unto their rest, and all the keyes convayd 
Unto their Maister who in bed was layd. 
That none him durst awake out of his dreme ; 
And therefore them of patience gently prayd. 
Then Paridell began to chaunge his theme. 
And threatned him with force and punishment 
extreme. 

XI. 

But bU in vaine ; for nought mote him relent : 

And now so long before the wicked fast 

They wayted, that the night was forward spent. 

And the faire welkin fowly overcast 

Gan blowen up a bitter stormy blast. 

With showre and hayle so horrible and dred. 

That this faire many were compeld at last 

To fly for succour to a little shed. 

The which beside the gate for swyne was ordered. 
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XII. 

It fortuned, soone after diey were gone. 
Another Knight, whom tempest thether brought. 
Came to that Castle, and with earnest mone, 
like as the rest, late entrance deare besought; 
But, like so as the rest, he prayd for nought; 
For flatly he of entrance was refusd : 
Sorely thereat he was displeasd, and thought 
How to avenge himselfe so sore abusd, 
And evermore the Carle of courtesie accusd. 

XIII. 

But, to avoyde th' intoUerable stowre. 
He was compeld to seeke some refuge neare. 
And to that shed, to shrowd him firom the showie. 
He came, which full of guests he found whyleare. 
So as he was not let to enter there : 
Whereat he gan to wex exceeding wroth. 
And swore that he would lodge with them yfere 
Or them dislodg, all were they liefe or loth ; 
And so defyde them each, and so defyde them 
both. 

XIV. 

Botli were full loth to lea^e that needfuU tent, 
And both full loth in darkenesse to debate ; 
Yet both full liefe him lodging to have lent. 
And both full liefe his boasting to abate : 
But chiefely Paridell his hart did grate 
To heare him threaten so despightfuUy, 
As if he did a dogge in kenell rate 
That durst not barke ; and rather had he dy 
Then, when he was defyde, in coward corner ly. 
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XV. 

Tho, hastily remounting to his steed. 
He forth issew'd ; Uke as a boystrous winde^ 
Which in th' earthes hoUow caves hath long ben hid 
And shut up fast within her prisons blind. 
Makes the huge element, against her kinde. 
To move and tremble as it were aghast, 
Untill that it an issew forth may finde ; 
Then forth it breakes, and with his furious blast 
Confounds both land and seas, and skyes doth 
overcast. 

XVI. 

Their steel-hed speares they strongly coucht, and 

met 
Together with impetuous rage and forse. 
That with the terrour of their fierce affiret 
They- rudely drove to ground both man and horse. 
That each awhile lay like a sencelesse corse. 
But Paridell sore brused with the blow 
Could not arise, the counterchaunge to scorse ; 
Till that young Squyre him reared from below ; 
Then drew he his bright sword, and gan about him 

throw. 

XVII. 

But Satyrane forth stepping did them stay. 
And with faire treaty pacifide their yre : 
Then, when they were accorded from the fray. 
Against that Castles Lord they gan cons];»re. 
To heape on him dew vengeaunce for his hire. 
They beene agreed, and to the gates they goe 
To burn the same with unquenchable fire. 
And that uncurteous Carle, their commune foe. 
To doe fowle death to die, or wrap in grievous woe. 

M 2 
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XVIII. 

Malbecco seeing them resolvd in. deed 
To flame the gates, and hearing them to call 
For fire in earnest, ran with fearfuU speed. 
And, to them calling from the castle wall. 
Besought them humbly him to beare withall. 
As ignorant of servants bad abuse 
And slacke attendaunce unto straungers call. 
The Knights were wilUng all things to excuse, 
Though nought belev'd, and entraunce late did not 
refuse. 

XIX. 

They beene ybrought into a comely bowre. 
And servd of all things that mote needfull bee ; 
Yet secretly their hoste did on them lowre. 
And welcomde more for feare then charitee ; 
But they dissembled what they did not see. 
And welcomed themselves. Each gan undight 
Their garments wett, and weary armour free. 
To dry themselves by Vulcanes flaming light. 
And eke their lately bruzed parts to bring in plight. 

XX. 

And eke that straunger Knight emongst the rest 
Was for like need enforst to disaray : 
Tho, whenas vailed was her lofty crest. 
Her golden locks, that were in tramells gay 
Upbounden, did themselves adowne display 
And raught unto her heeles ; like sunny beames. 
That in a cloud their light did long time stay. 
Their vapour vaded, shewe their golden gleames, 
And through the persant aire shoote forth their 
azure streames. 
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XXI. 

Shee also dofte her heavy haberieon. 

Which the fau« feature of her Hmbs did hyde ; 

And her well-plighted frock, which she did won 

To tucke about her short when she did ryde, 

Shee low let fall, that flowd from her lanck syde 

Downe to her foot with carelesse modestee. 

Then of them all she plainly was espyde 

To be a woman-wight, unwist to bee. 

The fairest woman-wight that ever eie did see. 

XXII. 

like as Bellona (being late retumd 
From slaughter of the giaunts conquered ; 
Where proud Encelade, whose wide nosethrils 

bumd 
With breathed flames like to a furnace redd. 
Transfixed with her speare downe tombled dedd 
From top of Hemus by him heaped hye ;) 
Hath loosd her helmet from her lofty hedd. 
And her Gorgonian shield gins to untye 
From her lefte arme, to rest in glorious' victorye. 

XXIII. 

Which whenas they beheld, they smitten were 
With great amazement of so wOndrous sight ; 
And each on other, and they all on her. 
Stood gazing ; as if suddein great affright 
Had them surprizd : At last avising right 
Her goodly personage and glorious hew, 
Which they so much mistooke, they tooke delight 
In their first error, and yett still anew 
With wonder of her beauty fed their hongry vew 
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XXIV. 

Yet n'ote their hongry yew be satisfide, 

Buty seeing, still the more desir'd to see. 

And ever firmely fixed did abide 

In contemplation of divinitee : 

But most ihey mervaild at her chevalree 

And noble prowesse which they had approved, 

That much they faynd to know who she mote bee; 

Yet none of all them her thereof amov'd ; 

Yet every one her likte, and every one her lov*d. 

XXV. 

And Paridell, though partly discontent 
With his late fall and fowle indignity, 
Yet was soone wonne his maHce to relent. 
Through gratious regard oi her faire eye. 
And knightly worth which he too late did try. 
Yet tried did adore. Supper was dight ; 
Then they Malbecco prayd of courtesy. 
That of his Lady they might have the sight 
And company at meat, to doe them more deHght. 

XXVI. 

But he, to shifte their curious request, 

Gan causen why she could not come in place ; 

Her erased helth, her late recourse to rest. 

And humid evening ill for sicke folkes cace : 

But none of those excuses could take place ; 

Ne would diey eate, till she in presence came : 

Shee came in presence with right comely grace, 

And fairely them saluted, as became. 

And shewdherselfe in all a gentle courteous Dame. 
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XXVII. 

sate to meat ; and Satyrane his chaunce 

her before, and Paridell beside ; 

le himselfe sate looking still askaunce 

st Britomart, and ever closely eide 

atyrane, that glaunces might not glide : 

lis blinde eie, that sided Paridell, 

is demeasnure from his sight did hide : 

er,faire face so did he feede his fill, 

sent close messages of love to her at will : 

a 

XXVIII. 

ever and anone, when none was ware, 
speaking lookes, that close embassage bore, 
Dv'd at her, and told his secret care ; 
dl tiiat art he learned had of yore : 
ras she ignoraunt of that lend lore, 
n his eye his meaning wisely redd, 
with the like him awiswerd evermore : 
sent at him one fyrie dart, whose hedd 
>isned was with privy lust and gealous dredd. 

XXIX. 

:om that deadly throw made no defence, 
o the wound his weake heart opened wyde : 
ncked engine through false influence 
through his eies, and secretly did glyde 
bis heart, which it did sorely gryde. 
lothing new to him was that same paine, 
aine at all ; for he so ofte had tryde 
)owre thereof, and lov'd so oft in vaine, 
thing of course he counted, love to entertaine. 
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Theiicefortih to her he sought tb intiiiuite 
His inward griefe, by meanes to him Wcfll knowne: 
Now Bsicchus fruit out of the silver plate 
He on the table dasht, as orerthrowne. 
Or of the fruitful! liquor overflowne ; 
And by the dauncing bubbles did divine^ 
Or therein write to lett his love be showde i 
Which well she redd out of the learned Une : 
A sacrament prophane in mistery of wine. 

XXXI. 

And, whenso of his hand the pledge she ranght, 
The guilty cup she fained to mistdke. 
And in her lap did shed her idle draught. 
Shewing desire her inward flame to slake^ 
By such close signes they secret way did dittk^ 
Unto their wils, and one eies watch escape : 
Two eies him needeth, for to watch and wake. 
Who lovers will deceive. Thus was the ape. 
By their faire handling, put into Malbeccoes cape. 

XXXII. 

Now, when of meats and drinks they had their fiD, 

Purpose was moved by that gentle Dame 

Unto those Knights adventurous, to tell 

Of deeds of armes which unto them became. 

And every one his Kindred and his Name. 

Then Paridell, in whom a kindly pride 

Of gratious speach and skill his words to frame 

Abounded, being glad of so fitte tide 

Him to commend to her, thus spake, of al well dde : 
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XXXIII. 

** Troy, that art now nought but an idle name. 
And in thine ashes buried low dost lie^ 
Though whilome far much greater then thy fame. 
Before that angry Gods €Uid cruel! skie 
Upon thee heapt a direful destinie ; 
What boots it boast thy glorious descent. 
And fetch from heven tiiy great genealogie, 
Sith all thy worthie prayses being blent 
Th»r ofspring hath embaste, and later glory shent ! 

XXXIV. 

'* Most famous Worthy of the world, by whop^ue 
That warre was kindled which did Troy inflapie. 
And stately towres of Ilion whil6me 
Brought unto balefull mine, was by name 
Sir Paris far renowmd through noble fame ; 
Who, through great prowesse and bold hardinesse. 
From Lacedaemon fetcht the fayrest Dame 
That ever Greece did boast, or Knight possesse. 
Whom Venus to him gave for meed of worthinesse ; 

XXXV. 

** Fayre Helene, fiowre of beautie excellent. 
And girlond of the mighty conquerours. 
That madest many ladies deare lament 
The heavie losse of their brave paramours, 
W^hich they far off beheld from Trojan toures, 
And saw the fieldes of faire Scamander strowoe 
W^ith carcases of noble warrioures 
WTiose fruitlesse lives were under furrow sowne. 
And Xanthus sandy bankes with blood aU over- 
flowne! 



136 THE FAERIE QUEENS. B. Hi. ' 

XXXVI. 

** From him my linage I derive aright^ 
Who long before the ten yeares siege of Troy, ' 
Whiles yet on Ida he a shepeheard higfat. 
On faire Oenone got a lovely boy. 
Whom, for remembrance of her passed ioy, 
She, of his father, Parius did name ; 
Who, after Greekes did Priams realme destroy, 
Gathred the Trojan retiques saVd from flame. 
And, with them sayling thence, to th' isle of Pares ' 
came. 

xxxvii. 

" That was by him cald Paros, which before 
Hight Nausa; there he many yeares did raine. 
And built Nausicle by the Pontick shore ; 
The which he dying lefte next in remaine 
To Pandas his sonne. 
From whom I Paridell by kin descend : 
But, for faire ladies love and glories gaine. 
My native soile have lefte, my dayes to speAd 
In seewing deeds of armes, my lives and labors 
end.*" 

XXXVIII. 

Whenas the noble Britomart heard tell 
Of Trojan warres and Priams citie sackt, 
(The rueiuU story of Sir Paridell,) 
She was empassiond at that piteous act, 
With zelous envy of Greekes cruell fact 
Against that Nation, from whose race of old 
She heard that she was lineally extract : 
For noble Britons sprong from Trojans bold, 
And Troy novant was built of old Troyes ashes cold 
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XXXIX. 

Theoy sighing soft awhile, at last she thus : 
** O lamentable fall of famous towne, 
Which raignd so many yeares' victorious, ^ 

And of all Asie bore the soveraine crowne. 
In one sad night consnmd and throwen downe ! 
What stony hart, that heares thy haplesse fate. 
Is not empierst with deepe compassiowne. 
And makes ensample of mans wretched state. 
That flonres so fresh at mome, and fades at even- 
ing late ! 

XL, 

" Behold, Sir, how your pitifull complaint 
Hath fownd another partner of your payne : 
For nothing may impresse so deare constraint 
As countries cause, and conmiune foes disdayi^e. 
But, if it should not grieve you backe agayne 
To tume your course, I would to heare desyre 
Wliat to Aeneas fell ; sith that men sayne 
He was not in the cities wofuU fyre 
Consumed, but did himselfe to safety retyre." 

XLI. 

** Anchyses sonne begott of Venus fayre,'' 
Said he, ** out of the flames for safegard fled, 
And with a remnant did to sea repayre ; 
Where he, through fatall errour long was led 
Pull many yeares, and weetlesse wandered 
Prom shore to shore emongst the Lybick sandes, 
Ere rest he fownd : Much there he suffered. 
And many periUes past in forreine landes, 
Xo save his people sad from victours vengefull 
handes: 

VOL. III. N 
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XLII. 

** At last in Latium l^e did arryve, 1 .-. 

mere he with cruell warre ^ ^tertaind I % 

tKth'inlandfolke which sought him backe to drive, I « 
Till he with old Latinus was constraind 
To contract wedlock, so the fates ordaiiid ; 
Wedlocke contract in blood, and eke in bloojd 
Accomplished ; that many deare complaind : 
The riyall slaine, the victour (through the flood 
Escaped hardly) hardly praisd his wedlock good. 

XLIII. 

" Yet, after all, he victour did survive. 
And vnth Latinus did the kingdom part : 
But after, when both nations gan to strive 
Into their names the title to convart. 
His Sonne liilus did from thence depart 
With all the warlike youth of Troians bloud. 
And in Long Alba plast his throtie apart ; 
Where faire it florished and long time stoud. 
Till Romulus, renewing it, to Rome removd." 

XLIV. 

" There; there," said Britomart, ^* aSresh appeard 

The glory oi the later world to s{Nring, 

And Troy againe out of her dust was reard 

To sitt in seconde seat of soveraine king 

Of all the world, under her governing. 

But a third kingdom yet is to arise 

Out of the Troians scattered ofspiing, . 

That, in all glory and great enterprise. 

Both first and second Troy shall dare to equaHse. 
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XLV. 

** It Troynovant is hight, that with the waves 
Of weaidiy Thamis washed is along, 
trpoii whose stubbome neck (whereat he raves 
With roring rage, and sore himselfe does throng, 
That all men feare to tempt his billowes strong,) 
She fastned hath her foot ; which stands so hy. 
That it a wonder of the world is song 
In forreine landes; and all, which passen by. 
Beholding it from farre doe think it threates the 
skye. 

XLVI. 

'* The Troian Brute did first that citie fownd. 
And Hygate made the meare thereof by West, 
And Overt-gate by North : that is the bownd 
Toward the land ; two rivers bownd the rest. 
So huge a scope at first him seemed best. 
To be the compasse of his kingdomes seat : 
So huge a mind could not in lesser rest,  
Ne in sihall meares containe his glory great, 
Tkat Albion had conquered first by warlike feat." 

XLVII. 






Ah ! fairest Lady-Knight," said Paridell, 
Pardon I pray my heedlesse oversight. 
Who had forgot that whylome I heard tell 
Trom aged Mnemon ; for my wits beene light. 
Indeed he said, if I remember right. 
That of the antique Trojan stocke there grew 
Another plant, lliat raught to wondrous hi^t. 
And far abroad his mighty braunches threw 
Into the utmost angle of flie world he ktiew. 
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XLVIII. 

'< For that same Brute, whom much he did advaunce 
In all his speach, was Sylvius his somie. 
Whom having slain through luckles arrowes 

glaimce. 
He fled for feare of that he had misdonne, 
Or els for shame, so fowle reproch to shonne. 
And with him ledd to sea an youthly trayne ; 
Where wearie wandring they long time did wonne, 
And many fortunes prov'd in th' ocean mayne. 
And great adventures found, that now were long 

to sayne. 

XLIX. 

" At last by fatall course they driven were 
Into an Island spatious and brode. 
The furthest North that did to them appeare : 
Which, after rest, they, seeking farre abrode. 
Found it the fittest soyle for their abode, 
Fruitfull of all thinges fitt for living foode. 
But wholy waste and void of peoples trode, 
Save an huge nation of the geaunts broode 
That fed on living flesh, and dronck mens vitall 
blood. 

L. 

'* Whom he, through wearie wars and labours long, 

Subdewd with losse of many Britons bold : 

In which the great Goemagot of strong . 

Corineus, and Couli^ of Debon old. 

Were overthrowne and laide on th' earth full cold. 

Which quaked under their so hideous masse ; 

A famous history to bee enrold 

In everlasting moniments of brasse. 

That all the antique Worthies merits far did passe. 
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LI. 

" His worke great Troynovant, his worke is eke 
Faire lincolne, both renowmed far away ; 
That who from East to West will endlong seeke. 
Cannot two fairer cities find this day, 
Except Cleopolis ; so heard I say 
Old Mnemon : Therefore, Sir ^ I greet you well 
Your coutttrey kin ; and you entyrely pray 
Of pardon for the strife, which late befell 
Betwixt us both unknowne.^^ So ended Paridell. 

LII. 

But all the while, that he these speeches spent. 

Upon his lips hong faire Dame Hellenore 

With vigilant regard and dew attent. 

Fashioning worldes of fancies evermore 

In her fraUe witt, that now her quite forlore : 

The whiles unwares away her wondring eye 

And greedy eares her weake hart from her bore: 

Which he perceiving, ever privily. 

In speaking, many false belgardes at her let fly. 

LIU. 

So long these Knightes discoursed diversly 
Of straunge affaires, and noble hardiment. 
Which they had past vnth mickle ieopardy. 
That now the humid night was farforth spent. 
And hevenly lampes were halfendeale ybrent: 
Which th' old man seeing wel, who too long thought 
Every discourse, and every argument. 
Which by the houres he measured, besought 
Them go to rest. So all unto their bowres were 
brought. 

n2 
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CANTO X. 



Paridell rapeih Hellenore ; 

Malbecco ber poursewes ; 
Vyads emongst Satjres, whence with him 

To torne she doth refiue* 



I. 

The morrow next, so soone as Phoebus lamp 
Bewrayed had the world with early light. 
And fresh Aurora had the shady damp 
Out of the goodly heven amoved quight, 
Faire Britomart and that same Faery Knight 
Uprose, forth on their ioumey for to wend : 
But Paridell complaynd, that his late fight 
With Britomart so sore did him offend. 
That ryde he could not till his hurts he did amend 

II. 
So foorth they far'd ; but he behind them stayd, 
Maulgre his host, who grudged grivously . 
To house a guest that would be needes obayd. 
And of his owne him lefte not liberty : 
Might wanting measure moveth surquedry. 
Two things he feared, but the third was death ; 
That fiers Youngmans unruly maystery ; 
His Money, which he lov'd as living breath ; 
And his faire Wife, whom honest long he kep 
uneath. 
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III. 

patience perforce ; he must able 
at fortune and his fate on him will lay : 
d is the feare that findes no remedie. 
. warily he watdieth every way, 
which he fearedi evill happen may ; 
h* evill thinkes by watching to prevent : 
doth he suffer her, nor night nor day, 
of his sight herselfe once to absent : 
[oth he punish her, and eke himself torment. 

IV. 

Paridell kept better watch then hee, 

t occasion for his tume to finde. 

e Love ! why do men say thou canst not see, 

in their fooUsh fancy feigne thee blinde, 
t with thy charmes the sharpest sight doest 
binde, 

to thy will abuse ? Thou walkest free, 

seest every secret of the minde ; 
1 seest all, yet none at all sees thee: 
iiat is by the working of thy deitee. 

V. 

erfect in that art was Paridell, 

he Malbeccoes halfen eye did wyle ; 
halfen eye he wiled wondrous well, 

Hellenors both eyes did eke beguyle, 
I eyes and hart attonce, during the whyle 

he there soioiumed his woundes to heale ; 

Cupid selfe, it seeing, close did smyle 
reet how he her love away did steale, 

bad that none their ioyous treason should 
reveale. 
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VI. 

The learned Lover lost no time nor tyde 
That least avantage mote to him afford^ 
Yet bore so faire a sayle, that none espjrde 
His secret drift till he her layd abord. < 
Whenso in open place and conmiune bord 
He fortun'd her to meet, with commune speach 
He courted "her ; yet bayted every word. 
That his ungentle hoste n'ote him impeach 
Of vile ungentlenesse or hospitages breach. 

VII. 

But when apart (if ever her apart 
He found) dien his false engins fast he plyde. 
And all the sleights unbosomd in his hsurt : 
He sigh'd, he sobd, he swownd, he perdy dyde, 
And cast himselfe on ground her fast besyde : 
Tho, when againe he him bethought to live. 
He wept, and wayld, and false laments belyde, 
Saying, but if she mercie would him give. 
That he mote algates dye, yet did his death forgive. 

VIII. 

And otherwhyles with amorous delights 

And pleasing toyes he would her entertaine ; 

Now singing sweetly to surprize her sprights. 

Now making layes of love and lovers peine, 

Bransles, ballads, virelayes, and verses vaine ; 

Oft purposes, oft riddles, he devysd. 

And thousands like which flowed in his braine. 

With which he fed her fancy, and entysd 

To take to his new love, and leave her old despysJ- 
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IX. 

And every where he might and everie while 

He did her service dewtifuU, and sewd 

At hand with humble pride and pleasing giule ; 

So closely yet, that none but she it vewd. 

Who well perceived all, and all indewd.. 

Thus finely did he his false nets dispred, 

With which he many weake harts had subdewd 

Of yore, and many had ylike misled : 

What wonder then if she were likewise carried ? 

X. 

No fort so fensible, no wals so strong. 

But that continuall battery will rive, 

Or daily siege, through dispurvayaunce long 

And lacke of reskewes, will to parley drive ; 

And peece, that unto parley eare will give. 

Will shortly yield itselfe, and will be made 

The vassall of the victors will bylive : 

That stratageme had oftentimes assayd 

This cr^iity paramoure, and now it plaine display'd : 

XI. 

For through his traines he her intrapped hath. 
That she her love. and hart hath wholy sold 
To him without regard of gaine, or scath. 
Or care of credite, or of husband old. 
Whom she hath vow'd to dub a fayre cucqu61d* 
Nought wants but time and place, which shortly 

shee 
Devized hath, and to her Lover told. 
It pleased well : So well they both agree ; 
So readie rype to ill ill wemens counsels bee ! 
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XII. 

Darke was the eyening, fit for loVerd stealdi. 
When chaiinst Malbecco busie be else'v^bere. 
She to his closet went, where all his wealth 
Lay hid ; thereof she countlesse summes did reare, 
The which she meant away with her to beare ; 
The rest she fyr'd, for sport or for despight: 
As Hellene, when she saw aloft appeare 
The Troiane flames and reach to hevens liiglit, 
Did clap her hands, and ioyed at that doleful sight; 

XIII. 

The second Hellene, fayre Dame HeUenore, 
The whiles her husband ran with sory haste 
To quench the flames which she had tyn'd before^ 
Laught at his foolish labour spent in waste. 
And ran into her Lovers armes right fast; 
Where streight embraced she to him did cry 
And call alowd for helpe, ere helpe were past ; 
For lo ! that Guest did beare her forcibly. 
And meant to ravish her, that rather had to dy ! 

xiv. 

The wretched man hearing her call for ayd. 
And ready seeing him with her to fly. 
In his disquiet mind was much dismayd : 
But when againe he backeward cast his eye. 
And saw the wicked fire so furiously 
Consume his hart, and scorch his idoles face. 
He was therewith distressed diversely, 
Ne wist he how to tume, nor to what place : 
Wad never wretched man in such a wofuU cace. 
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XV. 

Ay when to him she cryde, to her he tumd, 
And left the fire ; Love Money overcame : 
But, when he marked how his money bumd. 
He left his wife ; Money did Love (Usclame : 
Both was he loth to loose his loved dame. 
And loth to leave his liefest pelfe behinde ; 
Yet, sith he no'te save both, he sav*d that same 
Which was the dearest if} his dounghill minde. 
The god of his desire, the ioy of inisers blinde.- 

XVI, 

Thus whilest all things in troublous uprore were. 
And all men busie to suppresse tiie flamje. 
The loving couple neede no reskew feare. 
But leasure had and liberty to frame 
Their purpost flight, free from all mens reclame ; 
And Night, tiie patronesse of love-stealth fayre, 
Grave them safe conduct till to end they came : 
So beene they gone yfere, a wanton payre 
Of lovers loosely knit, where hst them to repayre. 

XVII. 

Soone as the cruell flames yslaked were, 
Malbecco, seeing how his losse did lye. 
Out of the flames which he had quencht whylere, 
Into huge waves of griefe and gealosye 
Full deepe emplonged was, and drowned nye 
Twixt inward doole and felonous despight : 
He raVd, he wept, he stampt, he lowd chd cry ; 
And all the passions, that in man may light. 
Did him attonee oppresse, and vex his caytive 
spright. > 
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XVIII. 

Long thus he chawd the cud of inward griefe. 
And did consume his gall with anguish sore i 
Still when he mused on his late mischiefey 
Then still the smart thereof increased more. 
And seemd more grievous then it was before i 
At last when sorrow he saw booted nought, 
Ne griefe might not his Love to him restore. 
He gan devise how her he reskew mought ; 
Ten tiiousand wayes he cast in his confused 
thought. 

XIX. 

At last resolving, like a pilgnm pore, 
To search her forth whereso she might be fond^ • 
And bearing with him treasure in close store. 
The rest he leaves in ground: So takes in bond 
To seeke her endlong both by sea and lond. 
Long he her sought, he sought her far and nere, 
And every where that he mote understond 
Of Knights and Ladies any meetings were ; 
And of each one he mett he tidings did inquere. 

XX. 

But all in vaine ; his woman was too wise 

Ever to come into his clouch againe. 

And hee too simple ever to surprise 

The ioUy Paridell, for all his paine. 

One day^ as he forpassed by the plaine 

With weary pace, he far away espide 

A couple, seeming well to be his twaine, 

Which hoved close under a forest side, 

As if they lay in wait, or els themselves did hide. 
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XXI. 

i^'ell weened hee that those the same mote bee ; 

Ind, as he better did their shape avize, 

Sim seemed more their maner did agree ; 

For th* one was armed all in warUke wize, 

l^hom to be Paridell he did devize ; 

A.nd th* other, al yclad in garments light 

Discolourd like to womanish disguise, 

Se did resemble to his Lady bright ; 

And ever his faint hart much earned at the sight: 

XXlI. 

And ever faine he towards them would goe. 

But yet durst not for dread approchen nie. 

But stood alopfe, unweeting what to doe ; 

Till that prickt forth with loves extremity. 

That is die father of fowle gealosy. 

He closely nearer crept the truth to weet : 

But, as he nigher drew, he easily 

Might sceme that it was not his sweetest Sweet, 

Ke yet her Belamour, the partner of his sheet : 

XXIII. 

• 

But it was scomefull Braggadochio, 
That with his servant Trompart hoverd there, 
Sith late he fled from his too earnest foe : 
Whom such whenas Malbeccp spyed clere. 
He turned backe, and would have fled arere ; 
'mi Trompart, ronning hastely, him did stay 
And bad before his soveraine lord appere : 
That was him loth, yet durst he not gainesay. 
And com^ming him before low louted on the lay. 

VOL. III. o 



150 THE FAERIE QUEENE. B. III. 

XXIV. 

The Boaster at him sternely bent his browe» 
As if he could have kild hun with his looke. 
That to the ground him meekely made to bove^ 
And awfull terror deepe into him strooke. 
That every member of his body quooke. [ken 
Said he, ** Thou man of nought ! what doesk IkM 
Unfitly fumisht with thy bag and booke. 
Where I expected one with shield and spere 
To prove some deeds of armes upon an e<piaU 
perer 

XXV. 

The wretched man at his imperious speach 
Was all abasht, and low prostrating said ; 
" Good Sir, let not my rudenes be no breach 
Unto your patience, ne be ill ypaid ; 
For I unwares this way by fortune straid, 
A silly pilgrim driven to distresse. 
That seeke a Lady** — There he suddein staid. 
And did the rest with grievous sighes suppresses 
While teares stood in his eies, few drops of bit- 
temesse. 

XXVI. 

" What Lady ?"— " Man,** said Trompart, " take 

good hart, 
And tell thy griefe, if any hidden lye : 
Was never better time to shew tiiy smart 
Then now that noble succor is thee by. 
That is the whole worlds commune remedy .** 
That chearful word his weak heart much did cheare. 
And with vaine hope his spirits £Eunt supply. 
That bold -he sayd ; '' O most redoubted Pere, 
Vouchsafe with mild regard a wretches cace to 

heare.*' 
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XXVII. 

rfaen sighing sore, " It is not long,'' saide hee, 
'< Sitii I enioyd the gentlest Dame alive ; 
Of whom a Knight, (no Knight at all perdee. 
But shame of all that doe for honor strive,) 
By treacherous deceipt did me deprive ; 
Through open outrage he her bore away. 
And with fowle force unto his will did drive ; 
Which al good Knights, that armes do bear this 

day. 
Are bownd for to revenge and punish if they may. 

XXVIII. 

** And you, most noble Lord, that can and dare 
Redresse the wrong of miserable wight. 
Cannot employ your most victorious speare 
In better quarrell then defence of right. 
And for a Lady gainst a faithlesse Knight : 
So shall your glory be advaunced much. 
And all faire Ladies magnify your might. 
And eke myselfe, albee I simple such. 
Your worthy paine shall wel reward with guerdon 
rich." 

XXIX. 

With that out of his bouget forth he drew 
Great store of treasure, therewith him to tempt ; 
But he on it lookt scornefully askew. 
As much disdeigning to be so misdempt. 
Or a war-monger to be basely nempt ; 
And sayd ; *' Thy offers base I greatly loth. 
And eke thy words uncourteous and unkempt : 
I tread in dust thee and thy money both ; 
That, were it not for shame" — So turned from him 
wroth. 
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- • XXX. 

But Trompart, that his Maistres humor knew 
In lofty looks to hide an humble minde^ 
Was inly tickled with that golden yew. 
And in his eare him rownded close behinde : 
Yet stoupt he not, but lay still in the winds, 
Waiting advauntage on the pray to sease; 
Till Trompart, lowly to the grownd inclinde, 
Besought him hb great corage to appease. 
And pardon simple man that rash did him displease. 

XXXI. 

Big looking like a doughty doucepere. 
At last he thus ; " Thou clod, of vilest clay, 
I pardon yield, and with thy rudenes beare ; 
But weete henceforth, that all that golden pray, 
And all that els the vaine world vauntei^ may, 
I loath as doung, ne deeme my dew reward : 
Fame is my meed, and glory vertuous pay : 
But minds of mortall men are muchell mard 
And mov'd amisse with massy piucks unmeet 
regard. 

XXXII. 

** And more ; I graunt to thy great misery 
Gratious respect; thy wife shall backe be sent: 
And that vile Knight, whoever that he bee. 
Which hath thy Lady reft and knighthood shent, 
By Sanglamort my sword, whose deadly dent 
The blood hath of so many thousands shedd, 
I sweare ere long shall dearely it repent ; 
Ne he twixt heven and earth shall hide his hedd, 
But soone he shall be fownd, and shortly doea 
be dedd." 
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XXXIII. 

The foolish man thereat woxe wondrous btilh. 
As if die word so spoken were halfe donne. 
And humbly thanked him a thousand sith 
That had from death to life him newly wonne. 
Tho forth the Boaster marching brave begonne ^ 
His stolen steed to thunder furiously. 
As if he heaven and hell would over-ronne. 
And all the world confound with cruelty ; 
That much Malbecco ioyed in his iolUty.. 

XXXIV. 

Thus long ihey three together traveiled. 
Through many a wood and many an uncouth way. 
To seeke his wife that was far wandered : 
But those two sought nought but the present pray, 
To weete, the treasure which he did bewray^ 
On which their eies and harts were wholly ^tt. 
With purpose how they might it best betray ; 
For, »th the howre that first he did them lett 
The same behold, therwith their keene desires were 
whett. 

XXXV. 

It fortuned, as they together far'd. 
They spide where Paridell came pricking fast 
Upon tile plaine, the which himselfe prepar d 
To giust with that brave straunger Knight a cast^ 
As on adventure by the way he past : 
Alone he rode without his paragone ; 
For, having filcht her bells, her up he oast 
To the wide world, and lett her fly alone ; 
He nould be clogd : So had he served many one. 

o2 



154 THE FAERIE QUEENE. B. III. 

XXXVI. 

The gentle Lady, loose at randon lefte. 

The greene-wood long did walke, and wander wide 

At wilde adventure, like a forlorne wefte ; 

Till on a day the Satyres her espide 

Straying alone withouten groome or guide : 

Her up they tooke, and with them home herledd, 

With them as housewife ever to abide. 

To milk their gotes, and make them cheese and 

bredd ; 
And every one as commune good her handeled : 

Xxxvii, 

That shortly she Malbecco has forgott. 
And eke Sir Paridell all were he deare ; 
Who from her went to seeke another lott. 
And now by fortune was arrived here. 
Where those two guilers with Malbecco were. 
Soone as the old man saw Sir Paridell, 
He fainted, and was almost dead with feare, 
Ne word he had to speake his griefe to tell. 
But to him louted low, and greeted goodly well ; 

XXXVIII. 

• 

And, after, asked him for Hellenore : 
" I take no keepe of her," sayd Paridell, 
" She wonneth in the forrest tibere before." 
So forth he rode ^s his adventure fell ; 
The whiles the Boaster from his lofde sell 
Faynd to alight, something amisse to mend ; 
But the fresh Swayne would not his leasure dwell, 
But went his way ; whom when he passed kend, 
He up remounted light, and after faind to wend. 
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XXXIX. 



" Perdy nay," said MaJbecco, " shall ye not ; 
But let him passe as lightly as he came : 
For litle good of him is to be got. 
And miekle perill to bee put to shame. 
But let us goe to seeke my dearest Dame, 
Whom he hath left in yonder forest wyld : 
For of her safety in great doubt I ame, 
Least salvage beastes her person have despoyld : 
Then all the world is lost/ and we in vaine have 
toyld!" 

XL. 

They all agree, and forward them addrest : 
"Ah! but," said crafty Trompart, " weete ye well. 
That yonder in that wasteful! wildemesse 
Huge monsters haunt, and many dangers dwell ; 
Dragons, and minotaures, and feendes of hell. 
And many wUde woodmen which robbe and rend 
All travellers ; therefore advise ye well. 
Before ye enterprise that way to wend : 
One may his ioumey bring too soone toevill end." 

XLI. 

Malbecco stopt in great astonishment, 
And, with pale eyes fast fixed on the rest» 
Their counsell crav'd in daunger imminent. 
Said Trompart ; " You, that are the most opprest 
With burdein of great treasure, I thinke best 
Here for to stay in safetie behynd : 
My Lord and I will search the wide forest." 
That counsell pleased not Malbeccoes mynd ; 
For he was much afraid himselfe alone to fynd. 
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XLII. 

** Then is it best," said he, " that ye doe lea?c 
Your treasure here in some securi^. 
Either fast closed in some hollow greave. 
Or buried in the ground from ieopardy, 
TUl we retume againe in safety ; 
As for us two, least doubt of us ye have. 
Hence farre away we will blyndfolded ly, 
Ne privy bee unto your treasures grave." 
It pleased ; so he did : Then they march forward 
brave. 

XLIII. 

Now when amid the thickest woodes they were, 
They heard a noyse of many bagpipes shrill. 
And shrieking hububs them approching nere. 
Which all the forest did with horrour fill : 
That dreadfull sound the Bosters hart did thrill 
With such amazment, that in hast he fledd, 
Ne ever looked back for good or ill ; 
And after him eke fearefuU Trompart spedd : 
The old man could not fly, but fell to ground half 
dedd: 

XLIV. 

Yet afterwardes, close creeping as he might. 
He in a bush did hyde his fearefiill hedd. 
The ioUy Satyres full of fresh delight 
Game dauncing forth, and with them nimbly ledd 
Faire Helenore with girlonds all bespredd. 
Whom their May-lady they had newly made : 
She, proude of that new honour which they redd, 
And of their lovely fellowship full glade, 
Daunst lively, and her face did with a lawrell shade* 
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XLV. 

The silly man that in the thickett lay 
Saw all this goodly sport, and grieved sore ; 
Ifet durst he not against it doe or say. 
But did his hart with bitter thoughts engore. 
To see th' unkindnes of his Hellenore. 
All day they daunced with great lustyhedd. 
And with Oieir horned feet Oie greene gras wore ; 
The whiles their gotes upon the bronzes fedd. 
Till drouping PhcBbus gan to hyde his goldenh^^d. 

XLVI. 

Tho up they gan their mery pypes to trusse. 
And ^11 their goodly heardes did gather rownd ; 
But every Satyre first did give a busse 
To Hellenore ; so busses did abound. 
Now gan the humid vapour shed the grownd * 
With perly deaw, and th' Earthes gloomy shade 
Did dim the brightnesse of the welkin rownd. 
That every bird and beast awamed made 
To shrowd themselves, while sleep their sences 
did invade. 

XLVII. 

Which when Malbecco saw, out of the bush 
Upon his handes and feete he crept full Hght, 
And like a gote emongst the gotes did rush ; 
That, through the helpe of his faire homes on higfat. 
And misty dampe of misconceyving ni^ht, - 
And eke through likenesse of his getish beard, 
He did the better counterfeite aright : 
So home he marcht emongst the homed heard. 
That none of all the Satyres him espyde or heard. 
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XLVIII. 

At night, when all they went to sleepe, he vewd, 
Whereas his lovely w^e emongst them lay, 
Embraced of a Satyre rough and rude. 
Who all die night did mind his ioyous play : 
Nine times he heard him come aloft ere day, 
That all his hart with gealosy did swell ; 
But yet that nights ensample did bewray 
That not for nought his wife them lovd so weU, 
When one so oft a night did ring his matins bell. 

XLIX. 

So closely as he could he to them crept. 
When wearie of their sport to sleepe diey fell, 
And to his wife, that now full soundly slept, 
He whispered in her eare, and die her tell. 
That it was he which by her side did dwell ; 
And therefore prayd her wake to heare him plaine. 
As one out of a dreame not waked well 
She tumd her, and returned backe againe: 
Yet her for to awake he did the more constraine. 

L. 

« 
At last with irkesom trouble she abrayd; 
And then perceiving, that it was indeed 
Her old Malbecco, which did her upbrayd 
With loosenesse of her love and loathly deed, 
She was astonisht with exceeding dreed. 
And would have wakt the Satyre by her syde; 
But he her prayd, for mercy or for meed. 
To save his life, ne let him be descryde, 
B.ut hearken to his lore, and allhiscounsell hyde. 
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LI. 

Tho gan he her perswade to leave that lewd 
And loathsom life, of God and man abhord. 
And home retume, where all should be renewd 
With perfect peace and bandes of fresh accord. 
And she receivd againe to bed and bord. 
As if no trespas ever had beene donne : 
But she it all refused at one word. 
And by no meanes would to his will be wonne. 
But chose emongst the ioUy Satyres still to wonne. 

LII. 

He wooed her till day-spring he espyde ; 
But all in vaine : and then tumd to the heard, 
Who butted him with homes on every syde. 
And trode downe in the durt, where his hore beard 
Was fowly dight, and he of death afeard. 
Early, before the heavens fairest light 
Out of the ruddy East was fully reard. 
The heardes out of their foldes were loosed quight. 
And he emongst the rest crept forth in sory plight. 

LIII. 

So soone as he the prison-dore did pas. 
He ran as fast as both his feet could beare. 
And never looked who behind him was, 
Ne scarsely who before : like as a beare. 
That creeping close amongst the hives to reare 
An hony-combe, the wakefiill dogs espy. 
And him assayling sore his carkas teare. 
That hardly he with life away does fly, 
Ne stayes, till safe himselfe he see from ieopardy . 
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LIV. 

Ne stayd he, till he came unto the place 
Where late his treasure he entombed had ; 
Where when he found it not, (for Trompart bace 
Had it purloyned for his Maister bad,) 
With extreme fiiry he became quite mad. 
And ran away ; ran with himselfe away : 
That who so straungely had him seene bestadd, 
With upstart haire and staring eyes dismay. 

From limbo lake him late escaped sure would say. 

• 

LV. 

High over hilles and over dales he fledd. 
As if the wind him on his winges had borne; 
Ne banck nor bush could stay him, when he spedd 
His nimble feet, as treading still on thome : 
Griefe, and Despight, and Gealosy, and Scome, 
Did all the way him follow hard behynd ; 
And he himselfe himselfe loath'd so forlome. 
So shamefully forlome of womankynd : 
That, as a snake, still lurked in his wounded mynd. 

LVI. 

Still fled he forward, looking backward still ; 

Ne stayd his flight nor fearefull agony 

Till that he came unto a rocky hill 

Over the sea suspended dreadfully. 

That living creature it would terrify 

To looke adowne, or upward to the hight : 

From thence he threw himselfe dispiteously. 

All desperate of his fore-damned sprig^t. 

That seemd no help for him was left in living sight 



ex. THE FAERIE QUEENS. 161 

LVII. 

Buty through long anguish and selfe-murd'ring 

thought. 
He was so wasted and forpined quight. 
That all his substance was consumed to nought. 
And nothing left but like an aery spright ; 
That on the roekes he fell so flit and Ught, 
That he thereby received no hurt at all ; 
But chaunced on a craggy cliff to light ; 
WTience he with crooked clawes so long did crall. 
That at the last he found a caye with entrance small : 

LVIII. 

Into the same he creepes, and thenceforth there 

Resoly'd to build his balefuU mansion 

[n drery darkenes and continuall feare 

Of that rocks fall, which ever and anon 

Ihreates with huge mine him to fall upon, 

That he dare never sleepe, but that one eye 

Still ope he keepes for diat occasion ; 

N^e ever rests he in tranquillity. 

The roring billowes beat his bowre so boystrously. 

LIX. 

Ne ever is he wont on ought to feed 
But todes and frogs, his pasture poysonous, 
fVluch in his cold complexion doe breed 
^ filthy blood, or humour rancorous, 
Gilatter of doubt and dread suspitious, 
rhat doth with curelesse care consume the hart. 
Corrupts the stomacke with gall vitious. 
Dross-cuts the liver with intemall smart, 
^d doth transfixe the soule with deathes eternall 
dart. 

VOL. III. p 



102 THE FAERIE QUEENE. B. HI. 

LX. 

Yet can he never dye, but dying liyes. 
And doth hunselfe with sorrow new sustains, 
That death and life attonce unto him gives, 
And painefull pleasure tumes to pleasing paine. 
There dwek he ever, miserable swaine, 
Hatefull both to himselfe and every wight ; 
Where he, through privy griefe and horrourvaine, 
Is woxen so deform'd, that he has quight 
Forgot he was a man^ and Grelosy is hight. 
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CANTO XI. 



Britomart ofaaceth Olljpbant ; 

Findes Soadamonr distrest * 
Assajes the House of Basjrane, 

Where Loves spojles are exprest. 



I. 

O HATEFULL hellish Snake ! what Furie furst 
Brought thee from balefull house of Proserpine, 
Where in her bosome she thee long had nurst. 
And fostred up with bitter milke of tine ? 
Fowle Gealosy ! that tumest love divine 
To ioylesse dread, and mak'st the loving hart 
With hatefull thoughts to languish and to pine, 
And feed itselfe with selfe-consuming smart. 
Of all the passions in the mind thou vilest art ! 

II. 

let him far be banished away. 

And in his stead let Love for ever dwell ! 

Sweete Love, that doth his golden wings embay 

In blessed nectar and pure Pleasures well. 

Untroubled of vile feare or bitter fell. 

And ye, faire Ladies, that your kingdomes make 

In th' harts of men, them goveme wisely well. 

And of faire Britomart ensample take. 

That was as trew in love as turtle to her make. 
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III. 

Who with Sir Satyrane, as earst ye red. 
Forth ryding from Malbeccoes hostlesse hous. 
Far off aspyde a young many the which fled 
From an huge Geaunt, that with hideous 
And hatefull outrage long him chaced thus ; 
It was that OUyphant, the brother desgre 
Of that Argant^ vile and vitious, 
From whom the Squyre of Dames wa^reft whylere; 
This all as bad as she, and worse, if worse ought 
were. 

IV. 

For as the sister did in feminine 
And filthy lust exceede all womankinde ; 
So he surpassed his sex masculine. 
In beastly use, all that I ever finde : 
Whom when as Britomart beheld behinde 
The fearefuU Boy so greedily poursew. 
She was emmoved in her noble minde 
T employ her puissaunce to his reskew. 
And pricked fiercely forward where she did hiin 
vew. 

V. 

Ne was Sir Satyrane her far behinde. 

But with like fiercenesse did ensew the chace : 

Whom when the Gyaunt saw, he soone resinde 

His former suit, and from them fled apace : 

They after both, and boldly bad him bace. 

And each did strive the other to outgoe ; 

But he them both outran a wondrous space. 

For he was long, and swift as any roe. 

And now made better speed t* escape his feared foe. 
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VI. 

It was not Satyrane, whom he did feare. 

But Britomart the flowre of chastity ; 

For he the powre of chaste hands might not beare, 

But alwayes did their dread encounter fly : 

And now so fast hid feet he did apply, 

Hiat he has gotten to a forrest neare. 

Where he is shrowded in security. 

The wood they enter, and search eyerie where ; 

They searched diversely ; so both divided were. 

VII. 

Fayre Britomart so long him followed. 
That she at last came to a fountaine sheare. 
By which there lay a Knight all wallowed 
Upon the grassy ground, and by him neare 
His haberieon, his helmet, and his speare : 
A little ofi^, his shield was rudely throwne. 
On which the Winged Boy in colours cleare 
Depeincted was, full easie to be knowne. 
And he thereby, wherever it in field was showne. 

VIII. 

His face upon Ihe grownd did groveUng ly. 
As if he had beene slombring in the shade ; 
That the brave Mayd would not for courtesy 
Out of his quiet slomber him abrade. 
Nor seeme too suddeinly him to invade : 
Still as she stood, she heard with grievous throb 
Him grone, as if his hart were peeces made. 
And with most painefuU pangs to sigh and sob. 
That pitty did the Virgins hart of patience rob. 

p2 
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IX. 

At last, forth breaking into bitter plaintes» 
He sayd, " O soverayne Lord, that sit*st on hye 
And raingst in blis emongst thy blessed saintes, 
How soffirest thou such shamefiill cruelty 
So long unwreaked of thine enimy ! 
Or hast thou, Lord, of good mens cause no heed? 
Or doth thy iustice sleepe and silent ly ? 
What booteth then the good and righteous deed. 
If goodnesse find no grace, nor righteousnesse no 
meed! 

X. 

** If good find grace, and righteousnes reward. 
Why then is Amoret in caytive band, 
Sith that more bounteous creature never far'd 
On foot upon the face of living land ! 
Or if that hevenly iustice may withstand 
The wrongfuU outrage of unrighteous men. 
Why then is Busirane with wicked hand 
Sufired, these seven monethes day, in secret den 
My Lady and my Love so cruelly to pen ! 

XI. 

'' My Lady and my Love is cruelly pend 
In dolefidl darkenes from the vew of day, 
Whilest deadly torments doe her chast breat rend, 
And the sharpe Steele doth rive her hart in tway. 
All for she Scudamore will not denay. 
Yet thou, vile man, vile Scudamore, art sound, 
Ne canst her aydc, ne canst her foe dismay; 
Unworthy wretch to tread upon the ground. 
For whom so faire a Lady feeles so sore a wound." 
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XII. ^ 

There an huge heape of singulfes did oppresse 
His strugling soule, and swelliiig throbs empeach 
His foltring toung with pangg of drerinesse, 
Chcddng the remnant of his plaintife speach. 
As if his dayes were come to their last reach. 
Which when she heard, and saw the ghastly fit 
Threatning into his life to make a breach. 
Both with great ruth and terrour she was sinit» ' 
Fearing least from her cage the wearie soule would 
flit. 

XIII. 

ThOy stouping downe, she him amoved tight; 
Who, therewith somewhat starting, up gan looke. 
And seeing him behind a stranger Knight, 
Whereas no Uving creature he mistooke. 
With ffreat indi&'naunce he that sight forsooke, 
And.d7wneag5nehimselfedisdie£«Uy 
Abiecting, th' earth with his faire forhead strooke : 
Which the bold Virgin seeing, gan apply 
Fit medcine to his griefe, and spake thus courtesly ; 

XIV. 

** Ah ! gentle Knight, whose deepe-conceived griefe 
Well seemes f exceede the powre of patience. 
Yet, if that hevenly grace some ^oode retiefe 
You send, submit you to High Providence ; 
And ever, in your noble hart, prepense. 
That all the sorrow in the world is lesse 
Then vertues might and values confidence : 
For who nill bide the burden of distresse, 
Must not here thinke to live ; for life is wretchedr 
nesse. 
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XV. 

" Therefore, faire Sir, doe comfort to you take, 

And freely read what wicked felon so 

Hath outrag'd you, and thrald your gentle Make. 

Perhaps this hand may help to ease your woe, 

And wreake your sorrow on your cruell foe ; 

At least it faire endevour will apply." 

Those feeling words so neare the quicke did goe, 

That up his head he reared easily ; 

And, leaning on his elbowe, these few words lett fly : 

XVI. 

" What boots it plaine that cannot be redrest. 
And sow vaine sorrow in a fruitlesse eare ; 
Sith powre of hand, nor skill of learned brest, 
Ne worldly price, cannot redeeme my Deare 
Out of her thraldome and continuall feare ! 
For he, the tyrant, which her hath in ward 
By strong enchauntments and blacke magickeleare, 
Hath in a dungeon deepe her close embard. 
And many dreadfiill feends hath pointed to her 
gard. 

XVII. 

" There he tormenteth her most terribly. 
And day and night afflicts with mortall paine, 
Because to yield him love she doth deny. 
Once to me yold, not to be yolde againe : 
But yet by torture he would her constraine 
Love to conceive in her disdainfull brest ; 
Till so she doe, she must in doole remaine, 
Ne may by living meanes be thence relest: 
What boots it then to plaine that cannot be redrest I" 
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XVIII. 

With this sad hersall oif his heavy stresse 

The warlike Damzell was empassiond sore, 

Andsayd, '* Sir Knight, your cause is nothing lesse 

Then is your sorrow certes, if not more ; 

For nothing so much pitty doth implore 

As gentle Ladyes helplesse nusery : 

But yet, if please ye listen to my lore, 

I will, with proofe of last extremity. 

Deliver her fro thence^ or with her for you dy/* 

xix^ 

f* Ah ! gentlest Knight ative," sayd Scudamore, 

With hug^ heroicke magnanimity 

Dwells in thy bounteous brest! what couldstthou 

more, 
If shee were thine, and thou as now am I ? 
O spara thy happy daies, and them apply 
To better boot ; but let me die that ought ; 
More is more losse ; one is enough to dy !" 
** life is not lost," said she, ''for which is bought 
!Endlesse renowm ; that, more then death, b to be 

sought.'* • 

XX. 

Thus she at length persuaded him to rise. 
And with her wend to see what new successe 
Mote him befall upon new enterprise : 
His armes, which he had vowed to disprofesse. 
She gathered up and did about him dresse. 
And his forwandred steed unto him gott : 
So forth they both yfere make their progr^sse. 
And march, not past the mountenaunoe of a shott. 
Till they arrived whereas their purpose thiey did plott. 
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XXI. 

There they dismounting drew their weapons bold, 
And stontly came unto the Castie gate. 
Whereas no gate they found them to withhold, 
Nor ward to waite at mome and evening late; 
But in the porch, that did them sore amate, 
A flaming fire ymixt with smouldry smoke 
And stinking sulphure, that with griesly hate 
And dreadful! horror did all entraunce choke, 
Enforced them their forward footing to revoke. 

XXII. 

Greatly thereat was Britomart dismayd, 
Ne in that stownd wist how herselfe to beare; 
For daunger vaine it were to have assayd 
That cruell element, which all things feare, 
Ne none can suffer to approachen neare : 
And, turning backe to Scudamour, thus sayd; 
** What monstrous enmity provoke we heare? 
Foolhardy as th' Earthes children, the which made 
Batteill against the gods, so we a god invade. 

XXIII. 

'* Daunger without discretion to attempt. 
Inglorious, beast-Uke, is : therefore. Sir Knight, 
Aread what course of you is safest dempt. 
And how we with our foe may come to fight" 
" This is,** quoth he, " the dolorous despight, 
Which earst to you I playnd : for neither may 
This fire be quencht by any witt or might, 
Ne yet by any meanes remov'd away ; 
So mighty be th' enchauntments which the same 
do stay. 
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XXIV. 

*' What is there ells but cease these fruitlesse paines. 

And leave me to my former languishing ! 

Faire Amorett must dwell in wicked chaines. 

And Scudamore here die with sorrowing !" 

" Perdy not so/' saide shee ; " for shameful thing 

Yt were f abandon noble chevisaunce. 

For shewe of perill, without venturing : 

Rather, let try extremities of chaunce 

llien enterpnsed praise for dread to disavaunce." 

XXV. 

Therewith, resolv'd to prove her utmost might. 
Her ample shield she threw before her face. 
And her swords point directing forward right 
Assayld the flame; the which eftesoones gave' 

place. 
And did itselfe divide with equall space. 
That through she passed ; as a thonder«bolt 
Perceth the yielding ayre, and doth displace 
The soring clouds into sad showres ymolt ; 
So to her yold the flames, and did their force revolt. 

XXVI. 

Whom whenas Scudamour saw past the fire 

Safe and untoucht, he likewise gan assay 

With greedy will and envious desire. 

And bad the stubbome flames to yield him way : 

But cruell Mulciber would not obay 

His threatfull pride, but did the more augment 

His mighty rage, and with imperious sway 

Him forst, maulgre his fercenes, to relent. 

And backe retire all scorcht and pitifully brei^t. 
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XXVII. 

With huge impatience he inly 8welt». 
More for great sorrow that he could not pas 
Then for the burning torment which he felt ; 
That with fell woodnes he effierced was. 
And wilfully him throwing on the gras 
Did beat and bounse his head and brest full sore; 
The whiles the Championesse now entred has 
The utmost rowme, and past the foremost dore ; 
The utmost rowme abounding with all precious 
store: 

XXVIII. 

For, round about, the walls yclothed were 
With goodly arras of great maiesty, 
Woven with gold and silke so close and nere 
That the rich metall lurked privily. 
As faining to be hidd from envious eye ; 
Yet here, and there, and every where,'^nwares 
It shewd itselfe and shone unwillingly ; 
like to* a discolourd snake, whose hidden snares 
Through the greene gras his long bright bumisht 
back declares. 

XXIX. 

And in those tapets weren fashioned 

Many faire pourtraicts, and many a faire feate ; 

And all of love, and al of lusty-hed. 

As seemed by their semblaunt, did entreat : 

And eke all Cupids warres they did repeate. 

And cruell battailes, which he whilome fought 

Gainst all the gods to make his empire great; 

Besides the huge massacres, which he wrought 

On mighty kings and kesars into thraldome brought 



XI. THB FAERIE QUEENE. 173 

XXX. 

rein was writt how often thondring loye 
1 felt the point of his hart-percing dart, 
\, leaving heavens kingdome, here did rove 
itraunge disguize, to slake his scalding smart; 
w, Kke a ram, faire Helle to pervart, 
w, like a bull, Europa to withdraw : 
how the fearefiiU Ladies tender hart 
lively seeme to tremble, when she sdW 
! huge seas under her t' obay her servaunts law ! 

XXXI. 

•ne after that, into a golden showre 

nselfe he chaung'd, faire Danae to veW ; 

d throu^ the roofe of her strong brasen towre 

I raine into her lap an hony dew ; 

i whiles her foolish garde, that litle knew 

snch deceipt, kept th* yron dore fast bard, 

d watcht that none should enter nor issew ; 

ine was the watch, and bootlesse all the ward, 

lenas the god to golden hew himselfe transfard. 

XXXII. 

3n was he tumd mto a snowy swan, 
win faire Leda to his lovely trade : 
wondrous skill, and sweet vrit of the man, 
it her in daffadilUesrsleeping made 
>m scorching heat her daintie limbes to shade ! 
lilies the proud bird, ruffing his fethers wyde 
d brushing his faire brest, did her invade, 
3 slept ; yet twixt her eielids closely spyde 
m towards her he rusht, andsmiled at his pryde. 
iroL. III. Q 
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XXXIII. 

Then shewd it how the Thebane Semelee, 
Deceivd of gealous luno, did require 
To see him in hU soverayne maiestee 
Armd with his thunderbolts and lightning fire, 
Whens dearely she with death bought her desire. 
But faire Alcmena better match did make, 
loying his love in likenes more entire : 
Three nights in one they say that for her sake 
He then did put, her pleasures lenger to partake.- 

XXXIV. 

Twice was he seene in soaring eagles shape, 
And with wide winges to beat the buxome ayre : 
Once, when he with Asterie did scape ; 
Againe, whenas the Trojane boy so fayre 
He snatcht from Ida hill, and with him bare : 
Wondrous delight it was there to behould 
How the rude shepheards after him did stare, 
Tremblingthroughfeareleastdownhefallen should. 
And often to him calUng to take surer hould. 

XXXV. 

In Satyres shape Antiopa he snatcht ; 
And hke a fire, when he Aegin' assayd : 
A shepeheard, when Mnemosyne he catcht; 
And like a serpent to the Thracian mayd. 
Whyles thus on earth great love these pageaunts 

playd. 
The Winged Boy did thrust into his throne. 
And, scoffing, thus unto his mother sayd ; 
'' Lo ! now the hevens obey to me alone. 
And take me for their love, whiles love to earth 

is gone." 
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XXXVI. 

And thou, faire Phoebus, in thy colours bright 
Wast there enwoven, and the sad distresse 
In which that Boy thee plonged, for despight 
That thou bewray^dst his mothers wantonnesse. 
When she with Mars was meynt in ioyfulnesse : 
Forthy he thrild thee with a leaden dart 
To love faire Daphne, which thee loved lesse ; 
Lesse she thee lov'd than was thy iust desart, 
Yet was thy love her death, and her dea.th was 
thy smart. 

XXXVII. 

So lovedst thou the lusty Hyacinct ; 
So lovedst thou the faire. Coronis deare : 
Yet both are of thy haplesse hand extinct ; 
Yet both in flowres doe live, and love thee beare. 
The one a paunce, the other a sweete-breare : 
For griefe whereof, ye mote have lively scene 
The god himselfe rending his golden heare. 
And breaking quite his garlond ever greene. 
With other signes of sorrow and impatient teene. 

XXXVIII. 

Both of those two, and for his owne deare sonnq. 
The Sonne of Climene, he did repent ; 
Who, bold to guide the charet of the Sunne, 
Him3elfe in thousand peeces fondly rent. 
And all the world with flashing fler brent ; 
So like, that all the walles did seeme to flame. 
Yet cniell Cupid, not herewith content, 
Forst him eftsoones to follow other game. 
And love a shepheards daughter for his dearest 
dame. 
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XXXIX. 

He loved Isse for his dearest dame, 
And for her sake her cattell fedd awhile. 
And for her sake a cowheard vile became : 
The servant of Admetus, cowheard vile. 
Whiles that from heaven he suffered exile. 
Long were to tell his other lovely fitt ; 
Now, like a lyon hunting after spoile ; 
Now, like a hag ; now, like a faulcon flit : 
All which in that faire arras was most lively writ* 

Next unto him was Neptune pictured. 
In his divine resemblance wondrous lyke : 
His face was rugged, and his hoarie hed 
Dropped with brackish deaw ; his threeforkt pyke 
He steamly shooke, and therewith fierce did stryke 
The raging billowes, that on every syde 
They trembling stood, and made along broad dyke, 
That his swift charet might liave passage wyde 
Which foure great hippodames did draw jn teme-^ 
wise tyde. 

XLI. 

His seahorses did seeme to snort amayne, 
Andfrom then- nosethrilles blow the biynie streame. 
That made the sparckling waves to smoke agayne 
And flame with gold ; but the white fomy creame 
Did shine with silver, and shoot forth his beame: 
The god himselfe did pensive seeme and sad. 
And hong adowne his head as he did dreame ; 
For privy love his brest empierced had, 
Ne ought but deare Bisaltis ay could make him 
glad. 
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XLII. 

He loved eke Iphimedia deare. 
And Aeolus faire daughter, Am^ lught. 
For whom he tumd himselfe into a steare. 
And fedd on fodder to beguile her sight. 
Also, to win Deucalions daughter bright. 
He tumd himselfe into a dolphin fayre ; 
And, like a winged horse, he tooke his flight 
To snaky-locke Medusa to repayre. 
On whom he got faire Pegasus that flitteth in the 
ayre. 

XLllI. 

Next Satume was, (but who would ever weene 

That suUein Saturne ever weend to love ? 

Vet love is suUein, and Satiimlike seene. 

As he did for Erigone^t prove,) 

That to a centaure did himselfe transmove. 

So proov'd it eke that gratious god of wine. 

When, for to compasse Philliras hard love. 

He tumd himselfe into a fruitiull vine. 

And into her faire bosomemade his grapes decline. 

XLIV. 

Long were to tell the amorous assayes. 
And gentle pangues, with which he maked meeke* 
The mightie Mars, to learne his wanton playes ; 
How oft for Venus, and how often eek 
For many other nymphes, he sore did shreek; 
With womanish teares, and with unwarlike smarts. 
Privily moystening his horrid cheeke : 
There was he painted full of burning dartes. 
And many wide woundes launched through his 
inner partes. 

q2 
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XLV, 

Ne did he spare (so cruell was the Elfe) 
His owne deare mother, (ah ! why should he so!) 
Ne did he spare sometime to pricke himselfe. 
That he might taste the sweet consuming woe. 
Which he had wrought to many others moe. 
But, to declare the moumfull tragedyes 
And spoiles wherewith he all the ground did strew, 
More eath to number with how many eyes 
High hevenbeholdes sad lovers nightly theeveryes, 

XLVI. 

Kings, qu^enes, lords, ladies, knights, and dam-; 

seb gent. 
Were heap'd together with the vulgar sort. 
And mingled with the raskall rablement. 
Without respect of person or of port. 
To shew Dan Cupids powre and great eff6rt: 
And round about a border was entrayld 
Of broken bowes and arrowes shivered short ; 
And a long bloody river through them rayld. 
So lively, and so like, that living sence it fayld. 

XLVII. 

And at the upper end of that faire rowme 
There was an altar built of pretious stone 
Of passing valew and of great renowme. 
On which there stood an image all alone 
Of massy gold, which with his owne light shone ; 
And winges it had with sondry colours dight. 
More sondry colours then the proud pavone 
Beares in his boasted fan, or Iris bright, 
WTien her discolourd bow she spreds through 
heven bright. 
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XLVIII. 

Blyndfold he was ; and in his craell fist 
A mortall bow and arrowes keene did hold, 
"Wiih which he shot at randon when him list. 
Some headed with sad lead, some with pure gold; 
(Ah ! man, beware how thou those dartes behold !) 
A wounded dragon under him did ly. 
Whose hideous tayle his lefte foote did enfold. 
And with a shaft was shot through either eye. 
That no man forth might draw, ne no man remedye. 

XLixr. 

And ondemeaHi his feet was written thus, 
Unto the Victor of the Gods this bee : 
And all the people in that ample hous 
Did to that image bowe their humble knee. 
And oft committed fowle idolatree. 
That wondrous sight faire Britomart amazd^ 
Ne seeing could her wonder satisfie. 
But ever more and more upon it gazd. 
The whiles the passing brightnes her fraile sences 
dazd. 

Tho, as she backward cast her busie eye 
To search each secrete of that goodly sted. 
Over the dore thus written she did spye. 
Bee bold: She oft and oft it over-red. 
Yet could not find what sence4t figured : 
But whatso were therein or writ or ment. 
She was no whit thereby discouraged 
From prosecuting of her first intent. 
But forward with bold steps into the next roome 
went. 
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LI. 

Much fayrer then the former was that roome. 
And richher, by many partes, arayd ; 
For not with arras mside in painefull loome. 
But with pure gold it all was overlayd, [playd 
Wrought with wilde antickes which their follies 
In the rich metall, as they living were : 
A thousand monstrous formes therein were made, 
Such as false Love doth oft upon him weare ; 
For Love in thousand monstrous formes doth oft 
appeare. 

LII. 

And, all about, the glistring walles were hong 
With warlike spoiles and with victorious prayes 
Of mightie conquerours and captaines strong. 
Which were whil6me captived in their dayes 
To cruell Love, and wrought their owne decayes : 
Their swerds and speres were broke, and hauber- 

ques rent. 
And their proud girlonds of tryumphant bayes 
Troden in dust with ftiry insolent. 
To shew the Victors might and merciless intent. 

LIII. 

The warlike Mayd, beholding earnestly 
The goodly ordinaunce of this rich place. 
Did greatly wonder ; ne could satisfy 
Her greedy eyes with gazing a long space : 
But more she mervaild that no footings trace 
Nor wight appeard, but wastefuU emptiness 
And solemne silence over all that place : 
Straunge thing it seem'd, that none was to possesse 
So rich purveyaunce, ne them keepe with careftil- 
nesse. 
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LIV. 

And, as she lookt about, she did behold 

How over that same dore was likewise writ. 

Be bolde. Be bolde, and every where. Be bold; 

That much she muz'd, yet could not construe it 

By any ridling skill or commune wit. 

At last she spyde at that rowmes upper end 

Another yron dpre, on which was writ, 

fie not too bold; whereto though she did bend 

Her earnest minde, yet wist not what it might intend. 

LV. 

Thus she there wayted untill eventyde, 
Yet Imng creature none she saw appeare. 
And now sad shadowes gan the worlde to hyde 
From mortall vew, and wrap in darkenes dreare 
Yet nould she d'off her weary armes, for feare 
Of secret daunger, ne let sleepe oppresse 
Her heavy eyes with natures bardein deare. 
But drew herselfe aside in sickemesse. 
And her welpointed wepons did about her dresse. 
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CANTO XII. 



Tbe Maske of Capid, and th' encbaan- " 

ted Chamber are displayd ; 
Whence Britomart redeemes faire A- 

moret throagh charmes decajd. 




I. 

TaOy whenas chearelesse Night ycovered had 
Fayre heaven with an universall clowd. 
That every wight dismayd with darkenes sad 
In silence and in sleepe themselves did ^irowd» 
She heard a shrilling trompet sownd alowd, 
Signe of nigh battaill, or got victory : 
Nought therewith daunted was her courage prowd, 
But rather stird to cniell enmity. 
Expecting ever when some foe she might descry. 

II. 

With that, an hideous storme of winde arose, 
With dreadfuU thunder and lightning atwixt, 
And an earthquake, as if it streight would lose 
The worlds foundations from his centre fixt : 
A direfiiU stench of smoke and sulphure mixt 
Ensewd, whose noyaunce fild the fearefull sted 
Erom the fourth howre of night until the sixt ; 
Yet the bold Britonesse was nought ydred. 
Though much emmov d, but stedfast still per- 
severed. 
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III. 

AU suddeinly a stormy whirlwind blew 
Throughout the house, that clapped every dore, 
With which that yron wicket open flew. 
As it with mighty levers had bene tore ; 
And forth yssewd, as on the readie flore 
Of some thedtre, a grave personage 
That in his hand a braunch of laurell bore. 
With comely haveour and countenance sage, 
Yclad in costly garments fit for tragicke stage. 

IV. 

Proceeding to the midst he stil did stand. 
As if in minde he somewhat had to say ; 
And to the vulgare beckning with his hand, 
In signe of silence, as to heare a play. 
By lively actions he gan bewray 
Some argument of matter passioned ; 
Which doen, he backe retyred soft away. 
And. passing by, his name discovered. 
Ease, on his robe in golden letters cyphered. 

V. 

The noble Mayd still standing all this vewd. 
And merveild at his straunge intendiment : 
With that a ioyous fellowship issewd 
Of minstrales making goodly meriment. 
With wanton bardes, and rymers impudent ; 
All which together song full chearefiilly 
A lay of loves delight with sweet concent : 
After whom marcht a iolly company. 
In manner of a Maske, enranged orderly. 
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VI. 

The whiles a most delitious harmony 

In full straunge notes was sweetly heard to sound. 

That the rare sweetnesse of the melody 

The feeble sences wholy did confound. 

And the frayle soule in deepe deUght nigh drownd: 

And, when it ceast, shrill trompets lowd did bray, 

That their report did far away rebound ; 

And, when they ceast, it gan againe to play. 

The whiles the Maskers marched forth in trim aray. 

VII. 

The first was "Fansy, lite a lovely boy 
Of rare aspect and beautie without peati^, 
Matchable either to that ympe of Troy, 
Whom love did love and chose his cup to beare ; 
Or that same daintie lad, which was so deare 
To gteat Alcides, that, whenas he dyde. 
He wailed womanlike with many a teare. 
And every wood and every valley wyde 
He find with Hylas name; the nymphes eke 
Hylas cryde. 

VIII. 

His garment neither was of silke nor say. 

But paynted plumes in goodly order dight, 

like as the sunburnt Indians do aray 

Their tawney bodies in their proudest plight : 

As those same plumes, so seemdhe vaine and lights 

That by his gate might easily appeare ; 

For still he far'd as dauncing in delight. 

And in his hand a windy fan did beare. 

That in tlie ydle ay re he mov'd still here and theare. 
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IX. 

And hun beside marcht amorous Desyre, 
Who seemd of ryper yeares then th* other swayne. 
Yet was that other swayne this elders syre. 
And gave him being, commune to them twayne: 
His garment was disguysed very yayne. 
And his embrodered bonet sat awry : [strayne, 
Twixt both his hands few sparks he close did 
Which still be blew and kindled busily. 
That soone they life conceived, and fordi in flames 
did fly. 

X. 

Next after him went Doubt, who was yclad 
In a discoloured cote of straunge disguyse. 
That at his backe a brode capuccio had, > 
And sleeves dependaunt Albanes^-wyse ; 
He lookt askew with his mistrustfuU eyes. 
And hycely trode, as thornes lay in his way, 
Or that the flore to shrinke he did avyse ; 
And on a broken reed he still did stay 
His feeble steps, which shrunck when hard there- 
on he lay. 

XI. 

With him went Daunger, cloth'd in ragged weed 
Made of beares skin, that him more dreadfuU made ; 
Yet his owne face was dreadfull, ne did need 
Straunge horrour to deforme his griesly shade: 
A net in th' one hand, and a rusty blade 
In th' other was ; this Mischiefe, that Mishap ; 
With th' one his. foes he threatned to invade, 
With th' other he his friends ment to enwrap : 
For whom he could not kill he practiz'd to entrap. 

VOL. III. R 
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XII. 

Next him was Feare, all arm'd from top to toe. 
Yet thought himselfe not safe enough thereby. 
But feard each shadow moving to or froe ; 
Andy his owne armes when gUttering he did spy 
Or clashing heard, he fast away did fly. 
As ashes pale of hew, and winged heeld ; 
And evermore on Daunger fixt his eye. 
Gainst whom he alwayes bent a brasen shield. 
Which his right hand unarmed fearefully did wield. 

XIII. 

With him went Hope in rancke, a handsome mayd, 
Of chearefuU looke and lovely to behold ; 
In silken samite she was liffht arayd. 
And her fayre lockes were^^oven op in gold: 
She alway smyld, and in her hand did hold 
An holy-water-sprinckle, dipt in deowe. 
With which she sprinckled favours manifold 
On whom she list, and did great liking sheowe, 
Great Uking unto many, but true love to feowe. 

XIV. 

And after them Dissemblaunce and Suspect 
Marcht in one rancke, yet an unequall paire ; 
For She was gentle and of milde aspect. 
Courteous to all and seeming debonaire. 
Goodly adorned and exceeding faire ; 
Yet was that all but paynted and purloynd. 
And her bright browes were deckt with borrowed 

haire ; 
Her deeds were forged, and her words false coynd, 
And alwaies in her hand two clewes of silke she 

twynd: 
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XV, 

But He was fowle, ill favoured, and grim. 
Under his eiebrowes looking still askaunee ; 
And ever, as Dissemblaunce, laught on him. 
He lowrd on Her with daungerous eye-glaunce. 
Shewing his nature in his countenaunce ; 
His rolling eies did never rest in place, 
But walkte each where for feare of hid mischaunce. 
Holding a lattis still before his face. 
Through which he stil did peep as forward he did 
pace. 

^vi. 

Next him went Griefe and Fury matcht yfere ; 
Griefe all in sable sorrowfully clad, . 
Downe hanging his dull head with heavy chere, 
Yet inly being more then seeming sad : 
A paire of pincers in his hand he had. 
With which he pinched people to the hart. 
That from thenceforth a wretched life they ladd. 
In wilfuU languor and consuming smart. 
Dyingeach day with inward wounds of dolours dart 

•• XVII. 

But Fury was full ill appareiled 
In rags, that naked nigh she did appeare. 
With ghastly looks and dreadfilll drerihed ; 
And from her backe her garments she did teare. 
And from her head offce rente her snarled heare : 
In her right hand a firebrand shee did tosse 
About her head, still roaming here and there ; 
As a dismayed deare in chace embost, 
Forgetfull of his safety, hath hi$ right way lost. 
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XVIII. 

After them went Displeasure and PleasauAce, 

He looking lompish and fall sullein sad. 

And hanging downe his heavy countenaunee ; 

She chearfiill, fresh, and full of ioyaunce glad. 

As if no sorrow she ne felt ne drad ; 

That evill matched paire they seemd to bee : 

An angry waspe th' one in a viall had, 

Tb' other in hers an hoi^y lady-bee. 

Thus marched these six couples forth in faire degree, 

XIX. 

After all these there marcht a most faire Dame, 
Led of two grysie Villeins, th* one Despight, 
The other cleped Cruelty by name : 
She dolefuU Lady, like a dreary spright 
Cald by strong charmes out of etemall night. 
Had Deathes owne ymage figurd in her face. 
Full of sad signes, fearfuU to Uving sight ; 
Yet in that horror shewd a seemely grace. 
And with her feeble feete did move a comely pace, 

XX. • 

Her brest all naked, as nett yvory 
Without adome of gold or silver bright 
Wherewith the craftesman wonts it beautify. 
Of her dew honour was despoyled quight ; 
And a wide wound therein (O ruefull sight !) 
Entrenched deep with knyfe accursed keene. 
Yet freshly bleeding forth her fainting spright, 
(The worke of cruell hand) was to be seene. 
That dyde in sanguine red her skin all snowy cleene ; 
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XXI. 

At that wide orifice her tremhUng hart 
Was drawne forth, and in silver basin layd. 
Quite through transfixed with a deadly d&rty 
And in her blood yet steeming firesh embayd. 
And those two Villeins (which her steps upstayd, 
When her weake feete could scarcely her sustame, 
And fading vitall powres gan to fade,) 
Her forward still with torture did constraine. 
And evermore encreased her consuming paine. 

XXII. 

Next after her, the Winged God himselfe 
Came riding on a lion ravenous. 
Taught to obay the menage of that Elfe 
That man and beast with powre imperious 
Subdeweth to his kingdome tyrannous : 
His blindfold eies he bad awhile unbinde. 
That his proud spoile of that same dolorous 
Faire Dame he might behold in perfect kinde ; 
Which scene, he much reioyced in his cruell minde. 

XXIII. 

Of which ful prowd, himselfe uprearing hye 
He looked round about with steme disdayne, 
And did survay his goodly company ; 
And, marshalling the evill-ordered trayne. 
With that the darts which his right hand did straiue 
Full dreadfully he shooke, that all did quake. 
And clapt on hye his coulourd winges twaine. 
That all his many it affiraide did make : 
Tho, blioding him againe, his way he forth did take. 

'rR2 
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XXIV. 

Behinde him was Reproch, Repentaunce, Shame; 
Reproch the first. Shame next. Repent bdiinde: 
Repentawice feeble, sorrowfull, and lame ; 
Reproch despightfiil, carelesse, and unkinde ; 
Shame most ill-favourd, bestiall, and blinde : 
Shame lowrd, Repentaunee sighd, Reproch did 
scould ; [twinde, 

Reproch sharpe stings, Repentaunee whips en- 
Shame burning brond-yrons in her hand did hold: 
All three to each unlike, yet all made in one mould, 

yxv. 

And after them a rude confused rout 
Of persons flockt, whose names is hard to read: 
Emongst them was steme Strife; and Anger stout; 
Unquiet Care ; and fond Unthriftyhead ; 
Lewd Losse of Time ; and Sorrow seeming dead; 
Inconstant Chaunge ; and false Disloyally ; 
Consuming Riotise ; and guilty Dread 
Of heavenly vengeaunce; faint Infirmity; 
Vile Poverty ; and, lastly. Death with infamy, 

xxvi. 

There were full many moe like Maladies, 
Whose names and natures I note readen weU ; 
So many moe, as there be phantasies ' 
In wavering wemens witt, that none can teU, 
Or paines in love, or punishments in hell : 
All which disguized marcht in masking-wbe 
About the Chamber by the Damozell ; 
And then returned, having marched thrise. 
Into the inner rowme firom whence they first did rise. 
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XXVII. 

So soone as they were in, the dore streightway 

Fast locked, driven with that stormy blast 

Which first it opened, and bore all away. 

Then the brave Maid, which al this while was plast 

In secret shade, and saw both first and last, 

Issewed forth and went unto the dore 

To enter in, but fownd it locked fast : 

It vaine she thought with rigorous uprore 

For to efforce, when charmes had closed it afore, 

XXVIII. 

Where forqe might not availe, there sleights and art 
She cast to use, both fitt for hard emprize : 
Forthy from that same rowme not to depart 
Till morrow next shee did herselfe avize. 
When that same Maske againe should forth arize. 
The morrowe next appeard with ioyous ch^are, 
CalUng Qien to their daily exercize : 
Then she, as morrow fresh, herselfe did r^are 
Out of her secret stand that day for to outweare. 

XXIX. 

All that day she outwore in wandering 
And gazing on that Chambers ornament. 
Till that againe the second Evening 
Her covered with her sable vestiment. 
Wherewith the worlds faire beautie she hath blent : 
Then, when the second watch was almost past. 
That brasen dore flew open, and in went 
Bold Britomart, as she had late forecast. 
Nether of y die showes nor of false charmes aghast. 



192 THE FAERIE QUEENK. B. III. 

XXX. 

So soone as she was entred, rownd about 
Shee cast her eies to see what was become 
Of all those persons which she saw without: 
But lo! they streight were yanisht all and some; 
Ne hying wight she saw in all that roome, 
Saye that same woefull Lady; both whose hands 
Were bounden fast, that did her ill become. 
And her small waste girt rownd with yron bands 

Unto a brasen pillour, by the which she stands. 

•i 

XXXI. 

And, her before, the yile Enchaunter sate. 
Figuring straunge characters of his art ; 
With hying blood he those characters wrate. 
Dreadfully dropping firom her dying hart. 
Seeming transfixed with a cruell dart ; 
And all perforce to make her him to loye. 
Ah ! who can loye the worker of her smart! 
A thousand charmes he formerly did proye ; 
Yet thousand charmes could not her stedfast hart 
remoye. 

XXXII. 

Soon as that Virgin Knight he saw in place. 
His wicked bookes in hast he overthrew. 
Not caring his long labours to deface ; 
And, fiercely running to that Lady trew, 
A murdrous knife out of his pocket drew. 
The which he thought, for yilleinous despight. 
In her tormented bodie to embrew : 
But the stout Damzell to him leaping hght 
His cursed hand withheld, and maistered his might 
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XXXIII. 

From her, to whom his fury first he ment. 
The wicked weapon rashly he did wrest. 
And, turning to herselfe lus fell intent, 
Unwares it strooke into her snowie chest. 
That Utle drops empurpled her faire brest. 
Exceeding wroth, therewith the Virgin grew, 
Albe the wound were nothing deepe imprest. 
And fiercely forth her mortall blade she drew. 
To give him the reward for such vile outrage dew, 

XXXIV, 

So mightily she smote him, that to ground 

He fell halfe dead ; next stroke him should have 

slaine. 
Had not the Lady, which by him stood bound, 
Dernly unto her called to abstaine 
From doing him to dy ; for else her paine 
Should be remedilesse ; sith none but hee 
Which wrought it could the same recure againe. 
Therewith she stay d her hand, loth stayd to bee ; 
For life she him envyde, and long'd revenge to see : 

XXXV. 

And to him said ; " Thou wicked man, whose meed 
For so huge mischiefe and vile villany 
Is death, or if that ought doe death exceed; 
Be sure that nought may save thee firom to dy 
But if that thou this Dame do presently 
Restore unto her health and former state ; 
This doe, and Uve ; els dye undoubtedly." 
He glad of life, that lookt for death but late, 
Pid yield himselfe right willing to prolong his date : 
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XXXVI. 

And rising up gan streigfat to overrlooke 
Those cursed leaves, his channes back to reverse: 
Full dreadfiill thinges out of that balefull booke 
He red, and measured many a sad verse. 
That horrour gan the Virgins hart to perse. 
And her fiure locks up stared stiffe on end. 
Hearing him those same bloody Ijrnes reherse ; 
And, all the while he red, she did extend 
Her sword high over him, if ought he did offend. 

XXXVII. 

Anon she gan perceive the house to quake. 
And all the dores to rattle round about; 
Yet all that did not her dismaied make. 
Nor slack her threatfull hand for daungers dout. 
But still with stedfast eye and courage stout 
Abode, to weet what end would come of all : 
At last that mightie chaine, which round about 
Her tender waste was wound, adowne gan fall. 
And that great brasen pillour broke in peeces smaU. 

XXXVIII. 

The cruell Steele, which thrild her dying hart. 
Fell softly forth, as of his owne accord ; 
And the wyde wound, which lately did dispart 
Her bleeding brest and riven bowels gor'd. 
Was closed up, as it had not beene sor'd ; 
And every part to safety full sownd. 
As she were never hurt, was soone restord : 
Tho, when she felt herselfe to be unbownd 
And perfect hole, prostrate she fell unto the grownd : 



C. XII. THE FAERIE QUEBNB. 105' 

XXXIX. 

Before faire Britomart she fell prostrate. 
Saying; "Ah! noble Knight, what worthy meede' 
Can wretched Lady, quitt from wofiill state. 
Yield you in Ueu of this your gracious deed? 
Your vertue selfe her owne reward shall breed. 
Even immortal prayse and glory wyde. 
Which I your yassall, by your prowesse freed. 
Shall through the world make to be notiiyde. 
And goodly well advaunce that goodly well was 
tryde." 

XL. 

But Britomc^t, uprearing her from grownd. 
Said, " Gentle Dame, reward enough I weene. 
For many labours more than I have found. 
This, that in safetie now I have you scene. 
And meane of your deliverance have beene : 
Henceforth, faire Lady, comfort to you take. 
And put away remembrance of late teene ; 
Insted thereof, know that your loving Make 
Hath no lesse griefe endured for your gentle sake.** 

XLI. 

She much was cheard to heare him mentiond, 
Whom of all Uving wightes she loved best. 
Then laid the noble Championesse strong bond 
Upon th' Enchaunter which had her distrest 
So sore, and with foule outrages opprest : 
With that great chaine, wherewith not long ygoe 
He bound that pitteous Lady prisoner now relest, 
Himselfe she bound, more worthy to be so. 
And captive with her led to wretchednesse and wo. 
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XLII. 

Returning back, those goodly rowmes, which erst 
She saw so rich and royally arayd. 
Now vanisht utterly and cleane subyerst 
She found, and all their glory quite decayd ; 
That sight of such a chaunge her much dismayd. 
Thence forth descending to that perlous porch, 
•Those dreadful! flames she also found delayd 
And quenched quite like a consumed torch. 
That erst all entrers wont so cruelly to scorch. 

XLIII. 

More easie issew now then entrance late 
She found ; for now that fained-dreadfuU flame, 
Which chokt the porch of that enchaunted gate 
And passage bard to all that thither came, 
Was vanisht quite, as it were not the same. 
And gave her leave at pleasure forth to passe. 
Th' Enchaunter selfe, which all that fraud did frame 
To have efibrst the love of that faire Lasse, 
Seeing his worke now wasted, deepeengrievedwas. 

XLIV. 

But when the Victoresse arrived there 
Where late she left the pensife Scudamore 
With her own trusty Squire, both full of feare. 
Neither of them she found where she them lore : 
Thereat her noble hart was stonisht sore ; 
But most faire Amoret, whose gentle spright 
Now gan to feede on hope, which she before 
Conceived had, to see her own deare Knight, 
Being thereof beguyld, was fild with new afiVi^t. 
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XLV. 

But he, sad man, when he had long in drede 
Awayted thete for Britomarts returae. 
Yet saw her not, nor signe of her good speed, 
His expectation to despaire did tume. 
Misdeeming sure that her those flames did bume ; 
And therefore gan advize with her old Squire, 
Who her deare nourslings losse no lesse did moume. 
Thence to depart for further aide t' enquire : 
Where let them wend at will, whilest here I doe 
respire*. 

* When Spenser printed )iis first three Books of the 
Faerie Qaeene, the two loTers, Sir Scndamore and Amoret, 
have a happy meeting : but afterwards, when he printed the 
fourth, fifth, and sixth Books, he reprinted likewise the three 
first Books ; and, among other alterations of the lesser kind, 
he left ont the five last stanzas, and made three new stanzas, 
Tiz. XLlll. XLIV. XLV. More easie issew now, &c. By these 
alterations this third Book not only connects better with the 
fourth, bat the reader is kept in that suspense which is neces- 
sary in a well-told story. The stanzas which are mentioned 
above, as omitted in the second edition, and printed in the 
first, are the following : 

XLIII. 

** At last she came nnio the place, where late 

" She left Sir Scudamour in great distresse 

" Twixt dolour and despight half desperate 

" Of his loues saccoar, of his owne redresse, 

" And of the bardie Britomarts saccesse : 

*' There on the cold earth him now thrown she foond, 

" In wilfall angnish, and dead heavinesse, 

" And to him cald ; whose voices knowen sonnd 

** Soone as he heard, himself he reared light from ground. 



XLIV. 

" There did he see, that most on earth him ioyd, 
(( 

« 



His dearest lone, the comfort of his dayes, 
Whose too long absence him had sore annoyd. 
And wearied his life with dull delayes : 

VOL. III. S 
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** Straight he upstarted from the loathed lajes, 

" And to her ran with hasty eagemesse. 
Like as a deare, that greedilj emhajes 
In the cool soile, after Long thirstinesse, 

" Which he in chace endored hath, now nigh hreatblesse. 

XLV. 






« 
it 



Lightly he dipt her twixt his armes twaine. 

And streightly did emhrace her body bright. 

Her body, late the prison of sad paine, 
** Now the sweet lodge of lone and dear delight : 

Bat the faire lady, overcommon qnight 

Of hnge affection, did in pleasure melt. 

And in sweet ravishment poord out her spright. 

No word they spake, nor earthly thing they felt, 
" Bat like two senceless stocks in long embracements dwelt. 



t€ 
it 
ft 



« 

« 
« 



(( 
(( 
(( 
(( 
(( 

(< 



KLVI. 



Had ye them scene, ye woald have sorely thought 
That they had been that foire Hermaphrodite, 
Which that rich Roman of white marble wrot^t. 
And in his costly bath caasd to be site. 
So seemd those two, as growne together quite } 
That Britomart, halfe ennying their blesse, 
" Was much empassiond in her gentle sprite, 
" And to her selfe oft wisht like happinesse : 
'* In yaine she wisht, that fate n' ocdd let her yet possegse. 



XLVII. 

Thus doe those loners with sweet conntemayle. 
Each other of loaes bitter frnif despoile. 
Bat now my teme begins to faint and fiiyle. 
All woxen weary of their ionmall toyle ; 
Therefore I will their sweatie yokes assoyle 
At this same forrowes end, till a new day : 
And ye, fair Swayns, after yoor long tarmoyle. 
Now cease yoor worke, and at yoor pleasure play ; 
Now cease yoor work , to-morrow is an holy day." 



THE 

FOURTH BOOK 

OP 

THE FAERIE QUEENE, 

CONTAYNING 

^^z ICesmtr ol CDamM bxCO ^riamontr, or of JFrient^si^ip. 



I. 

The rugged forhead, that with grave foresight 
Welds kingdomes causes and affaires of state. 
My looser rimes, I wote, doth sharply wite 
For praising love as I have done of late. 
And magnifying lovers deare debate ; 
By which lEraile youth is oft to follie led. 
Through false allurement of that pleasing baite. 
That better were in vertues discipled. 
Then with vaine poemes weeds to have their fan- 
cies fed. * 

II. 

Such ones ill iudge of love, that cannot love, 
Ne in their frosen hearts feele kindly flame : 
Forthy they ought not thing unknowne reprove, 
Ne naturall affection faultlesse blame 
For fault of few that have abusd the same : 
For it of honor and all vertue is 
The roote, and brings forth glorious flowres of fame. 
That crowne true lovers with immortall blis. 
The meed of them that love, and do not live amisse. 
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III. 

Which whoso list looke backe to former ages, 
And call to count the things that then were donne, 
Shall find that all the workes of those wise sages, 
And brave exploits which great heroes wonne, 
In love were either ended or begunne : 
Witnesse the Father of Philosophie, 
Which to his Critias, shaded oft from sunne. 
Of love full manie lessons did apply. 
The which these Stoicke censours cannot well deny » 

IV. 

To such therefore I do not sing at all ; 
But to that sacred Saint my soveraigne Queene, 
In whose chast brest all bountie naturall 
And treasures of true love enlocked beene> 
Bove all her sexe that ever yet was seene ; 
To her I sing of love, that loveth best. 
And best is lov'd of all alive I weene ; 
To her this song most fitly is addrest. 
The Queene of love, and Prince of peace jfronj 
heaven blest. 

V. 

Which that she may the better deigne to heare, 
Do thou, dred Infant, Venus dearling dove. 
From her high spirit chase imperious feare. 
And use of awful I maiestie remove : 
Insted thereof with drops of melting love, 
Deawd with ambrosiall kisses, by thee gotten 
From thy sweete-smyling Mother from above, 
Sprinckle her heart, and haughtie courage soften, 
That she may hearke to love, and reade this lesson 
often. 
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CANTO I. 



Fayre Britomart saves Amoret : 

Doessa discord breedes 
Twixt Scadamoar and Blandamonr : 

Their fight and warlike deedes. 



I. 

Of lovers sad calamities of old 

Full many piteous stories doe remaine, 

But none more piteous ever was ytold 

Then that of Amorets hart-binding chaine. 

And this of Florimels unworthie paine : 

The deare compassion of whose bitter fit 

My softned heart so sorely doth constraine. 

That I with teares full oft doe pittie it, 

And oftentimes doe wish it never had bene writ. 

II. 

For, from the time that Scudamour her bought 
In perilous fight, she never ioyed day ; 
A perilous fight ! when he with force her brought 
From twentie Knights that did him all assay ; 
Yet fairely well he did them all dismay. 
And with great glorie both the Shield of Love 
And eke the Ladie selfe he brought away ; 
Whom having wedded, as did him behove, 
A new unknowen mischiefe did from him remove. 

S2 
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III. 

For that same vile Enchauntour Busyran, 
The yery* selfe same day that she was wedded. 
Amidst the bridale feast, whitest every man 
Surcharged with wine were heedlesse and ill- 

hedded, 
All bent to mirth before the Bride was bedded, 
Brought in that Mask of Love which late was 

showen ; 
And there the Ladie ill of friends bestedded. 
By way of sport, as oft in Maskes is knowen. 
Conveyed quite away to living wight unknowen. 

IV. 

Seven moneths he so her kept in bitter smart. 
Because his sinful! lust she would not serve, 
Untill such time as noble Britomart 
Released her, that else was like to sterve 
Through cruell knife that her deare heart did kerve: 
And now she is with her upon the way 
Marching in lovely wise, that could deserve 
No spot of blame, though spite did oft assay 
To blot her with dishonor of so faire a pray. 

v. 

Yet should it be a pleasant tale, to tell 
The diverse usage, and demeanure daint. 
That each to other made, as oft befell : 
For Amoret right fearefuU was and faint 
Lest she with blame her honor should attaint. 
That everie word did tremble as she spake, 
And everie looke was coy and wondrous quaint, 
And everie limbe that touched her did quake ; 
Yet could she not but curteous countenance to her 
make. 
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VI. 

For well she wist, as true it was indeed. 
That her live's lord and patrone of her health 
Bight well deserved, as his duefull meed. 
Her love, her service, and her utmost wealth : 
AUis his iustly that all freely deal'th. 
Nathlesse her honor dearer then her life 
She sought to save, as thing reserv'd from stealth ; 
Die had she lever with Enchanters knife 
Then to.be false in love, profest a virgine wife. 

VII. 

Thereto her fearc was made so much the greater 
Through fine abusion of that Briton Mayd ; 
Who, for to hide her fained sex the better 
And maske her wounded mind, both did and sayd 
Full many things so doubtfuU to be wayd. 
That well she wist not what by them to gesse : 
For otherwhiles to her she purpos made 
Of love, and otherwhiles of lustfulnesse. 
That much she feard his mind would grow to some 
excesse. 

VIII. 

His will she feard ; for him she surely thought 
To be a man, such as indeed he seemed ; 
And much the more, by that he lately wrought, 
"When her from deadly thraldome he redeemed, 
For which no service she too much esteemed : 
Yet dread of shame and doubt of fowle dishonor 
Made her not yeeld so much as due she deemed. 
Yet Britomart attended duly on her. 
As well became a Knight, and did to her all honor. 
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IX. 

It SO befell one eyening that they came 
Unto a Castell, lodged there to bee. 
Where many a Knight, and many a lovdy Dame, 
Was then assembled deeds of annes to see : 
Amongst all which was none more faire then shee. 
That many of them mov'd to eye her sore. 
TTie custome of that place was such, that hee» 
Which had no Love nor Lenunan there in store. 
Should either winne him one, or lye without the dore, 

X. 

Amongst the rest there was a iolly Knight, 
Who, being asked for his Love, avow'd 
That fairest Amoret was his by right. 
And ofired that to iustifie alowd. 
The warlike Virgine, seeing his so prowd 
And boastfull chalenge, wexed intie wroth. 
But for the present did her anger shrowd ; 
And sayd, her Love to lose she was full loth. 
But either he should neither of them have, or both. 

XI. 

So foorth they went, and both together giusted ; 
But that same younker soone was overthrowne, 
And made repent that he had rashly lusted 
For thing unlawfuU that was not his owne : 
Yet since he seemed vatiant, though unknowne, 
She, that no lesse was courteous then stout, 
Cast how to salve, that both the custome showne 
Were kept, and yet that Knight not locked out; 
That seem'd full hard t' accord' two things so hi 
in dout. 
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XII. 

The senescfaall was cal*d to deeme the right ; 
Whom she required, that first fayre Amoret 
Might be to her alloVd, as to a Knight 
That did her win and free from chalenge set : 
Which straight to her was yeelded widiout Jet : 
Then, since that strange £jiights Love from him> 

was quitted, 
She claimed that to herselfe, as Ladies det. 
He as a Knight might iustly be admitted ; 
So. none, should be out shut^ sith all of Loves were 

fitted. 

XIII. 

With that, her glistring helmet she unlaced ; 
Which doft, her golden lockes, that were upbound 
Still in a knot, unto her heeles downe traced. 
And like a silken yeile in compasse round 
About her backe and all her bodie wound : 
Like as the shining skie in summers night. 
What time the dayes with scorching heat abound. 
Is creasted all with lines of firie Ught, 
That it prodigious seemes in common peoples sight. 

XIV. 

Siich when those Knights and Ladies all about 

Beheld her, all were with amazement smit. 

And every one gan grow in secret dout 

Of this and that, according to each wit : 

Some thought that some enchantment faygned it; 

Some, that Bellona in that warlike wise 

To them appear'd, with shield and armour fit ; 

Some, that it was a maske of strange disguise : 

So diversely each one did sundrie doubts devise.i 
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XV. 

But that young Knight, which through her gende 

deed 
Was to that goodly fellowship restoi^d. 
Ten thousand thankes did yeeld her for her meed, 
And, ploubly overcommen, her ador*d : 
So did they all their former strife accord ; 
And eke fayre Amoret, now freed from feare. 
More franke affection did to her afford ; 
And to her bed, which she was wont forbeaie. 
Now freely drew, and found right Bbfe assurance 

theare : 

XVI. 

Where all that night they of their loves did tre&ti 
And hard adventures, twixt themselves alone. 
That each the other gan with passion great 
And griefull pitde privately bemone. 
The morow next, so soone as Titan shone,' 
They both uprose and to their waies them digfat: 
Long wandred they, yet never met with none 
That to their willes could them direct aright. 
Or to them tydings tell that mote their harts delight 

XVII. 

Lo thus they rode, till at the last they spide 
Two armed Knights that toward them did pace. 
And ech of them had ryding by his side 
A Ladie, seeming in so farre a space ; 
But Ladies none they were, albee in face 
And outward shewfaire semblance they did beare; 
Por under maske of beautie and good grace 
Vile treason and fowle falshood hidden were. 
That mote to none but to the warie wise aj^pear^. 
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XVIII. 

The one of them the false Duessa hight, 

That now had changed her former wonted hew ; 

For she could d*on so manie shapes in sight. 

As ever could cameleon colours new ; 

So could she forge all colours, save the trew : 

TTie other no whit better was then shee. 

But that, such as she was, she plaine did shew ; 

Yet otherwise much worse, if worse might bee. 

And dayly more offensive unto each degree : 

XIX. 

Her name was At^, mother of debate 
And all dissention which doth dayly grow 
Amongst fraile men, that many a publike state 
And many a private oft doth overthrow. 
Her false Duessa, who full well did know 
To be most fit to trouble noble Ejiights 
Which hunt for honor, raised from below 
Out of the dwelUngs of the damned sprights, 
Where she in darknes wastes her cursed daies and 
nights. 

XX. 

Hard by the gates of hell her dwelling is ; 
There, wheresis all the plagues and harmes abound 
Which punish wicked men that walke amisse : 
It is a darksome delve farre under ground. 
With thomes and barren brakes environd round. 
That none the same may easily out win ; 
Yet many waies to enter may be found. 
But none to issue forth when one is in : 
For discord harder is to end then to begin. 
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XXI. 

And all within, the riven walls were hung 
With tagged monuments of times forepast. 
All which the sad effects of discord sung : 
There were rent robes and broken scepters {^ast; 
Altars defyld, and holy things defast ; 
Disshivered speares, and shields ytome in twaine; 
Great cities ransackt, and strong castles rast; 
Nations captived, and huge armies slaine : 
Of all which mines there some relicks did remaine. 

XXII. 

There was the signe of antique Babylon ; 
Of fatall Thebes ; of Rome that raigned long; 
Of sacred Salem ; and sad Ilion, 
For memorie of which on high there hong 
The Golden Apple, cause of all their vn-ong, 
For which the three faire goddesses did strive : 
There also was the name of Nimrod strong ; 
Of Alexander, and his princes five 
Which shar'd to them the spoiles tliat he had got 
alive: 

XXIII. 

And there the relicks of the drunken fray. 
The which amongst the Lapithees befell ; 
And of the bloodie feast, which sent away 
So many Centaures drunken soules to hell. 
That under great Alcides furie fell : 
And of the dreadfull discord, which did drive 
The noble Argonauts to outrage fell. 
That each of life sought others to deprive. 
All mindlesse of the Golden Fleece, which made 
them strive. 
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XXIV. 

And eke of private persons many moe. 
That were too long a worke to count them all ; 
Some, of swome friends that did their faith forgoe 
Some, of borne brethren prov'd unnaturall ; 
Some, of deare lovers foes perpetuall : 
Witnesse their broken bandes there to be seene^ 
Their girlonds rent, their bowres despoyled all; 
The moniments whereof there byding beene. 
As plaine as at the first when they were fresh and 
greene. 

XXV. 

Such was her House within ; but all without^ 
The barren ground was full of wicked weedes. 
Which she herselfe had sowen all about. 
Now growen great, at first of litde seedes. 
The seedes of evill wordes and factious deedes ; 
Which, when to ripenesse due they growen arre. 
Bring forth an infinite increase that breedes 
Tumultuous trouble, and contentious iarre. 
The which most often endinbloudshed andin warre. 

XXVI, 

And those same cursed seedes doe also serve- 
To her for bread, and yeeld her living food: 
For life it is to her, when others sterve 
Through mischievous debate and deadly feood. 
That she may sucke their Ufe and drinke their blood. 
With which she from her childhood had bene fed : 
For she at first was borne of hellish brood. 
And by infemall Furies nourished ; 
That by her monstrous shape might easily be red. 

VOL. III. T 
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XXVII. 

Her face most fowle and filthy was to see. 
With squinted eyes contr^e ways intended. 
And loathly mouth, unmeete a mouth to bee. 
That nought but gall and venim comprehended, 
And wicked wordes that God and man offended: 
Her lymg tongue was in two parts divided. 
And both the parts did speake, and both contended ; 
And as her tongue so was her hart discided, 
That never thogfat one thing, but doubly stil was 
guided. 

XXVIII. 

Als as she double spake, so heard she double, 
With matchlesse eares deformed and distort, 
Pild with false rumors and seditious trouble. 
Bred in assembhes of the vulgar sort. 
That still are led with every light report: 
And as her eares, so eke her feet were odde. 
And much unlike ; th' one long, the other short, 
And both misplast ; that, when th' one forward 

yode. 
The other backe retired and contr^e trode. 

XXIX. 

Likewise unequall were her handes twaine ; 
That one did reach, the other pusht away ; 
That one did make, the other mard againe. 
And sought to bring all things unto decay ; 
Whereby great riches, gathered manie a day. 
She in short space did often bring to nought^ 
And their possessours often did dismay : 
For all her studie was and all her thought 
How she might overthrow the things that Concord 
wrought. 
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XXX. 

So much her malice did her might surpas. 
That even th' Aknightie selfe she did maligne. 
Because to man so mercifull he was. 
And mito all his creatures so benigne, 
Sith she herselfe was of his grace indigne : 
For all this worlds faire workmanship she tride 
Unto his last confusion to bring. 
And that great golden chaine quite to divide. 
With which it blessed Concord hath together tide. 

XXXI. 

Such was that Hag, which with Duessa roade ; 
And, serving her in her malitious use 
To hurt good Knights, was, as it were, her baude 
To sell her borrowed beautie to abuse : 
For though, Uke withered tree that wanteth iuyce, 
She old and crooked were, yet now of late 
As fresh and fragrant as the floure-deluce 
She was become, by chaunge of her estate. 
And made full goodly ioyance to her new-found 
mate : 

XXXIl. 

Her mate, he was a ioUie youthful! Knight 
That bore great sway in armes and chivalrie. 
And was indeed a man of mickle might ; 
His name was Blandamour, that did descrie 
His fickle mind full of inconstancie : 
And now himselfe he fitted had right well 
With two companions of like quaUtie, 
Faithlesse Duessa, and false Paridell, 
That whether were more false, full hard it is to 
teU. 
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XXXIII. 

Now when this gallant with his goodly crew 
Front farreespide the famous Britomart, 
Like Knight adventurous in outward vew. 
With his faire paragon, his conquests part, 
Approching nigh ; eftsoones his wanton hart 
Was tickled with delight, and iesting sayd, 
" Lo ! there. Sir Paridel, for your desart. 
Good lucke presents you with yond lovely Mayd, 
For pitie that ye want a fellow for your ayd." 

XXXIV. 

By that the lovely paire drew nigh to hond : 
Whom whenas Paridel more plaine beheld, 
Albee in heart he like affection fond, 
Yet mindfull how he late by one was feld 
That did those armes and that same scutchionw^ld. 
He had small lust to buy his Love so deare. 
But answered ; " Sir, him wise I never held, 
That, having once escaped perill neare. 
Would afterwards afresh the sleeping evill reare. 

XXXV. 

'* This Knight too late his manhood and his might 
I did assay, that me right dearely cost ; 
Ne Ust I for revenge provoke new fight, 
Ne for light Ladies love, that soone is lost.'' 
The hot-spurre youth so scorning to be crost, 
*^Take then to you this Dame of mine," quoth hee, 
** And I, without your perill or your cost, 
Will chalenge yond same other for my fee.*' 
So forth he fiercely prickt, :that one him scarce 
could see. 
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XXXVI. 

The warlike Britonesse her soone addrest. 
And with such uncouth welcome did receave 
Her fayned paramour, her forced guest. 
That, being forst his saddle soone to leave, 
Himselfe he did of his new Love deceave ; 
And made himselfe th' ensample of his follie. 
Which done, she passed forth, not taking leave. 
And left him now as sad as whilome iollie. 
Well warned to beware with whom hevdar^d to 
dalhe. 

XXXVII. 

Which when his other companie beheld, 
They to his succour ran with readie ayd ; 
And, finding him unable once to weld, ^ 
They reared him on horse-backe and upstayd, 
Till on his way they had him forth convayd : 
And all the way, with wondrous griefe of mynd 
And shame, he shewd himselfe to be dismayd 
More for the Love which he had left behynd, 
Then that which he had to Sir Paridel resynd. 

xxxviri. 

Nathlesse he forth did march, well as he might. 
And made good semblance to his companie. 
Dissembling his disease and evill plight ; 
Till that ere long they chaunced to espie 
Two other Knights, Uiat towards them did ply 
With speedie course, as bent to charge them new: 
Whom whenas Blandamour approching nie 
Perc^v'd to be such as they seemd in vew. 
He was full wo, and gan his former griefe renew. 

t2 
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XXXIX. 

For th* one of them he perfectly des^ride 

To be Sir Scudamour, (by that he bore 

The god of Love with wings displayed wide,) 

Whom mortally he hated evermore. 

Both for his worth, that all men did adore. 

And eke because his Love he wonne by right: 

Whiph when he thought, it grieved him full sore, 

That, through the bruses of his former tight. 

He now unable was to wreake his old despight 

XL. 

Forthy he thus to Paridel bespake ; 
" Faire Sir, of friendship let me now you pray, 
That as I late adventured for your sake. 
The hurts whereof me now from battell stay. 
Ye will me now with like good tume repay. 
And iustifie my cause on yonder Knight." 
" Ah ! Sir," said Paridel, " do not dismay 
Yourselfe for this ; myselfe will for you fight. 
As ye have done for me : The left hand rubs the 
right." - 

XLI. 

With that he put his spurres unto his steed. 
With speare in rest, and toward him did fare. 
Like shaft out of a bow preventing speed. 
But Scudamour was shortly well aware 
Of his approch, and gan himselfe prepare 
Him to receive with entertainment meete. - 
So furiously they met, that either bare 
The other downe under their horses feete. 
That what of them became themselves did scarsly 
weete. 
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XLII. 

As when two billowed in the Irish sowndes, 
Forcibly driven willi contrdrie tydes. 
Do meete together, each abacke rebowjades 
With roaring rage ; and dashing on all sides^ 
That filleth all the sea with fome, divydes 
The doubtfuU current into divers wayes : 
So fell those two in spight of both their prydes ; 
But Scudamour himselfe did soone uprayse, 
And, mounting light, his foe for lying long up- 
brayes : 

XLIII. 

Who, rolled on an heape, lay still in swound 
All carelesse of his taunt and bitter rayle ; 
Till that the rest him seeing lie on ground 
Ran hastily, to weete what did him ayle : 
Where finding that the breath gan him to fayle. 
With busie care they strove him to awake, 
And doft his helmet, and undid his mayle : 
So much they did, that at the last they brake 
His slomber, yet so mazed that he noticing spake. 

XLIV. 

Which whenas Blandamour beheld, he sayd ; 
'* False faitour Scudamour, that hast by shght 
And foule advantage this good Knight dismayd, 
A Kjiight much better then thyselfe behight. 
Well falles it thee that I am not in pUght 
This day, to wreake the dammage by thee donne! 
Such is thy wont, that still when any Knight 
Is weakned, then thou doest him overronne : 
So hast thou to thyselfe false honour often Wonne.'' 
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XLV. 

He little answered, but in manly heart 
His mightie indignation did forbeare ; 
Which was not yet so secret, but some part 
Thereof did in his irouning face appeare : 
Like as a gloomie cloud, the which doth beare 
An hideous storme, is by the northeme blast 
Quite overblowne, yet doth not passe so cleare 
But that it all the skie doth overcast 
With darknes dred, and threatens all the world 
to wast. 

XLVI. 

" Ah ! gentle Knight,"" then false Duessa sayd, 
" Why do ye strive for Ladies love so sore, 
Whose chiefe desire is love and friendly aid 
Mongst gentle Knights to nourish evermore ! 
Ne be ye wroth. Sir Scudamour, therefSre, 
That she your Love Ust love another Knight, 
Ne do yourselfe dislike a whit the more ; 
For love is free, and led with selfe-delight, 
Ne will enforced be with maisterdome or might'' 

XLVII. 

So false Duessa : but vile At^ thus ; 
*' Both foolish Knights, I can but laugh at both, 
That strive and storme with stirre outrageous 
For her, that each of you alike doth loth. 
And loves another, with whom now she go'th 
In lovely wise, and sleepes, and sports, and playes; 
Whilest both you here with many a cursed oth 
Sweare she is yours, and stirre up bloudie frayes. 
To win a willow bough, whilest other weafes the 
' bayes.'" 
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XLVIII. 

VileHag,'' sayd Scudamour, ** why dostthoulye. 
And falsly seekst a virtuous wight to shame?" ^ 
« Fond Knight,'' sayd she, " the thing that with' 

this eye 
I saw, why should I doubt to tell the same V 
" Th^i tell,^ quoth Blandamour, " and feare no 

blame ; 
Tell what thou saw'st, maulgre whoso it heares." 
" I saw," quoth she, " a straunger Knight, whose 
Iwote not well, but in his shield he beares [name 
(That well I wot^) the heads of many broken 

speares ; 

XLIX. 

** I saw him have your Amoret at will ; 
I saw him kisse ; I saw him her embrace ; 
I saw him sleepe with her all night his fill ; 
All, manie nights ; and n^ianie by in place 
That present were to testiiie the case." 
Which whenas Scudamour did heare, his heart 
Was thrild with inward griefe : As when in chace^ 
The Parthian strikes a stag with shivering dart. 
The beast astonisht stands in middest of his smart; 

L. 
So stood Sir Scudamour when this he heard, - 
Ne word he had to-speake for great dismay. 
But lookt on Glauc^ gnin^ who woxe afeard 
Of outrage for the words which she heard say, 
Albee untrue she wist them by assay. 
But Blandamour, whenas he did espie 
His chaunge of cheere that anguish did bewray. 
He woxe full blithe, as he had got thereby. 
And gan thereat to triumph without victotie. 
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*' Lo ! recreant," sayd he, " the fruillesse end 
Of thy vaine boast, and spoile of love misgotten, 
Whereby the name of knight-hood thou dost shefeMl, 
And all true lovers with dishonor blotten : 
All things not rooted well will soone be rotten." 
Py, fy, false Knight," then false Duessa ciyde, 
Unworthy life, that love with guile hast gotten; 
Be thou, whereever thou do go or ryde. 
Loathed of Ladies all, and of all Knights defyde!*' 

LII. 

But Scudamour, for passing great despight. 
Staid not to answer ; scarcely did refiraine 
But that in all those Knights and Ladies sight 
He for revenge had guildesse Glauc^ slaine : 
But, being past, he thus began amaine ; 
** False traitour Squire, false Squire of falsest 

Knight, 
Why doth mine hand from thine avenge abstains. 
Whose lord hath done my love this foule despi^t! 
Why do I not it wreake on thee now in my might! 

LIII. 

" Discourteous, disloyall Britomart, 
Untrue to God, and unto man uniust ! 
What vengeance due can equall thy desart. 
That hast with shamefull spot of sinfuU lust 
Defil'd the pledge committed to thy trust ! 
Let ugly shame and endlesse infamy 
Colour thy name with foule reproaches rust ! 
Yet thou, false Squire, his fault shall deare aby. 
And with thy punishment his penance shalt 
supply/' 
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LIV. 

The aged dame him seemg so enraged 
Was dead with feare ; nathlesse as neede required 
His flaming furie sought to have assuaged 
With sober words, that sufferance desired 
Till time the tryall of her truth expyred; 
And evermore sought Britomart to eleare : 
But he the more with furious rage was fyred, 
And thrise his hand to kill her did upreare. 
And thrise he drew it backe : so did at last for- 
beare. 
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CANTO II. 



Blandamoor winnes false Florimell j 

Paridell for her strives : 
They are accorded: Agap^ 

Doth lengthen her Sonnes liyes. 



I. 

Firebrand of hell first tynd in Phlegeton 

By thousand Furies, and from thence outthrowen 

Into this world to worke confusion. 

And set it all on fire by force unknowen. 

Is wicked Discord; .whose small sparkes once 

blowen 
None but a god or godlike man can slake : 
Such as was Orpheus, that, when strife was growen 
Amongst those famous ymj^s of Greece, did take 
His silver harpe in hand and shortly friends them 

make: 

II. 

Or such as that celestiall Psalmist was. 
That, when the wicked feend his lord tormented. 
With heavenly notes, that did all other pas. 
The outrage of his furious fit relented. 
Such musicke is wise words with time concented. 
To moderate stifTe mindes disposd to strive : 
Such as that prudent Romane well invented ; 
What time his people into partes did rive. 
Them reconcyld againe, and to their homes did 
drive. 
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III. 

Such us'd wise GUuc^ to that wrathfull Knight, 
To cahne the tempest of his troubled thought : 
Yet BlandamotK, with termes of foule despight. 
And Paridell her scornd, and set at nought. 
As old and crooked and not good for ought. 
Both they unwise, and warelesse of the evill 
That by themselves unto themselves is wrought. 
Through that false Witch, and that foule aged 

Drevill; 
The one a feend, the other an incarnate deviU. 

IV. 

With whom as they thus rode accompanide. 
They were encountred of a lustie Knight 
That had a goodly Ladie by his side. 
To whom he made great dalliance and delight : 
It was to weet the bold Sir Ferraugh hight. 
He that from Braggadocchio whilome reft 
The snowy Florimell, whose beautie bright 
Made him seeme happie for so glorious theft; 
Yet was it in due triall but a wandring weft. 

V. 

Which whenas Blandamour, whose fancie light 

Was alwaies flitting as the wavering wind 

After each Beautie that appeard in sight. 

Beheld ; eftsoones it prickt his wanton mind 

With sting of lust that reasons eye did blind. 

That to Sir Paridell these words he sent ; 

*' Sir Knight, why ride ye dumpish thus behind. 

Since so good fortune ddth to you present 

So fayre a spoyle, to make you ioyous meriment V 

VOL. lit. V 
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VI. 

But Paiidell, that had too late a tryall 
Of the bad issue of his counsell vaine, 
list not to hearke, but made this faire denyall; 
" Last tume was mine, well proved to my paine ; 
This now be yours ; God send you better gaine V 
Whose scoffed words he taking halfe in scome, 
Fiercely forth priekt his steed as in disdaine 
Against that Knight, ere he him well could tome; 
By meanes whereof he hath him lightly overborne. 

VII. 

Who, with the sudden stroke astonisht sore. 

Upon the ground awhile in slomber lay; 

The whiles his Love away the other bore. 

And, shewing her, did Paridell upbray ; 

*' Lo ! sluggish Knight, the victors happie pray 

So fortune friends the bold." Whom Paridell 

Seeing so faire indeede, as he did say. 

His hart with secret envie gan to swell. 

And inly grudge at him that he had sped so well. 

VIII. 

Nathlesse proud man himselfe the other deemed, 
Having so peerlesse paragon ygot: 
For sure the fayrest Florimell him seemed 
To him was fallen for his happie lot. 
Whose hke alive on earth he weened not : 
Therefore he her did court, did serve, did wooe. 
With humblest suit that he imagine mot. 
And all things did devise, and all things dooe, 
That might her love prepare, and liking win 
theretoo. 
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IX. 

She, in regard thereof, him recompenst 
With golden words and goodly countenance, 
And such fond favours sparingly dispenst : 
Sometimes him blessing with a light eyeglance. 
And coy lookes tempring with loose dalhance ; 
Sometimes estranging him in sterner wise ; 
That, having cast him in a foolish trance. 
He seemed brought to bed in Paradise, 
And prov'd himselfe most foole in what he seem'd 
most wise. 

X. 

So great a mistresse of her art she was. 

And perfectly practiz'd in womans craft. 

That though therein himselfe he thought to pas. 

And by his false allurements wyhe draft 

Had thousand women of their love beraft. 

Yet now he was surpriz'd : for that false Spright, 

Which that same Witch had in this forme engraft, 

Was so expert in every subtile shght. 

That it could overreach the wisest earthly wight. 

XI. 

Yet he to her did dayly service more. 

And dayly more deceived was thereby ; 

Yet Paridell him envied theref6re. 

As seeming plast in sole fehcity : 

So blind is lust false colours to descry. 

But At^ soone discovering his desire. 

And finding now fit opportunity 

To stirre up strife twixt love and spight and ire. 

Did privily put coles unto his secret fire. 
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XII. 

By sundry meanes thereto she prickt him forth; 
Now with remembrance of those spightfiiU 

speaches. 
Now with opinion of his owne more worth, 
Now with recounting of hke former breaches 
Made in their friendship, as that Hag him teaches : 
And ever, when his passion is allayd. 
She it revives, and new occasion reaches : 
That, on a time as they together way'd. 
He made him open cHalenge, and thus boldly say4; 

XIII. 

*' Too boastfidl Blandamour ! too long I beare 
The open wrongs thou doest me day by day : 
Well know'st thou, wheii we friendship firet did 

sweare. 
The covenant was, that every spoyle or pray 
Should equally be shard betwixt us tway : 
Where is my part then of this Ladie bright. 
Whom to thyselfe thou takest quite away ? 
Render therefore therein to me my right. 
Or answere for thy wrong as shall fall out in fight," 

XIV. 

Exceeding wroth thereat was Blandamour, 
And gan this bitter answere to hiin make ; 
" Too foolish Paridell ! that fayrest floure 
Wouldst gather faine, and yet no paines wouldst 

take : 
But not so easie will I her forsake ; 
This hand her wonne, this hand shall her defend.'' 
With that they gan their shivering speares to shake, 
And deadly points at cithers breast to bend, 
Forgetfull each to have bene ever others frei^d* 
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XV. 

Their firie steedes with so untamed forse 
Did beare them both to fell avenges end. 
That both their speares with pitilesse remorse 
Through shield and may le and haberieon did wend. 
And in their flesh a griesly passage rend. 
That with the furie of their owne afiret 
Each other horse and man to ground did send ; 
Where, lying still awhile, both did forget 
Tlie perilous present stownd in which their lives 
were set. 

XVI. 

As when two warlike brigandines at sea. 
With murdrous weapons arm'd to cruell fight. 
Do meete together on the watry lea. 
They stemme ech other with so fell despight, 
That with the shocke of their owne heedlesse might 
Their wooden ribs are shaken nigh asonder ; 
They which from shore behold the dreadfiill sight 
Of flashing fire, and heare the ordenance thonder, 
Do greatly stand amaz'd at such unwonted wonder. 

XVII. 

At length they both upstarted in amaze. 
As men awaked rashly out of dreme. 
And round about themselves a while did gaze ; 
Till seeing her, that Florimell did seme. 
In doubt to whom she victorie should deeme. 
Therewith their dulled sprights they edgd anew, 
And, drawing both their swords with rage extreme, 
like two mad mastiffes each on other flew. 
And shields did share, and mailes did rash, and 
helmes did hew. 

u2 
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XVIII. 

So furiously each other did assayle. 
As if their soules they would attonce have rent 
Out of their brests, that streames of bloud did rayle 
Adowne, as if their springs of life were spent; 
That all the ground with purple bloud was spren^ 
And all their armours staynd with bloudie gore ; 
Yet scarcely once to breath would they relent. 
So mortsdl was their malice and so sore 
Become, of fayne4 friendship which they vow'd 
afore, 

XIX. 

And that which is for Ladies most besitting. 
To stint all strife, and foster friendly peace. 
Was from those Dames so farre and so unfitting^ 
As that, instead of praying them surcease, 
They did much mo^e their cruelty encrease; 
Bidding them fight for honour of t\\eit love. 
And rather die then Ladies cause release : 
With which vaine termes so much they did them 

move. 
That both resolv'd the last extremities to prove^ 

XX. 

There they, I weene, would fight untill this day. 
Had not a Squire, even he the Squire of Dames, 
By great adventure travelled that way ; 
Who seeing both bent to so bloudy games. 
And both of old well knowing by their names. 
Drew nigh, to weete the cause of their debate : 
And first laide on those Ladies thousand blames, 
That did not seeke f appease their deadly hate. 
But gazed on their harmes, not pittying their estate: 
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XXI. 

And then those Knights he humbly did beseech 
To stay their hands, till he awhile had spoke^ ; 
Who lookt a little up at that his speech. 
Yet would not let their battell so be broken. 
Both greedie fiers on other to be wroken. 
ITet he to them so earnestly did call, 
And them coniur d by some well knowen token, 
That they at last their wrothfuU hands let fall. 
Content to heare him speake, and glad tq res^ 
withall, 

XXII. 

First he desir*d their cause of strife to see : 

lliey said, it 3^as for love of Florimell. 

" Ah ! gentle Knights," quoth he, " how may 

that bee, 
And she so farre astray, as none can telH" 
Fond Squire,*' full angry then sayd Paridell, 
Seest not the Ladie there before thy face V 
He looked backe, and, her avising well, 
Weend, as he said, by that her outward grace 
That fayrest Florimell was present there in pla^e, 

XXIII. 

Gla4 man was he to see that ioyous sight. 
For none alive but ioy'd in Florimell, 
And lowly to her lowting thus behight ; 
*' Fayrest of faire, that fairenesse doest excell. 
This happie day I have to greete you well, 
In which you safe I see, whom thousand late 
Misdoubted lost through mischiefe that befell ; 
I/>ng may you live in health and happie state V* 
She litle answered him, but lightly did aggiate, 



it 
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XXIV. 

Then, turning to those Kjiights, he gan anew ; 
'* And you. Sir Blandamour, and Paridell, 
That for this Ladie present in your vew 
Have rays'd this cruell warre and outrage fell, 
Certes, me seemes, bene not advised well ; 
But rather ought in friendship for her sake 
To ioyne your force, their forces to repell 
That seeke perforce her from you both to take. 
And of your gotten spoyle their owne triiimph to 
make." 

XXV. 

Thereat Sir Blandamour, with countenance steme 
All full of wrath, thus fiercely him bespake ; 
** Aread, thou Squire, that I the man may leanie, 
That dare fro me thinke Florimell to take !" 
" Not one," quoth he, " but many doe partake 
Herein ; as thus : It lately so befell. 
That Satyran a Girdle did uptake 
Well knowne to appertaine to Florimell, 
Which for her sake he wore, as him beseemed well. 

XXVI. 

'' But, whenas she herselfe was lost and gone, 
Full many Knights, that loved her like deare. 
Thereat did greatly grudge, that he alone 
That lost faire Ladies ornament should weare. 
And gan therefore close spight to him to beare ; 
Which he to shun, and stop vile envies sting. 
Hath lately caus'd to be proclaim*d each where 
A solemne feast, with publike turneying. 
To which all Knights with them their Ladies are 
to bring: 
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XXVII. 



K 



And of them all she, that is fayrest found. 
Shall have that golden Girdle for reward ; 
And of those Knights, who is most stout on ground. 
Shall to that fairest Ladie be prefard. 
Sipce therefore she herselfe is now your ward, 
To you that ornament of hers pertaines. 
Against all those that ehalenge it, to gard. 
And save her honour with your ventrous paines ; 
That shall you win more glory than ye here find 
gaines." 

XXVIII. 

When they the reason of his words had hard, 
They gan abate the rancour of their rage. 
And with their honours and their loves regard 
The furious flames of malice to asswage. 
Tho each to other did his faith engage, 
like faithfull friends thenceforth to ioyne in one 
With all their force, and battell strong to wage 
Crainst all those Knights, as their professed fone. 
That chaleng'd ought in Florimell, save they alone, 

XXIX, 

So, well accorded, forth they rode together 

In friendly sort, that lasted but a while ; 

And of all old dislikes they made faire weather : 

Yet all was forg'd and spred with golden foyle, • 

That under it hidde hate and hollow guyle. 

Ne certes can that friendship long endure. 

However gay and goodly be the style. 

That doth ill cause or evill end enure : 

for yertiie is the band that bindetb harts most sure. 
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XXX. 

Thus as they marched all in close disguise 
Of fayned love, they chaunst to overtake 
Two Knights that Imcked rode in lovely wise, 
As if they secret counsels did partake ; 
And each not farre behinde him ha!l his Make, 
To weete, two Ladies of most goodly hew. 
That twixt themselves did gentle purpose make, 
Unmindfull both of that discordfull crew. 
The which with speedie pace did after them pursew. 

XXXI. 

Who, as they now approched nigh at hand. 
Deeming them doughtie as they did appeare. 
They sent that Squire afore, to understand 
What mote they bee : who, viewing them more 

neare. 
Returned readie newes, that those same weare 
Two of the' prowest Knights in Faery Lond ; 
And those two Ladies their two lovers deare ; 
Couragious Cambell, and stout Triamond 
With Canacee and Cambine linckt in lovely bond. 

XXXII. 

Whylome, as antique stories tellen us. 
Those two were foes the fellonest on ground. 
And battell made the dreddest daungerous 
That ever shrilling trumpet did resound ; 
Though now their acts be no where to be found. 
As that renowmed Poet them compyled 
With warlike numbers and heroicke sound, 
Dan Chaucer, Well of English undefyled. 
On Fames etemall beadroll worthie to be fyled. 
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XXXIII. 

But wicked Time that all good thoughts doth waste. 
And workes of noblest wits to nought outweare. 
That famous moniment hath quite defaste. 
And robd the world of threasure endlesse deare. 
The which mote have enriched all us heare. 

cursed Eld, the canker- worme of writs ! 
How may these rimes^ so rude as doth appeare, 
Hope to endure, sith workes of heavenly wits 
Are quite devourd, and brought to nought by little 

bits! 

XXXIV. 

Then pardon, O most sacred happie Spirit, 
That I thy labours lost may thus revive, 
And steale from thee the meede of thy due merit. 
That none durst ever whilest thou wast alive. 
And, being dead, in vaine yet many strive : 
Ne dare I like ; but, through infusion sweete 
Of thine owne spirit which doth in me survive, 

1 follow here the footing of thy feete. 

That with thy meaning so I may the rather meete. 

XXXV. 

Cambelloes sister was fayre Canacee, 
That was the leamedst Ladie in her dayes. 
Well seene in everie science that mote bee. 
And every secret worke of Nature*s wayes ; 
In wittie riddles ; and in wise soothsayes ; 
In power of herbes ; and tunes of beasts and burds ; 
And, that augmented all her other prayse. 
She modest was in all her deedes and words. 
And wondrous chast of life, yet lov'd of Knights 
and Lords. 
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XXXVI. 

Full many Lords and many Knights her lored. 

Yet she to none of them her liking lent, 

Ne ever was with fond affection moved. 

But rul'd her thoughts with goodly govemement, 

for dread of blame and honours blemishment; 

And eke unto her lookes a law she made. 

That none of them once out of order went. 

But, like to warie centonels well stayd. 

Still watcht on every side, of secret foes afrayd. 

XXXVII. 

So much the more as she refusd to love. 
So much the more she loved was and sought. 
That oftentimes unquiet strife did move 
Amongst her lovers, and great quarrels wrought; 
That oft for her in bloudie armes they fought. 
Which whenas Cambell, that was stout and wise, 
Perceived would breede great mischiefe, he be- 
thought 
How to prevent the perill that mote rise. 
And tume both him and her to honour in this wise. 

XXXVIII. 

One day, when all that troupe of warlike wooers 
Assembled were, to weet whose she should bee. 
All mightie men and dreadfuU derring dooers, 
(The harder it to make them well agree,) 
Amongst them all this end he did decree ; 
That, of them all which love to her did make. 
They by consent should chose the stoutest three 
That with himselfe should combat for her sake. 
And of them all the victour should his Sister take. 
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XXXIX. 

Bold was the chalenge, as himselfe w^s bold. 
And courage ^U of haughtie hardiment. 
Approved oft in perils manifold. 
Which he atchiev'd to his great ornament : 
But yet his Sisters skill unto him lent 
Most confidence and hope of happie speed. 
Conceived by a Ring which she him sent. 
That, mongst the manie vertues which we reed^ 
Had power to staunch al wounds that mortally 
did bleed. 

XL. 

Well was that Rings great vertue knowen to all ; 
That dread thereof, and his redoubted might. 
Did all that youthly rout so much appall. 
That none of them durst undertake die fight : 
More wise they weend \jo make of love dehght 
Then life to hazard for faire Ladies looke ; 
And yet uncertaine by such outward sight. 
Though for her sake Uiey all that perill tooke, 
Whether she would them love, or in her liking 
brooke. 

XLI. 

Amongst those Knights there were three Brethren 

bold. 
Three bolder brethren never were ybome. 
Borne of one mother in one happie mold. 
Borne at one burden in one happie mome ; 
Thrise happie mother, and thrise happie mome. 
That bore three such, three such not to be fond! 
Her name was Agap^, whose children weme 
All three as one ; the first hight Priamond, 
The second Dyamond, the youngest Triamond. 

VOL, III. X i 
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XLII. 

Stout Priamondy but not so strong to strike ; 
Strong Diamond, but not so stout a Knight; 
But Triamond was stout and strong aHke : 
On horsebacke used Triamond to fight. 
And Priamond on foote had more delight ; 
But horse and foote knew Diamond to wield : 
With curtaxe used Diamond to smite. 
And Triamond to handle speare and shield. 
But speare and curtaxe both usd Priamond in field. 

XLIII. 

These three did love each other dearely well. 
And with so firme affection were allyde. 
As if but one soule in them all did dwell. 
Which did her powre into three parts diyyde ; 
like three faire branches budding fEurre and wide, 
That from one roote deriy'd their vitall sap : 
And, like that roote that doth her life divide. 
Their mother was ; and had full blessed hap 
These three so noble babes to bring forth at one clap. 

XLIV. 

Their mother was a Fay, and had the skill 
Of secret things, and all the powres of nature, 
Which she by art could use unto her will. 
And to her service bind each living creature. 
Through secret understanding of their feature. 
Thereto she was right faire, whenso her face 
She list discover, and of goodly stature ; 
But she, as Fayes are wont, in privie place 
Did spend her dayes, and lov'd in forests wyld to 
space. 
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XLV. 

There on a day a noble youthly Kjiight, 
Seeking adventures in the salvage wood. 
Did by great fortune get of her the sights 
As she sate carelesse by a cristall flood 
Combing her golden lockes, as seemd her good ; 
And unawares upon her laying hold, 
"^That strove in vaine him long to have withstood. 
Oppressed her, and there (as it is told) 
Got these three lovely babes, that proved three 
champions bold : 

XLVI. 

Which she with her long fostred in that wood. 
Till that to ripenesse of mans state they grew : 
Then, shewing forth signes of their fathers blood. 
They loved armes, and knighthood did ensew. 
Seeking adventures where they anie knew. 
Which when their mother saw, she gan to dout 
Their safetie ; least by searching daungers new. 
And rash provoking perils all about, [stout. 

Their days mote be abridged through their corage 

XLVII. 

Therefore desirous th' end of all their dayes 
To know, and them t' enlarge with long extent. 
By wondrous skill and many hidden wayes 
To the Three Fatall Sisters House she went, 
f arre under ground from tract of living went, 
Downe in the bottome of the deepe Abysse, 
Where Demogorgon in dull darknesse pent 
Farre from the view of gods and heavens bliss 
The hideous Chaos keepes, their dreadfiill dwell- 
ing is. 
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XLVIII. 

There she them found all sitting round about 
The direful! Pistaffe standing in the mid. 
And with unwearied fingers drawing out 
The lines of life, from living knowledge hid. 
Sad Clotho held the rocke, the whiles the thrid 
By griesly Laehesis was spun with paine. 
That cruell Atropos eftsoones undid. 
With cursed knife cutting the twist in twaine : 
Most wretched men, whose dayes depend oi| thrids 
so vaine ! 

XLIXp 

She, them saluting there, by them sate still 

Beholding how the thrids of life they span : 

And when at last she had beheld her fill. 

Trembling in heart, and looking pale and wan. 

Her cause of comming she to tell began. 

To whom fierce Atropos ; " Bold Fay, that durst 

Come see the secret of the life of man. 

Well worthie thou to be of love accurst. 

And eke thy childrens thrids to be asunder burst!" 

L. 

Whereat she sore affirayd yet her besought 
To graunt her boone, and rigour to abate, - 
That she might see her childrens thrids forth 

brought. 
And know the measure of their utmost date 
To them ordained by etemall Fate : 
Which Clotho graunting shewed her the same. 
That when she saw, it did her much amate 
To see their thrids so thin, as spiders frame. 
And eke so short, that seemd their ends out 

shortly came. 
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LI. 

She then began them humbly to intreate 

To draw them longer out, ^d better twine, 

That so their lives might be prolonged late : 

But Lachesis thereat gan to repine. 

And say4, '' Fond dame ! that deem'st of things 

divine 
As of humdne, that they may altred bee. 
And chaung'd at pleasure for those impes of thine : 
Not so ; for what the Fates do once decree, 
Not all the gods can chaunge, nor love himself 

can free V* 

LII. 

" Then since," quoth she, " the terme of each 

mans life 
For nought may lessened nor enlarged bee ; 
Graunt this ; that when ye shred with fatall knife 
His line, which is the eldest of the three, 
Which b of them the shortest, as I see, 
Eftsoones his life may passe into the next ; 
And, when the next shall likewise ended bee. 
That both their lives may likewise be annext 
Unto the third, that his may be so trebly wext." 

LIII. 

They graunted it ; and then that care^ll Fay 
Departed thence with full contented mynd ; 
And, comming home, in warlike fresh aray 
Them found all three according to their kynd ; 
But unto them what destinie was assynd. 
Or how their lives were eekt, she did not tell ; 
But evermore, when she fit time could fynd. 
She warned them to tend their safeties well. 
And love each other deare, whatever them befell* 

x2 
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LIV. 

So did they surely during all their dayes. 
And never discord did amongst them fall; 
Which much augmented all their other praise : 
And now, t* increase affection naturall. 
In love of Canacee they ioyned all : 
Upon which ground this same great Battell grew, 
(Great matter growing of beginning small,) 
The which, for length, I will not here pursew. 
But rather will reserve it for a Canto new. 



CANTO III. 



The Battell twixt three Brethren with 

Gambell for Canacee : 
Cambina with trae friendships bond 

Doth their long strife agree. 



I. 

O ! WHY doe wretched men so much desire 
To draw their dayes unto the utmost date. 
And doe not rather wish them soone expire ; 
Knowing the miserie of their estate. 
And thousand perills which them still awate. 
Tossing them like a boate amid the mayne. 
That every houre they knocke at Deathes gate ! 
And he that happie seemes and least in payne. 
Yet is as nigh his end as he that most doth playne. 
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II. 

Therefore this Fay I hold but fond and vaine. 
The which, in seeking for her children three 
Long life, thereby did more prolong their paine ; 
Yet whilest they lived none did ever see 
More happie creatures then they seem'd to bee ; 
Nor more ennobled for their courtesie. 
That made them dearely loVd of each degree ; 
Ne more renowmed for their chevalrie. 
That made' them dreaded much of all men farr^ 
andnie. 

III. 

These three that bardie chalenge tooke in hand^ 
For Canacee with Cambell for to fight : 
The day was set, that all might understand. 
And pledges pawnd the same to keepe aright : 
That day, (the dreddest day that living wight 
Did ever see upon this world to shine,) 
So soone as heavens window shewed light. 
These warlike Champions, all in armour shine. 
Assembled were in field the chalenge to define. 

IV. 

The field with listes was all about enclosed. 
To barre the prease of people farre away ; 
And at th' one side sixe iudges were disposed. 
To view and deeme the deedes of armes that day ; 
And on the other side in fresh aray 
Fayre Canacee upon a stately stage 
Was set, to see the fortune of that fray 
And to be scene, as his most worthy wage 
That could her purchase with hislive's adventurd 
gage. 
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V. 

Then entred Cambell first into the list. 
With stately steps and fearelesse countenance, 
As if the conquest his he surely wist* 
Soone after did the Brethren three advance 
In brave aray and goodly amenance. 
With scutchins gilt and banners broad displayd ; 
And, marching thrise in warlike ordinance, 
Thrise lowted lowly to the noble Mayd ; 
The whiles sluil trompets and loud clarions sweetly 
playd. 

VI. 

Which doen, the doughty Chalenger came f((Nrth, 
All arm'd to point, his chalenge to abet : 
Gainst whom Sir Priamond, with equall worth 
And equall armes, himselfe did forward set. 
A trompet blew ; they both together met 
With dreadfull force and furious intent, 
Carelesse of perill in their fiers affirett. 
As if that life to losse they had forelent. 
And cared not to spare that should be shortly spent. 

VII. 

Right practicke was Sir Priamond in fight. 
And throughly skild in use of shield and speare ; 
Ne lesse approved was Cambelloes might, 
Ne lesse his skill in weapons did appeare ; 
That hard it was to weene which harder were. 
Full many mightie strokes on either side 
Were sent, that seemed death in them to beare ; 
But they were both so watchfull and well eyde. 
That they avoyded were, and vainely by did slyde. 
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VIII. 

Yet one, of many, was so strongly bent 
By Priamond, that with unluekie glaunee 
Through Cambels shoulder it uawarely went. 
That forced him his shield to disadyaunce : 
Much was he grieved with that gracelesse chauhce ; 
Yet from the wound no drop of bloud there fell. 
But wondrous paine that did the more enhaunce 
His haughtie courage to avengement fell : 
Smart daunts not mighty harts, but makes them 
more to swell. 

IX. 

With that, his poynant speare he fierce aventred 
With doubled force close underneath his shield. 
That through Hie mayles into his thigh it entred. 
And, there arresting, readie way did yield ; 

for bloyd to gush forth on the grassie field ; 
That he for paine himselfe n'ot right upreare. 
But to and fro in great amazement reel'd ; 
like an old oke, whose pith and sap is scare. 
At puffe of every storme doth stagger here and 
theare. 

X. 

Whom so dismayd when Cambell had espide, 
Againe he drove at him with double might. 
That nought mote stay the Steele, till in his i^ide 
The mortall point most cruelly empight ; 
Where fast infixed, whilest he sought by shght 
It forth to wrest, the staffe asunder brake. 
And left the head behinde ; with which despight 
He all enrag'd his shivering speare did shake. 
And charging him afresh thus feUy him bespake ; 



242 THE FAERIE QUEENE. B. IV. 

XI. 

^< Lo ! faitour, there thy meede unto thee take, 
The meede of thy mischalenge and abet : 
Not for thine owne, but for thy Sisters sake. 
Have I thus long thy life unto thee let : 
But to forbeare doth not forgive the det." 
The wicked weapon heard his wrathfull vow ; 
And, passing forth with furious afiret, 
Pierst through his bever quite into his brow. 
That with the force it backward forced him to bow. 

^11. 

Therewith asunder in the midst it brast. 
And in his hand nought but the troncheon left; 
The other halfe behind yet sticking fast 
Out of his head-peece Cambell fiercely reft. 
And with such furie backe at him it heft. 
That, making way unto his dearest life. 
His weasand-pipe it through hb gorget cleft : 
Thence streames of purple bloud issuing rife 
Let forth his wearie ghost, and made an end of 
strife. 

XIII. 

His wearie j^host assoyld ftom fleshly band 

Did not, as others wont, directly fly 

Unto her rest in Plutoes griesly land ; 

Ne into ayre did vanish presently ; 

Ne chaunged was into a starre in sky ; 

But through traduction was eftsoones derived, 

like as his mother prayd The Destinie, 

Into his other Brethren that survived. 

In whom he liv'd anew, of former life deprived. 
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XIV. 

Whom when on ground his Brother next beheld. 
Though sad and sorrie for so heavy sight. 
Yet leave unto his sorrow did not yeeld ; 
But rather dtir*d to vengeance and despight. 
Through secret feeling of his generous spright, 
Rusht fiercely forth, the battell to renew. 
As in reversion of his Brothers right ; 
And chalenging the Tirgin as his dew. [blew. 
His foe was soone addrest : the trompets freshly 

XV. 

With that they both together fiercely met. 

As if that each ment other to devoure ; 

And with their axes both so sorely bet. 

That nether plate nor mayle, whereas their powre 

They felt, could once sustame the hideous stowre. 

But rived were, like rotten wood, asunder ; 

Whilest through their rifts the ruddie bloud did 

showre. 
And fire did flash, like hghtning after thunder. 
That fild the lookers on attonce with ruth and 

wonder. 

XVI. 

As when two tygers prickt with hungers rage 
Have by good fortune found some beasts fresh 

spoyle. 
On which Uiey weene their famine to asswage. 
And gaine a feastfiill guerdon of their toyle ; 
Both falling out doe stirre up strifefull broyle. 
And cruell battell twixt themselves doe iDAke, 
Whiles neither lets the other touch the soyle. 
But either sdeigns with other to partake : 
So crueUy those Knights strove for that Ladies sake. 
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x:vii. 

Full many strokes, that mortally were ment, 
The whiles were interchaunged twixt them two ; 
Yet they were all with so good wariment. 
Or warded, or avoyded and let goe. 
That still the life stood fearelesse of her Foe ; 
Till Diamond, disdeigning long delay 
Of doubtfull fortune wayering to and fro, 
Resolved to end it one or other way ; [sway. 

And heaVd his murdrous axe at him with mighty 

xyiii. 

The dreadfull stroke, in case it had arrived 
Where it was ment, (so deadly it was ment,) 
The soule had sure out of his body rived. 
And stinted all the strife incontinent; 
But Cambels fate that fortune did prevent : 
For, seeing it at hand, he swarv'd asyde. 
And so gave way unto his fell intent ; 
Who, missing of the marke which he had eyde, 
Was with the force nigh feld whilst his right foot 
did slyde. 

XIX. 

As when a vulture greedie of his pray. 
Through hunger long that hart to him doth lend, 
Strikes at an heron with all his bodies sway. 
That from his force seemes nought may it defend; 
The warie fowle, that spies him toward bend ' 
His dreadfull souse, avoydes it, shunning light. 
And maketh him his wing in vaine to spend ; 
That with the weight of his owne weeldlesse might 
He falleth nigh to ground, and scarse recovereth 
flight. 
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XX. 

Which faite adventure when Cambello spide. 
Full lightly, ere himselfe he could recower 
From daungers dread to ward his naked side. 
He can let driye at him with all hi» power. 
And with his axe him smote in evill hower. 
That from his shoulders quite his head he reft: 
The headlesse tronke, as heedlesse of that stower^ 
Stood still awhile, and his fast footing kept ; 
Till, feeling life to fayle, it fell, and deadly slept. 

XXI. 

They, which that piteous spectacle beheld. 

Were much amaz'd the headlesse tronke to see 

Stand up so long and weapon vaine to weld, 

Unweeting of the Fates divine decree 

For lifes succession in those Brethren three. 

For notwithstanding that one soule was reft. 

Yet had the bodie not dismembred bee. 

It would have lived, and revived eft ; 

But, finding no fit seat, the lifelesse corse it left. 

XXII. 

It left; but, that same soule, which therein dwelt, 
Streight entring into Triamond him fild 
With double hfe and griefe ; which when he felt. 
As one whose inner parts had bene ythrild 
With point of Steele tiiat close his hartbloud spild. 
He hghdy lept out of hb place of rest. 
And, rushing forth into the emptie field. 
Against Cambello fiercely him addrest ; 
Who, him affronting soone, to fight was readie 
prest. 

VOL, III. Y 
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XXIII. 

Well mote ye wonder how that noble Knight, 
After he had so often wounded beene. 
Could stand on foot now to renew the fight : 
But had ye then hun forth advauncing seene. 
Some ne wbome wight ye would him surely weene ; 
So fresh he seemed and so fierce in sight ; 
like as a shake, whom wearie winters teene 
Hath worne to nought, now feeling sominers might 
Casts off his ragged skin and freshly doth him.dight 

XXIV. 

All was, through vertue of the Ring he wore ; 
The which not onely did not from him let 
One drop of bloud to fall, but did restore 
His weakned powers, and dulled spirits whet. 
Through working of the stone therein yset. 
Else how could one of equall might with most, 
Against so many no lesse mightie met. 
Once thinke to match three such on equall cost, 
Three such as able were to match a puissant host? 

XXV. 

Yet nought thereof was Triamond adredde, 
Ne desperate of glorious yictorie ; 
But sharpely him assayld, and sore bestedde 
With heapes of strokes, which he at him let flie 
As thicke as hayle forth poured from the skie : 
He stroke, he soust, he foynd, he hewd, he lasht, 
And did his yron brond so fast applie. 
That from the same the fierie sparkles flasht. 
As fast as water-sprinkles gainst a rocke are dasht. 
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XXVI. 

Much was Cambello daunted with his blowes ; 
So thicke they fell, and forcibly were sent. 
That he was forst from daunger of the throwes 
Backe to retire, and somewhat to relent. 
Till th' heat of his fierce furie he had spent : 
Which when for want of breath gan to abate. 
He then afresh with new encouragement 
Did him assayle, and mightily amate. 
As fast, as forward erst, now backward to retrate. 

XXVII. 

like as the tide, that comes fro th' ocean mayne, 
iflowes up the Shenan with contrdrie forse. 
And, over-ruling him in his owne rayne. 
Drives backe the current of his kindUy course. 
And makes it seeme to haye some other sourse ; 
But when the floud is spent, then backe againe. 
His borrowed waters forst to re-disbourse. 
He sends the sea his owne with double gaine. 
And tribute eke withall, as to his soveraine. 

XXVIII. 

Thus did the battell varie to and firo. 

With diverse fortune doubtfull to be deemed : * 

Now this the better had, now had his fo ; 

Then he halfe vanquisht, then the other seemed ; 

Yet victors both themselves alwayes esteemed : 

And all the wlule the disentrayled blood 

Adowne their sides like lide rivers stremed. 

That with the wasting of his vitall flood 

Sir Triamond at last full faint and feeble stood. 
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XXIX» 

But Cambell still more strong and ^eater grew, 
Ne felt his blood to wast, ne powres emperisht, 
Through that Rings vertue, that with vigour new, 
Still whenas he enfeebled was, him cherishty 
And all his wounds and all his bruses guarisht : 
like as a withered tree, through husbands toyle. 
Is often seene full freshly to have florisht. 
And fruitfiill apples to have borne awhile. 
As fresh as when it first was planted in the soyl^. 

XXX. 

Through which advantage, in his strength he rose 
And smote the other with so wondrous might, 
That through the seame which did his hauberk clos« 
Into his throate and life it pierced quight. 
That downe he fell as dead in all mens sight: 
Yet dead he was not ; yet he sure did die. 
As all men do that lose the living spright : 
So did one soule out of his bodie fiie 
Unto her native home from mortall miseries 

XXXI. 

But nathelesse whilst all the lookers-on 
Him dead behight, as he to all appeard. 
All unawares he started up anon. 
As one that had out of a dreame bene reard. 
And fresh assayld his foe ; who halfe affeard 
Of th' uncouth sight, as he some ghost had seene, 
Stood still amaz'd, holding his idle sweard ; 
Till, having often by him stricken beene. 
He forced was to strike and save himselfe from 
teene. 
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XXXII. 

Yet from thenceforth more warily he fought, 
As one in feare the Stygiaji gods t* offend, 
Ne foUowd on so fast, but rather sought 
Himselfe to save, and daunger to defend. 
Then life and labour both in vaine to spend. 
Which Triamond perceiving, weened sure 
He gan to £unt toward the battels end. 
And that he should not long on foote endure ; 
A signe which did to him the victorie assure. 

XXXIII. 

Whereof full blith eftsoones his mightie hand 
He heaVd on high, in mind with that same blow 
To make an end of all that did withstand : 
Which Cambell seeing come was nothing slow 
Himselfe to save from that so deadly throw ; 
And at that instant reaching forth his sweard 
Close underneath his shield, that scarce did show, 
Stroke him, as he his hand to strike upreard, 
In th' arm-pit full, that through botii sides the 
wound appeard. 

XXXIV. 

Yet still that direfull stroke kept on his way. 
And, f;klling heavie on CambeUoes crest, 
Strooke him so hugely that in swowne he lay. 
And in his head an hideous wound imprest : 
And sure, had it not happily found rest 
Upon the brim of his brode-plated shield. 
It would have cleft his braine downe to his brest : 
So both at once fell dead upon the field. 
And each to other seemd the victorie to yield. 

y2 
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XXXV. 

Which wheiUMS all the lookers-on beheld. 
They weened sure the warre was at an end ; 
And iudges rose ; and marshals of the field 
Broke up the listes, their armes away to rend ; 
And Canacee gan wayle her dearest frend. 
All suddenly they both upstarted light. 
The one out of the swownd which him did blendi 
The other breathing now another spright ; 
And fiercely each assayling gan afresh to fight 

XXXVI. 

Long while they then continued in that wize. 
As if but then th^ battell had begonne : 
Strokes, wounds, wards, weapons, all they did 

despise ; 
Ne either car'd to ward, or pcrill shonne 
Desirous both to have the battell donne ; 
Ne either cared life to save or spill, 
Ne which of them did winne, ne which were wonne ; 
So wearie both of fighting had their fill. 
That life itselfe seemd loathsome, and long safetie 

m. 

XXXVII. 

Whilst thus the case in doubtfuU ballance hong, 
Unsure to whether side it would incline. 
And all mens eyes and hearts, which there among 
Stood gazing, filled were with rufuU tine 
And secret feare, to see their fatall fine ; 
All suddenly they heard a troublous noyes. 
That seemd some perilous tumult to desine. 
Confused with womens cries and shouts of boyes, 
3uch as the troubled theatres ofttimes annoyes. 
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XXXVIII. 

Thereat the Champions both stood still a ^paee. 
To weeten what diat sudden clamour ment : 
Lo ! where they spyde with speedie whirling.pace 
One in a charet of straun^e fumiment 
Towards them diiving like a storm e out senit. 
The charet decked was in wondrous wize 
With gold and many a gorgeous ornament^ 
After the Persian monarks antique guize. 
Such as the maker selfe could best by art devize. 

XXXIX. 

And drawne it was (that wonder is to tell) 
Of two grin^ lyons, taken from the wood 
In which their powre all others did excell, 
Now made forget their former cruell mood, 
T' obey their riders best, as seemed good : 
And therein sate a Lady passing faire 
And bright, that seemed borne of angels brood ; 
And, with her beautie, bountie did compare. 
Whether of them in her should have the greatei 
share. 

XL. 

Thereto she learned was in magieke leare, 
And all the artes that subtill wits discover. 
Having therein bene trained many a yeare. 
And well instructed by the Fay her mother. 
That in the same she farre exceld all other : 
Who, understanding by her mightie art 
Of th' evill phght in which her dearest Brother 
Now stood, came forth in hast to take his part. 
And pacific the strife which causd so deadlysmart. 
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XLI. 

And, as she passed through th* unruly preace 
Of people thronging thicke her to behold. 
Her angrie teame breaking their bonds of peace 
Greaffheapes of them, like sheepe in narrow fold. 
For hast did over-nmne in dust enrould; 
That, thorough rude confusion of the rout. 
Some fearing shriekt, some being harmed hould. 
Some laught for sport, some did for wonder shout, , 
And some, that would seeme wise, their wonder 
tumd to dout. 

XLII. 

In her right hand a rod of peace shee bore. 

About the which two serpents weren wound, 

Entrayled mutually in lovely lore. 

And by the tailes together firmely bound. 

And both were vidth one olive garland crownd ; 

(Like to the rod which Maias sonne doth wield. 

Wherewith the hellish fiends he doth confound ;) 

And in her other hand a cup she hild. 

The which was vidth Nepenthe to the brim upfild. 

XLIII. 

Nepenthe is a drinck of sorerayne grace. 
Devized by the gods for to asswage 
Harts grief, and bitter gall away to chace 
Which stirs up anguish and contentious rage: 
Instead thereof sweet peace and quietage 
It doth establish in the troubled mynd. 
Few men, but such as sober are and sage. 
Are by the gods to drinck thereof assynd ; 
But such as drinck, etemall.happinesse do fynd. 
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XLIV. 

'Such famous men, such worthies of the earth. 

As loYewlX have advaunced to the skie. 

And diere made gods, though home of mortall 

berth. 
For their high merits and great dignitte. 
Are wont, before they may to heaven flie, 
To drincke hereof; whereby all cares Iforepast 
Are washt away quite firomtheir memorie : 
So did those olde heroes hereof taste^ 
Before that they in blisse amongst the gods were 

plaste. 

XLV. 

Much more of price and of more gratious powre 
Is this, then that same water of Ardenne, 
The which Rinaldo drunck in happie howre. 
Described by that famous Tiiscane penne : 
For that had might to change the hearts of men 
Fro love to hate, a change of evill choise : 
But this doth hatred make in lore to brenne. 
And heavy heart with comfort doth rejoyce. 
Who would not to this vertue rather yeeld his voice ! 

XLVI. 

At last arriving by the listes side 
Shee vidth her rod did softly smite the raile, 
Which straight flew ope and gave her way to ride. 
Eftsoones out of her coch she gan availe. 
And pacing fairely forth did bid all haile 
First to her Brother whom she. loved deare. 
That so to see him made her heart to quaile ; 
And next to Cambell, whose sad ruefuU cheare 
])f ade her to change her hew, and bidden love 
|;'appeare^ 
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XLVII. 

They lightly her requit, (for small delight 
They had as then her long to entertains,) 
And eft them turned both againe to %ht : 
Which when she saw, downe on the bloudy plaine 
Herselfe she threw, and teares gan shed amaine ; 
Amongst her teares immixing prayers meeke. 
And with her prayers reasons, to restraine 
From blouddy str^e; and, blessed peace to seeke, 
By all that mito them wieus deare did them beseeke. 

XLVIII. 

But whenas all might nought with them prevaile, 
She smote them lightly with her powrefiill wand : 
Then suddenly, as if their hearts did faile. 
Their wrathfull blades downe fell out of their hand, 
And they, like men astonisht, still did stand. 
Thus whiles t their minds were doubtfully distraught, 
And mighty spirites bound with mightier band. 
Her golden cup to them for drinke she raught. 
Whereof, full glad for thirst, ech drunk an harty 
draught: 

XLIX. 

Of which so soone as they once tasted had. 
Wonder it is that sudden change to see : 
Instead of strokes, each other kbsed glad. 
And lovely haulst, from feare of treason free. 
And plighted hands, for ever friends to be. 
When all men saw this sudden change of things, 
So mortall foes so friendly to agree. 
For passing ioy, which so great marvaUe brmgs. 
They dl gan shout aloud, that all the heaven rings. 
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L. 

All which when gentle Canacee beheld. 
In hast she from her lofty chaire descended. 
To weet what sudden tidings was befeld : 
Where when she saw that cruell war so ended, 
And deadly foes so faithfully afirended. 
In lovely wise she gan that Lady greet, 
Which had so great dismay so well amended; 
And, entertaining her with curt'sies meet, 
Profest to her true friendship and affection sweet. 

LI. 

Thus when they all accorded goodly were. 
The trumpets sounded, and they all arose. 
Thence to depart with glee and gladsome chere. 
Those warlike Champions both together chose 
Homeward to march, themselves there to repose : 
And wise Cambina, taking by her side 
Faire Canacee as fresh as morning rose. 
Unto her coch remounting, home did ride, 
Admir'd of all the people and much glorifide. 

LII. 

Where making ioyous feast their daies they spent 
In perfect love, devoide of hatefull strife, 
Allide with bands of mutuall couplement ; 
For Triamond had Canacee to wife. 
With' whom he ledd a long and happie life ; 
And Cambel tooke Cambina to his fere. 
The which as life were each to other liefe. 
So all alike did love, and loved were. 
That since their days such lovers were not found 
elswere. 
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CANTO IV. 



Satyrane makes a TornejmeDt 

For loye of Florimell : 
Britomart winnes the prize from all. 

And Artegall doth qaell. 



I. 

It often fals, (as here it earst befell,) 
That mortall foe» doe turne to faithfull frends, 
And friends profest are chaungd to foemen fell : 
The cause of both of both their minds depends; 
And th* end of both likewise of both their ends : 
For enmitie, that of no ill proceeds 
But of oecasion, with th' occasion ends ; 
And friendship, which a faint affection breeds 
Without regard of good, dyes like ill-grounded 
seeds. 

II. 

That well (me seemes) appeares by that of late 
Twixt Cambell and Sir Triamond befell ; 
As als by this ; that now a new debate 
Stird up twixt Blandamour and Paridell, 
The which by course befals me here to tell : 
Who, having those two o&er Knights espide 
Marching afore, as ye remember well. 
Sent forth their Squire to have them both descride. 
And eke those masked Ladies riding them beside. 



C. lY. THE FAERIB QUEENE. 257 

III. 

Who backe returning told, as he had seene. 
That they were doughtie Knights of dreaded name ; 
And those two Ladies their two loves unseene ; 
And therefore wisht them without blot or blame . 
To let them passe at will, for dread of shame. 
But Blandamour full of vain-glorious spright. 
And rather stird by his discordfiill Dame, 
Upon them gladly would have prov'd his might. 
But that he yet was sore of his late lucklesse fight. 

IV. 

Yet nigh approching he them fowle bespake. 
Disgracing Ihem, himselfe thereby to grace. 
As was his wont ; so weening way to make 
To Ladies love, whereso he came in place. 
And with lewd termes their lovers to deface. 
Whose sharpe provokement them incenst so sore. 
That both were bent t' avenge his usage base. 
And gan their shields addresse themselves afore : 
For evill deedes may better then bad words be bore. 

V. 

But Mre Cambina.with perswasions myld 
Did mitigate the fiercenesse of their mode, 
That for the present they were reconcyl'd. 
And gan to treate of deeds of armes abrode. 
And strange adventures, all the way they rode : 
Amongst tiie which they told, as then befell. 
Of that great Tumey which was blazed brode, 
For that rich Girdle of faire Florimell, 
Theprize of her which did in beautie most excell 
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VI. 

To which folke-mote they all with one consent, 
Sith each of them his Lady had him by. 
Whose beautie each of them thought excellent. 
Agreed to travel], and their fortunes try. 
So as they passed forth, they did espy 
One in bright armes with ready speare in rest. 
That toward them his course seem'd to apply ; 
Gainst whom Sir Paridell himselfe addrest. 
Him weening, ere he nigh approcht, to have represt. 

VII. 

Which th' other seeing gan his course relent. 
And vaunted speare eftsoones to disadvaunce. 
As if he naught but peace and pleasure ment. 
Now falne into their fellowship by chance ; 
Whereat they shewed curteous countenaunce. 
So as he rode with them accompanide. 
His roving eie did on the Lady glaunce 
Which Blandamour had riding by his side : 
Whom sure he weend that he somwhere tofore 
had eide. 

VIII. 

It was to weete that snowy Florimell, 
Which Ferrau late from Braggadochio wonne ; 
Whom he now seeing, her remembred well. 
How having reft her from the Witches sonne. 
He soone her lost : Wherefore he now begunne 
To challenge her anew, as his owne prize. 
Whom formerly he had in battell wonne. 
And proffer made by force her to reprize : 
Which scomefuU offer Blandamour gan soone de- 
spize; 
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IX. 

And said, '' Sir Knight, sith ye this Lady dame. 

Whom he that hath were loth to lose so light, 

(For so to lose a Lady were great shame,) 

Yee shall her winne, as I have done, in fight : 

And lo ! shee shall be placed here in sight 

Together with this Hag beside her set, 

That whoso winnes her may her have by right; 

But he shall have the Hag that is ybet. 

And with her alwaies ride, till he another get/' 

X. 

That offer pleased all the company : 

So Florimell with At^ forth was brought, 

At which they all gan laugh full mernly : 

But Braggadochio said, he never thought 

For such an Hag, that seemed worst then nought. 

His person to emperill so m fight : 

But if to match that Lady they had sought 

Another like, that were like faire and bright. 

His life he then would spend to iustifie his right. 

XI. 

At which his yaine excuse they all gan smile. 

As scorning his unmanly cowardize : 

And Florimell him fowly gan revile. 

That for her sake refused to enterprize 

The battell, ofired in so knightly wize ; 

And At^ eke provokt him privily 

With love of her, and shame of such mesprize. 

But naught he car'd for friend or enemy ; 

For in base mind nor friendship dwels nor enmity. 



260 THE FABRIB QUEENE. B. IV. 

XII. 

But Cambell thus did shut up all in iest ; 
** Brave Ejiights and Ladies, certes ye doe wrong 
To stirre up strife, when most us needeth rest. 
That we may us reserve both fresh and strong 
Against the Tumeiment which is not long. 
When whoso list to fight may fight his fill : 
Till then your challenges ye may prolong ; 
And then it shall be tried, if ye will. 
Whether shall have the Hag, or hold the Lady 
still.'' 

XIII. 

They all agreed ; so, turning all to game 
And pleasaunt bord, they past forth on their way; 
And all that while, whereso they rode or came. 
That masked Mock-Knight was their sport and 

• play. 
Till that at length upon th' appointed day 
Unto the place of Tumeyment they came ; 
Where they before them found in fresh aray 
Manie a brave Knight and manie a daintie Dame 
Assembled for to get the honour gf that game, 

XIV. 

There this faire crew arriving did divide 
Themselves asunder : Blandamour with those 
Of his on th' one, the rest on th' other side. 
But boastful Braggadocchio rather chose, 
For glorie vaine, their fellowship to lose. 
That men on him the more might gaze alone. 
The rest themselves in troupes did else dispose. 
Like as it seemed best to every one ; 
The Knights in couples marchtwith Ladies linckt 
fitton^. 
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XV. 

Then first of all forth came Sir Satyrane, 

Bearing that precious relicke in an arke 

Of gold, that bad eyes might it not prophane ; 

Which drawing sofUy forth out of the darke. 

He open shewd, that all men it mote marke ; 

A gorgeous Girdle, curiously embost 

With pearle and precious stone, worth many a 

marke ; 
Ifet did the workmanship farre passe the cost : 
It was the same which lately Florimel had lost. 

XVI. 

The same aloft he hung in open yew. 
To be the prize of beautie and of might ; 
The which, eftsoones discovered, to it drew 
The eyes of all, allur'd with close delight, 
And hearts quite robbed with so glorious sight, 
That all men threw out vowes and wishes vaine. 
Thrise happie Ladie, and thrise happie Knight, 
Them seemd that could so goodly riches gaine, 
So worthie of the perill, worthy of the paine. 

XVII. 

Then tooke the bold Sir Satyrane in hand 
An huge great speare, such as he wont to wield. 
And, vauncing forth from all the other band 
Of Knights, addrest his maiden-headed shield. 
Shewing himselfe all ready for the field : 
Gainst whom there singled from the other side 
A Painim Knight that well in armes was skil'd, 
And had in many a battell oft bene tride, 
Hight Bruncheval the bold, who fiersly forth did 
ride. 

z2 
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XVIII. 

So furiously they both together met» 

That neither could the others force sustaine : 

As two fierce buls, that strive the rule to get 

Of all the heard, meete with so hideous maine, 

That both rebutted tumble on the plaine ; 

So these two Champions to the ground werefeld; 

Where in a maze they both did long remaine. 

And in their hands their idle troncheons held, 

Whiqh neither able were to wag, pr once U) weld. 

XIX. 

Which when the noble Ferramont esjnde. 
He pricked forth in ayd of Satyran ; 
And him against Sir Blandamour did ride 
With all the strength and stifhesse that he can : 
But the more strong and stiffely that he ran. 
So much more sorely to the ground he feU, 
That on an heape were tumbled horse and man : 
Unto whose rescue forth rode Paridell ; 
But him likewise with that same speare he eke 
did quell. 

XX. 

Which Braggadocchio seeing had no will 

To hasten greatly to his parties ayd, 

Albee his tume were next ; but stood there still, 

As one that seemed doubtfiill or dismayd : 

But Triamond, halfe wroth to see him staid. 

Sternly stept forth and raught away his speare, 

With which so sore he Ferramont assaid. 

That horse and man to ground he quite did beare, 

That neither could in hast themselves again upreare. 
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XXI. 

Which to avenge Sir Devon him did dight. 

But with no better fortune then the rest ; 

For him hkewise he quickly downe did smight : 

And after him Sir Douglas him addrest ; 

And after him Sir Palimord forth prest ; 

But none of them against his strokes could stand ; 

But, all the more, the more his praise increst : 

For either they were left upon die land. 

Or went away sore wounded of Ms haplesse hand, 

XXII. 

And now by this Sir Satyrane abraid 

Out of the swowne in which too long he lay ; 

And looking round about, like one dismaid, 

Whenas he saw the mercilesse afiiray 

Which doughty Triamond had wrought that day 

Unto the noble Knights of Maidenhead, 

His mighty heart did almost rend in tway 

For very gall, that rather wholly dead 

Himselfe he wisht have beene then in so bad a stead. 

XXIII. 

Eftsoones he gan to gather lip around 
His weapons which lay scattered all abrode. 
And, as it fell, his steed he ready found : 
On whom remounting fiercely forth he rode, 
like sparke of fire that from the andvile glode. 
There where he saw the valiant Triamond 
Chasing, and laying on them heavy lode. 
That none his force were able to withstond ; 
Sa dreadfiiU were his strokes, so deadly was his 
bond. 
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XXIV. 

With diat, at him his beamlike speare he aimed, 
And thereto all his power and might applide : 
The wicked Steele for mischiefe first ordained, 
And having now Misfortune got for guide. 
Staid not till it arrived in his side. 
And therein made a very griesly wound. 
That streames of blood his armour all bedide. 
Much was he daunted with that direfull stownd, 
That scarse he him upheld from falling in a sound. 

XXV. 

Yet, as he might, himselfe he soft withdrew 
Out of the field, that none perceived it plaine : 
Then gan the Part of Chalengers anew 
To range the field, and victorlike to raine. 
That none against them battell durst maintained 
By that the gloomy evening on them fell. 
That forced them from fighting to refraine. 
And trumpets sound to cease did them compell : 
So Satyrane that day was iudg'd to beare the bell. 

XXVI. 

To morrow next the Tumey gan anew ; 
And with the first the hardy Satyrane 
Appear'd in place, with all his noble crew : 
On th' other side frill many a warhke swaine 
Assembled were, that glorious prize to gaine. 
But mongst them all was not Sir Triamond ; 
Unable he new battell to darraine. 
Through grievaunce of his late received wound. 
That doubly did him grieve when so himselfe he 
found. 
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XXVII. 

Which Cambell seeing, though he could not salve, 
Ne done undoe, yet, for to salve his name 
And purchase honour in his friends behalve, 
This goodly counterfesaunce he did frame : 
The shield and armes, well knowne to be the same 
Which Triamond had wome, unwares to wight 
And to his friend unwist, for doubt of blame 
If he misdid, he on himselfe did dight. 
That none could him discerne ; and so went forth 
to fight. 

XXVIII. 

There Satyrane lord of the field he found. 

Triumphing in great ioy and iolity ; 

Gainst whom none able was to stand on ground ; 

That much he gan his glorie to envy, 

And cast t' avenge his friends indignity : 

A mightie speare eftsoones at him' he bent ; 

Who, seeing him come on so furiously. 

Met him mid-way with equall hardiment. 

That forcibly to giound they both together went. 

XXIX. 

They up againe themselves can lightly reare. 
And to their tryed swords themselves betake ; 
With which they wrought such wondrous marvels 

there. 
That all the rest it did amazed make, 
Ne any dar'd their periU to partake ; 
Now cuffing close, now chacing to and fro. 
Now hurtling round advantage for to take : 
As two wild boares together grapling go, 
Chaufing and foming choler each against his fo. 
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XXX. 

So as they courst, and tumeyd here and theare. 
It chaiinst Sir Satyrane Ms steed at last. 
Whether through foundring or through sodeinfeare. 
To stumble, that his rider nigh he cast ; 
Which vauntage Cambell did pursue so £Etsty 
That, ere himselfe he had recovered well. 
So sore he sowst him on the compast creast. 
That forced him to leave his loftie sell. 
And rudely tumbling downe under his horsefeete 
feU. 

XXXI. 

Lightly Cambello leapt downe from his steed 
For to have rent his shield and armes away. 
That whylome wont to be the victors meed ; 
When all unwares he felt an hideous sway 
Of many swords that lode on him did lay : 
An hundred Knights had him enclosed round. 
To rescue Satyrane out of his pray ; 
All which at once huge strokes on him did pound, 
In hope to take him prisoner, where he stood on 
ground. 

XXXII. 

He with their multitude was nought dismayd. 
But with stout courage tumd upon them all. 
And with his brond-iron round about him layd ; 
Of which he dealt large almes, as did befall : 
like as a hon, that by chaunce doth fall 
Into the hunters toile, doth rage and rore. 
In royall heart disdaining to be thrall : 
But all in vaine : for what might one do more ? 
They have him taken captive, though it grieve him 
sore. 
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XXXIII. 

Whereof when newes to Triamond was brought 
Thereas he lay, his wound he soone forgot. 
And starting up streight for his armour sought : 
In vaine he sought ; for there he found it not ; 
Cambello it away before had got : 
Cambelloes armes therefore he on him threw. 
And lightly issewd forth to take his lot. 
There he in troupe found all that warlike crew 
Leading his friend away, full sorie to his yew. 

XXXIV. 

Into the thickest of that knightly preasse 
He thrust, and smote downe all that was betweene. 
Caried with fervent zeale ; ne did he ceasse. 
Till that he came where he had Cambell seene 
like captive thral two other Knights atweene : 
There he amongst them cruell havocke makes. 
That they, which lead him, soone enforced beene 
To let him loose to save their proper stakes ; 
Who, being freed, from one a weapon fiercely takei^ : 

XXXV. 

With that he drives at them with dreadful! might. 
Both in remembrance of his friends late harme. 
And in reyengement of his owne despight : 
So both together give a new allarme. 
As if but now the battell wexed warme. 
As when two greedy wolves doe breake by force 
Into an heard, farre from the husband forme. 
They spoile and ravine without all remorse : 
So did these two through all the field their foes 
enforce. 
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XXXVI.' 

fiercely they followd on their bolde emprize. 
Till trumpets sound did wame them all to rest : 
Then all with one consent did yeeld the prize 
To Triamond and Cambell as the best : 
But Triamond to Cambell it relest, 
And Cambell it to Triamond transferd ; 
Each labouring t' advance the others gest. 
And make his praise before his owne preferd : 
So that the doome was to another day differd. 

XXXVII. 

The last day came ; when all those Ejiightes againe 

Assembled were their deedes of armes to shew. 

Full many deedes that day were shewed plaine : 

But Satyrane, bove all the other crew. 

His wondrous worth declard in all mens view ; 

For firom the first he to the last endured : 

And though some while Fortune firom him withdrew, 

Yet evermore bis honour he recured. 

And with unwearied powre his party still assured. 

XXXVIII. 

Ne was there Knight that ever thought of armes, 
But that his utmost prowesse there made knowen: 
That, by their many wounds and carelesse harmes. 
By shivered speares and swords all under strowen. 
By scattered shields, was easie to be showen. 
There might ye see loose steeds at randon ronne. 
Whose lucklesse riders late were overthrowen ; 
And Squiers make hast to helpe their Lords for- 
donne : [wonne. 

But still the Knights of Maidenhead the better 
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XXXIX. 

Till that there entred on the other side 

A straunger Knight, from whence no man could 

reed. 
In quyent disguise, full hard to be descride : 
For all his armour' was like salvage wee4 
With woody mosse bedight, and all his steed 
With oaken leaves attrapt, that seemed fit 
For salvage wight, and diereto well agreed 
His word, which on his ragged shield was writ, 
Sahagesse sansjinesse, shewing secret wit. 

XL. 

He, at his first incomming, charged his spere 
At him that first appeared in his sight ; 
That was to weet the stout Sir Sangtiere, 
Who well was knowen to be a valiant Knight, 
Approved oft in many a perlous fight; 
Him at the first encounter downe he smote. 
And over-bore beyond his crouper quight ; 
And after him another Knight, that bote 
Sir Brianor, so sore, that npne him life behote. 

XLI. 

Then, ere his hand he reard, he overthrew. 
Seven Knights one after other as they came : 
And, when his speare was brust, his sword he drew. 
The instrument of wrath, and with the same 
Far'd like a lyon in his bloodie game. 
Hewing and slashing shields and helmets bright. 
And beating downe whatever nigh him came, 
That every one gan shuil his dreadful! sight 
No lesse ^en death itselfe, in daungerous afiright. 
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XLII. 

Much wondred all men what or whence he came, 
That did amongst the troupes so tyrannize ; 
And each of other gan inquire his name : 
But, when they could not leame it by no wize. 
Most answerable to hb wyld disgiuze 
It seemed, him to terme the Salvage Knight : 
But certes his right name was otherwize. 
Though knowne to few that Arthegall he hight. 
The doughtiest Knight that hv'd that day, and 
most of might. 

XLIII. 

Thus was Sir Satyrane with all his band 
By his sole manhood and atchievement stout 
Dismayed, that none of them in field durst stand. 
But beaten were and chased all about. 
So he continued all that day throughout. 
Till evening that the sunne gan downward bend : 
Then rushed forth out of the thickest rout 
A stranger Knight, that did his glorie shend : 
So nought may be esteemed happie till the end ! 

XLIV. 

He at his entrance charged his powrefull speare 
At Arthegall, in middest of his pryde. 
And therewith smote him on his umbriere 
So sore, that tombling backe he downe did slyde 
Over his horses taile above a stryde ; 
Whence Utle lust he had to rise againe. 
Which Cambell seeing, much the same envyde, 
And ran at him with all his might and maine ; 
But shortly was likewise scene lying on the plaine. 
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XLV. 

Whereat full inly wroth was Triamond, 
And cast f avenge the shame doen to his freend : 
But by his friend himselfe eke soone he fond 
In no lesse neede of helpe then him he weend. 
All which when Blandamour firom end to end 
Beheld, he woxe therewith displeased sore. 
And thought in mind it shortly to amend : 
His speare he feutred, and at him it bore ; 
But with no better fortune then the rest afore. 

XLVI. 

Full many others at him likewise ran ; 
But all of them likewise dismounted were : 
Ne certes wonder ; for no powre of man 
Could bide the force of that enchaunted speare. 
The which this famous Britomart did beare ; 
With which she wondrous deeds of arms atchieved. 
And overthrew whatever came her neare. 
That all those stranger Knights full sore agrieved, 
And that late weaker bs^id of Chalengers reUeved. 

XLVII. 

Like as in sommers day when raging heat 
Doth bume the earth and boyled rivers drie. 
That all brute beasts forst to refraine fro meat 
Doe hunt for shade where shrowded they may lie. 
And, missing it, faine from themselves to flie ; 
All travellers tormented are with paine : 
A watry cloud doth overcast the skie. 
And poureth forth a sudden shoure of raine, 
That all the wretched world recomforteth againe : 
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XLVIII. 

So did the warlike Britomart restore 
The prize to Knights of Maydenhead that day, 
Which else was hke to have bene lost, and bore 
The prayse of prowesse from them all away. 
Then shrilling trompets loudly gan to bray. 
And bad them leave their labours and long toyle 
To ioyous feast and other gentle play. 
Where beauties prize should win that pretious 

spoyle : 
Where I with sound of trompe will also rest awhyle. 
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CANTO V. 



The Ladies for the Girdle strive 

Of famoas Florimell : 
Scadamoar, comming to Cares House, 

Doth sleepe from him expeU. 



I. 

It hath bene through all ages ever seene. 
That with the praise of armes and chevahie 
The prize of beautie still hath ioyned beene ; 
And that for reasons speciall privitee ; 
For either doth on other much relie : 
For He me seemes most fit the Faire to senre. 
That can her best defend from villenie ; 
And She most fit his service doth deserve. 
That fairest is^ and from her faith will never swerve. 

II. 

So fitly now here commeth next in place. 
After the proofe of Prowesse ended well. 
The controverse of Beauties soveraine grace ; 
In which, to her that doth the most excell. 
Shall fall the Girdle of faire Florimell,: 
That many wish to win for glorie vaine. 
And not for vertuous use, which some doe tell 
That glorious Belt did in itselfe containe, [taine. 
Which Ladies ought to love, and seeke for to ob- 

A A2 
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III. 

That Girdle gave the vertue of chast love 
And wivehood true to all that did it beare ; 
But whosoever contrarie doth prove. 
Might not the same about her middle weare. 
But it would loose, or else asunder teare. 
Whilome it was (as Faeries wont report) 
Dame Venus girdle, by her 'steemed dears 
What time she usd to live in wively sort. 
But layd aside whenso she usd her looser sport 

IV. 

Her husband Vulcan whylome for her sake, 
When first he loved her with heart entire, 
TMs pretious ornament, they say, did make. 
And wrought in Lemnos wilh unquenched fire : 
And afterwards did for her loves first hire 
Give it to her, for ever to remaine. 
Therewith to bind lascivious desire. 
And loose affections streightly to restrains ; 
Which vertue it for ever after did retaine. 

V. 

The same one day, when she herselfe disposd 
To visite her beloved paramoure. 
The god of Warre, she from her middle loosd. 
And left behind her in her secret bowre 
On Acidahan mount, where many an howre 
She with the pleasant Graces wont to play. 
There Florimell in her first ages flowre 
Was fostered by those Graces, (as they say,) 
And brought with her fi*om thence that goodly 
Belt away. 
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VI. 

That goodly Belt was Cestus hight by name. 
And as her life by her esteemed deare : 
No wonder then, if that to winne the same 
So many Ladies sought, as shall appeare ; 
For pearelesse she was thought that did it beare. 
And now by this their feast all being ended, 
The iudges, which thereto selected were, 
Into the Martian field adowne descended 
To deeme this doutfuU case, for which they all 
contended. 

VII. 

But first was question made, which of those Knights 
That lately tumeyd had the wager wonne : 
There was it iudged, by those worthie wights. 
That Satyrane the first day best had donne : 
For he last ended, having first begonne. 
The second was to Triamond behight. 
For that he sav'd the victour from fordonne : 
For Cambell victour was, in all mens sight. 
Till by mishap he in his foemens hand did light. 

vui. 

The third dayes prize unto that straunger Knight, 
Whom all men termed Knight of the Hebene Speare, 
To Britomart was given by good right ; 
For Ihat with puissant stroke she downe did beare 
,. The Salvage Knight that victour was whileare. 
And all the rest which had the best afore. 
And, to the last, unconquer'd did appeare ; 
For last is deemed best : To her therefore 
The fayrest Ladie was adjudged for Paramore. 
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IX. 

But thereat greatly grudged ArthegaU, 

And much repynd, that both of victors meede 

And eke of honour she did him forestall : 

Yet mote he not withstand what was decreede ; 

But inly thought of that despightfiill deede 

Fit time t' awaite avenged for to bee. 

This being ended thus, and all agreed. 

Then next ensew'd the paragon to see [fee. 

Of beauties praise, and yeeld the Fayrest her due 

X. 

Then first Cambello brought into their view 
His faire Cambina covered with a veale ; 
Which, being once withdrawne, most perfect hew 
And passing beautie did eftsoones reveale, 
That able was weake harts away to steale. 
Next did Sir Triamond unto their sight 
The face of his deare Canacee unheale ; 
Whose beauties beame eftsoones did shine so 

bright. 
That daz'd the eyes of all, as with exceeding light. 

XI. 

And after her did Paridell produce 

Qis false Duessa, that she might be scene ; 

Who with her forged beautie did seduce 

The hearts of some that fairest her did weene ; 

As diverse wits affected divers beene. 

Then did Sir Ferramont unto them shew 

His Lucida, that was full faire and sheene : 

And after these an hundred Ladies moe 

Appear'd in place, the which each other did outgoe. 
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XII. 

All which whoso dare thinke for to enchace. 
Him needelh sure a golden pen I weene 
To tell the feature of each goodly face. 
Por, since Ihe day that they created beene. 
So many heavenly faces were not scene 
Assembled in one place ; ne he that thought 
Por Chian folke to pourtraict Beauties queene. 
By view of all the fairest to him brought. 
So many faire did see, as here he might have sought. 

XIII. 

At last, the most redoubted Britonesse 
Her lovely Amoret did open shew; 
Whose face, discovered, plainely did expresse 
The heavenly pourtraict of bright angels hew. 
Well weened all, which her that time did vew. 
That she should surely beare the bell away ; 
Till Blandamour, who thought he had the trew 
And very Florimell, did her display : 
The sight of whom once scene did all the rest dis- 
may. 

XIV. 

For all afore that seemed fayre and bright. 
Now base and c6ntemptible did appeare. 
Compared to her that shone as Phebes light 
Amongst the lesser starres in evening cleare. 
All that her saw with wonder ravisht weare, 
And weend no mortall creature she should bee, 
But some celestiall shape that flesh did beare : 
Yet all were glad there Florimell to see ; 
Yet thought that Florimell was not so faire as shee. 
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As guilefull goldsmith that by secret skill 
Witib golden foyle doth finely over-spred 
Some baser metall^ which commend he will 
Unto the vulgar for good gold insted. 
He much more goodly glosse thereon doth shed 
To hide his falshood, then if it were trew : 
So hard this Idole was to be ared. 
That Florimell herselfe in all mens vew 
She seem'd to passe : So forged things do fieurest 
shew. 

XVI. 

Then was that golden Belt by doome of all 
Graunted to her, as to the Fayrest Dame. 
Which being brought, about her middle small 
They thought to gird, as best it her became ; 
But by no meanes they could it thereto frame : 
Por, ever as they fastned it, it loos'd 
And fell away, as feeling secret blame. 
Full oft about her wast she it enclosed ; 
And it as oft was from about her wast disclos'd : 

XVII. 

That all men wondred at the uncouth sight. 
And each one thought, as to their fancies came : 
But she herselfe did thinke it doen for spight. 
And touched was with secret wrath and shame 
Therewith, as things deviz'd her to defame. 
Then many other Ladies likewise tride 
About their tender loynes to knit the same ; 
But it would not on none of them abide. 
But when they thought it fast, eftsoones it was 
untide. 
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XVIIl. 

Which when that scomefull Squire of Dames did 

vew. 
He lowdly gan to laugh, and thus to iest; 
" Alas for pittie that so faire a crew. 
As like cannot be seene from east to west. 
Cannot find one this Girdle to invest ! 
Fie on the man that did it first invent. 
To shame us all with this, Ungirt unblest ! 
Let never Ladie to his love assent. 
That hath this day so many so unmanly shent." 

XIX. 

Thereat all Knights gan laugh, and Ladies lowre : 

Till that at last the gentle Amoret 

Likewise assayd to prove that Girdles powre ; 

And, having it about her middle set. 

Did find it fit withouten breach or let ; 

Whereat the rest gan greatly to envie : 

But Florimell exceedingly did fret. 

And, snatching from her hand halfe angrily 

The Belt againe, about her bodie gan it tie : 

XX. 

Yet nathemore would it her bodie fit ; 
Yet nathelesse to her, as her dew right. 
It yielded was by them that iudged it ; 
And she herselfe adiudged to the Knight 
That bore the hebene speare, as wonne in fight. 
But Britomart would not thereto assent, 
Ne her owne Amoret forgoe so Ught [ment 

For that strange Dame, whose beauties wonder- 
She lesse esteem'd then th' others vertuous govern- 
ment. 
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XXI. 

Wbom when the rest did see her to refuse. 
They were full glad, in hope themselves to get her : 
Yet at her choice they all did greatly muse. 
But, aflter that, the iudges did arret her 
Unto the second best that lov'd her better; 
That was the Salvage Knight: but he was gone 
In great displeasure, that he could not get her. 
Then was she iudged Triamond his one ; 
But Triamond lov'd Canacee and other none. 

XXII. 

Tho unto Satjrran she was adiudged, 
Who was right glad to gaine so goodly meed: 
But Blandamour Ihereat full greatly grudged. 
And litle prays'd his labours evill speed. 
That for to winne the saddle lost the steed. 
Ne lesse thereat did Paridell complaine. 
And thought f appeale, from that which was de- 
creed. 
To single combat with Sir Satyrane : 
Thereto him At^ stird, new discord to maintaine. 

XXIII. 

And eke, with these, full many other Kni^ts 
She through her wicked working did incense 
Her to demaund and chalenge as their rights. 
Deserved for their perils recompense. 
Amongst the rest, with boastfull vaine pretense 
Stept Braggadochio forth, and as his thrall 
Her claym'd, by him in battell wonne long sens : 
Wbcireto herselfc he did to witnesse call ; 
\Vho, b(;iii(j; askt, accordingly confessed all. 
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XXIV. 

Thereat exceeding wroth was Satyran ; 
And wroth with Satyran was Blandamour ; 
And wroth with Blandamour was Erivan ; 
And at them both Sir Paridell did loure. 
So all together stird up strifull stoure. 
And readie were new battell to darraine : 
Each one profest to be her paramoure. 
And voVd with speare and shield it to maintaine ; 
Ne iudges powre, ne reasons rule^ mote them re- 
straine. 

XXV. 

Which troublous stirre when Satyrane aviz'd. 
He gan to cast how to appease the same. 
And, to accord them all, this meanes deviz'd : 
First in the midst to set that fayrest Dame, 
To whom each one his chalenge should disclame. 
And he himselfe his right would eke releasse : 
Then, looke to whom she voluntarie came. 
He should without disturbance her possesse : 
Sweete is the love that comes alone withwiUingnesse. 

XXVI. 

They all agreed ; and then that snowy Mayd 
Was in the middest plast among them all : 
All on her gazing wisht, and vowd, and prayd. 
And to the queene of Beautie close did call, ^ 
That she unto their portion might befall. 
Then when she long had lookt upon each one. 
As though she wished to have pleasd them all, 
At last to Braggadochio selfe alone 
She came of her accord, in spightof all his fone. 

VOL. III. B B 
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XXVII. 

Which when they all beheld, they chafk;, and rag'd, 
And woxe nigh mad for very harts despight, 
Thatfrom revenge their willes they scarse asswag'd: 
Some thought from him her to have reft by might; 
Some proffer made with him for her to fight : 
But he nought car'd for all that they could say ; 
For he their words as wind esteemed Ught : 
Yet not fit place he thought it diere to stay. 
But secretly from thence that night her bore away. 

XXVIII. 

They which jemaynd, so soone as they perceiv'd 
That she was gone, departed thence with speed, 
And followed them, in mind her to have reaVd 
From wight unworthie of so noble meed. 
In which poursuit how each one did succeede, 
Shall else be told in order, as it fell. 
But now of Britomart it here doth neede 
The hard adventures and strange haps to tell ; 
Since with the rest she went not after Florimell. 

XXIX. 

For soone as she them saw to discord set. 
Her list no longer in that place abide ; 
But, taking with her lovely Amoret, 
Upon her first adventure forth did ride. 
To seeke her lov'd, making blind Love her guide. 
Unluckie Mayd, to seeke her enemie ! 
Unluckie Mayd, to seeke him farre and wide. 
Whom, when he was unto herselfe most nie. 
She through his late disguizement could him not 
descrie ! 
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So much the more her griefe, the more her toyle : 
Yet neither toyle nor griefe she once did spare, 
In seeking him that should her paine assoyle ; 
Whereto great comfort in her sad misfare 
Was Amoret, companion of her care : 
Who likewise sought her lover long miswent. 
The gentle Scudamour, whose heart whileare 
That stryfull Hag with gealous discontent 
Had fild, that he to fell reveng was fully bent ; 

XXXI. 

Bent to revenge on blamelesse Britomart 
The crime which cursed At^ kindled earst. 
The which like thomes did pricke his gealous hart. 
And through his soule like poysned arrow perst, 
That by no reason it might be reverst. 
For ought that Glauc^ could or doe or say : 
For, aye the more that she the same reherst. 
The more it gauld and grievd him night and day. 
That nought but dire revenge his anger mote defray. 

XXXII. 

So as they travelled, the drouping Night 
Covered with cloudie storme and bitter showre, 
That dreadfuU seem'd to every living wight. 
Upon them fell, before her timely howre ; 
That forced them to seeke some covert bowre. 
Where they might hide their heads in quiet rest. 
And shrowd their persons from that stormie stowre. 
Not farre away, not meete for any guest, 
They spide a little cottage, like some poore mans 
nest. 
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XXXIII. 

Under a steepe hUles side it placed was. 
There where the mouldred earth had cav'd the 
And fast beside a little brooke did pas [banke ; 
Of muddie water, that like puddle stanke. 
By which few crooked .sallowes grew in ranke : 
Whereto approaching nigh, they heard the sound 
Of many yron hammers beating ranke. 
And answering their wearie tumes around^ 
That seemed some blacksmith dwelt in that desert 
ground. 

XXXIV. 

There entring in, they found the goodman selfe 
Full busily unto his worke ybent;. 
Who was to weet a wretched wearish elfe. 
With hollow eyes and rawbone cheekes forspent, 
As if he had in prison long bene pent : 
Full blacke and griesly did his face appeare, 
Besmeardwith smoke that nigh his eye-sight blent; 
With rugged beard, and hoarie shagged heare. 
The which he never wont to combe, or comely 
sheare. 

XXXV. 

I 

Rude was his garment, and to rags all rent, 
Ne better had he, ne for better cared : 
With blistred hands emongst the cinders brent. 
And fingers filthie with long nayles unpared, 
Bight fit to rend the food on which he fared. 
His name was Care ; a Blacksmith by his trade. 
That neither day nor night from working spared, 
But to small purpose yron wedges made ; 
Those be Unquiet Thoughts that carefull minds 
invade. 
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XXXVI. 

In which his worke he had sixe seirants prest. 
About the andvile standiiig evermore 
With huge great hammers, that did never rest 
From heaping stroakes which thereon soused sore : 
All sixe strong groomes, but one then other more; 
Por by degrees they all were disagreed ; 
So likewise did the hammers which they bore 
like belles in greatnesse orderly succeed. 
That he, which was the last, the first did farre ex- 
ceede. 

XXXVII. 

He like a monstrous gyant seem'd in sight, 
Farre passing Bronteus or Pyracmon great, 
The which in Lipari doe day and night 
Frame thunderbolts for loves avengefiill threate. 
So dreadfully he did the andvile beUt, 
That seem'd to dust he shortly would it drive : 
So huge his hammer, and so fierce his heat. 
That seemed a rocke of diamond it could rive 
And rend asunder quite, if he thereto list strive. 

xxxviii. 

Sir Scudamour there entring much admired 
The manner of their worke and wearie paine ; 
And, having long beheld, at last enquired 
The cause and end thereof; but all in vaine ; 
For they for nought would from their worke refraine, 
Ne let bis speeches come unto their eare. 
And eke the breathfiill bellowes blew amiune. 
Like to the northren winde, Ihat none could heare ; 
Those Pensifenesse did move; and Sighes the 
bellows weare. 
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XXXIX. 

Which when that Warriour saw, he said do more. 
But in his armour layd him downe to rest : 
To rest he layd him downe upon the flore, 
(Whylome forventrous Knights the bedding best,) 
And thought his wearie limbs to haye redrest. 
And that old aged Dame, his faithfull Squire, 
Her feeble ioynts layd eke adowne to rest ; 
That needed much her weake age to desire. 
After so long a travell which them both did tire. 

XL. 

There lay Sir Scudamour long while expecting 
When gentle sleepe his heavie eyes would close ; 
Oft chaunging sides, and oft new place electing. 
Where better seem'd he mote himselfe repose; 
And oft in wrath he thence againe uprose ; 
And oft in wrath he layd him downe againe. 
But, wheresoere he did himselfe dispose. 
He by no meanes could wished ease obtaine : 
So everyplace seem'd painefuU, and ech changing 
vaine. 

XLI. 

And evermore, when he to sleepe did thinke. 
The hammers sound his senses did molest ; 
And evermore, when he began to winke. 
The bellowes noyse disturbed his quiet rest, 
Ne suf&ed sleepe to settle in his brest. 
And all the night the dogs did barke and howle 
About the house, at sent of stranger guest : 
And now the crowing cocke, and now the owle 
Lowde shriking, him afilicted to the very sowle. 
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XLII. 

And, if by fortune any litle nap 

Upon his heavie eye-lids chaunst to fall, 

Eftsoones one of those villeins him did rap 

Upon his head-peece with his yron mall ; 

That he was soone awaked therewithall. 

And lightly started up as one affirayd, 

Or as if one him. suddenly did call: 

So oftentimes he out of sleepe abrayd. 

And then lay musing long on that him ill apayd. 

XLIII. 

So long he muzed, and so long he lay. 
That at the last his wearie sprite opprest 
With fleshly weaknesse, which no creature may 
Long time resist, gave place to kindly rest. 
That all his senses did full soone arrest : 
Yet, in his soundest sleepe, his dayly feare 
His ydle braine gan busily molest. 
And made him dreame those two disloyall were : 
The things, that day most minds, at night doe 
most appeare. 

XLIV. 

With that the wicked Carle, the Maister smith, 
A paire of red-whot yron tongs did take 
Out of the burning cinders, and therewith 
Under his side him nipt ; that, forst to wake. 
He felt his hart for very paine to quake. 
And started up avenged for to be 
On him the which his quiet slomber brake : 
Yet, looking r6und about him, none could see ; 
Yet did the smart remaine, though he bimselfe 
did flee. 
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XLV. 

In such disquiet and kart-fretting payne 
He all that night, that top long night, did passe. 
And now the day out of the ocean mayne 
Began to peepe afoeye this earthly masse. 
With pearly dew sprinkling the morning grasse : 
Then up he rose like heayie lumpe of lead. 
That in his face, as in a looking glasse. 
The signes of anguish one mote plainely read. 
And ghesse the man to be dismayd with gealous 
dread. 

XLVI, 

Unto his lofty steede he clombe anone. 
And forth upon his former voiage fared. 
And with him eke that aged Squire attone ; 
Who, whatsoever perill was prepared. 
Both equall paines and eqUah perill shared : 
The end whereof and daungerous event 
Shall for another Canticle be spared : 
But here my wearie teeme, nigh over-spent. 
Shall breath itselfe awhile after so long a went. 
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